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WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 


M A D A M, 


SI T down to give you an undeniable proof 

of my conſidering your defires as indiſ- 

penſible orders: ungracious then as the 
taſk may be, I ſhall recall to view thoſe ſcan- 
dalous ſtages of my life, out of which I emerg- 
ed at length, to the enjoyment of every bleſ- 
ſing in the power of love, health, and fortyne 
to beſtow ; whilſt yet in the flower of youth, 
and not too late to employ the leiſure afforded 
me by great eaſe and affluence, to cultivate an 
underſtanding, naturally not a deſpicable one, 
and which had, even amidit the whirl of looſe 
pleaſures I had been toſt in, exerted more ob- 
ſervation on the characters and manners of the 
world, than what is common to thoſe. of my un- 
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happy profeſſion, who looking on all thought or 
reflexion as their capital enemy, keep it at as 
great a diſtance as they can, or deſtroy it with- 
out mercy. 

Hating, as I mortally do, al long unneceflary 
prefaces, I ſhall give you good quarter in this, 
and uſe no farther apology, than to prepare you 
for ſeeing the looſe part of my life, wrote with 
the ſame liberty that I led it. 

Truth! ſtark naked truth, is the word, and 

I will not ſo much as take the pains to beſtow 
the ſtrip of a gauze-wrapper on it, but paint 
ſituations ſuch as they actually roſe to me in na- 
ture, careleſs of violating thoſe laws of decency, 
that were never made for ſuch unreſerved inti- 
macies as ours; and you have too much ſenſe, 
too much knowledge of the originals themſelves, 
to ſnuff prudiſhly, and out of character, at the 
pictures of them. The greateſt men, thoſe of the 
firſt and moſt leading taſte, will not ſcruple 
adorning their private cloſets with nudities, 
though, in compliance with vulgar prejudices, 
they may not think them decent decorations of 
the ſtair-caſe or ſaloon. 
This, and enough, premiſed, I go ſouſe into 
my perſonal hiſtory, My maiden name was 
Frances Hill. I was born at a ſmall village near 
Liverpool in Lancaſhire, of parents extremely 
poor, and, I piouſly believe, extremely honeſt. 

My father, who had received a maim on his 
limbs that diſabled Sug rom following the more 

. ö laborious 


2. Who its AY. < 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 3 


laborious branches of country-drudgery, got, by 
making of nets, a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, which was 
not much enlarged by my mother's keeping a 
little day-ſchool for the girls in her neighbour- 
hood. They had had ſeveral children, but none 
lived to any age, except myſelf, who had re- 
ceived from nature a conſtitution perfectly 
healthy, 

My education, till paſt fourteen, was no better 
than very vulgar ; reading, or rather ſpelling, 
an illegible ſcrawl, and a little ordinary plain- 
work, compoſed the whole ſyſtem of it: and 
then all my foundation in virtue was no other 
than a total ignorance of vice, and the ſhy timi- 
dity general to our ſex, in the tender ſtage of 
life, when objects alarm or frighten more by 
their novelty, than any thing elſe ; but then this 
is a fear too often cured at the expence of in- 
nocence, when miſs, by degrees, begins no 
longer to look on man as a creature of prey that 
will eat her. 

My poor mother had divided her time ſo en- 
tirely between her ſcholars, and her little do- 
meſtic cares, that ſhe had ſpared · very little of 
it to my inſtruction, having, from her own in- 
nocence from all ill, no hint, or thought of 
guarding me againſt any. 

I was now entering on my fifteenth year, when 
the worſt of ills befell me in the loſs of my ten- 
der fond parents, who were both carried off by 
the ſmall-pox, within a few days of each other; 
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4 MEMOIRS OF A 
my father dying firſt, and thereby haſtening the 


death of my mother, ſo that I was now left an 
unhappy friendleſs orphan : (for my father's com- 
ing to ſettle there, was accidental, he being ori- 
ginally a Kentiſh-man.) That cruel diſtemper 
which had proved ſo fatal to them, had indeed 
ſeized me, but with ſuch mild and favourable 
ſymptoms, that I was preſently out of danger, 
and, what I did not then know the value of, 
was entirely unmarked, I ſkip over here, an 
account of the natural grief and affliction, which 
I felt on this melancholly occaſion. A little 
time, and the giddineſs of that age, diſſipated too 
ſoon my reflections on that irreparable loſs ; but 
nothing contributed more to reconcile me to it, 
than the notions that were immediately put into 
my head, of going to London, and looking out 
for a ſervice, in which I was promiſed all affiſt- 
ance and advice, from one Ether Davis, a young 
woman that had been down to ſee her friends, 
and who, after the ſtay of a few days, was to 
return to her place. 

As I had now nobody left alive in the village, 
who had concern enough about what ſhould be- 
come of me, to ſtart any objections to this ſcheme, 
and the woman who took care of me after my 
parents death rather encouraged me to purſue it, 
I ſoon came'to a reſolution of making this launch 
into the wide world, by repairing to London, in 
order to ſeek my fortune, a phraſe, which, by the 
bye, has ruined more adventurers of both ſexes, 
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from the country, than ever it made, or ad- 
vanced. 

Nor did Efther Davis a little comfort and in- 
ſpirit me to venture with her, by piquing my 
childiſh curioſity with the fine ſights that were to 
be ſeen in London ; the tombs, the lions, the king, 
the royal family, the fine plays and operies, and 
in ſhort all the diverſions which fell within her , 
ſphere of life to come at; the detail of all which 
perfectly turned the little head of me, 

Nor can I remember without laughing, the in- 
nocent admiration, not without a ſpice of envy, 
with which we poor girls, whoſe church-going 
cloaths did not riſe above dowlaſs ſhifts and ſtuff 
gowns, beheld Efther's ſcowered fattin-gown, 
caps bordered with an inch of lace; taudry rib- 
bons, and ſhoes belaced with filver ! all which 
we imagined grew in London, and entered for a 
great deal into my determination of trying to 
come in for my ſhare of them. 

'The idea however of having the company of 
a townſwoman with her, was the trivial, and all 
the motive that engaged E/ther to take charge of 
me during my journey to town, where ſhe told 
me, after her manner and ſtyle : “ as how ſeveral 


* maids out of the country had made themſelves and 


all their kin for ever, that by preſerving their 
«© VARTUE, ſome had taken ſo with their maſters, 


that they had married them, and kept them coaches, 
and lived vaſtly grand, and happy, and fome, may- 
« hap, came to be Dutcheſſes : luck was all, and why 


« not I as well as another,” with other almanacs to 
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this purpoſe, which ſet me a tip-toe to begin this 
promiſing journey, and to leave a place, which 
though my native one, contained no relations 
that I had reaſon to regret, and was grown inſup- 
portable to me, from the change of the tendereſt 
uſage into a cold air of charity, with which I 
was entertained, even at the only friend's houſe, 
that I had the leaſt expectations of care and pro- 
tection from : ſhe was however fo juſt to me, as 
to manage the turning into money the little mat- 
ters that remained to me after the debts, and 


burial charges were accounted for, and at my 


departure put my whole fortune into my hands, 
which conſiſted of a very lender wardrobe, packed 
up in a very portable box, and eight guineas, 


with ſeventeen ſhillings in filver, ſtowed in a 


ſpring-pouch, which was a greater treaſure than 
ever I had yet ſeen together, and which I could 
not conceive there was a poſſibility of running 
out: and indeed I was fo entirely taken up with 
the joy of ſeeing myſelf miſtreſs of ſuch an im- 


menſe ſum, that I gave very little attention to a 


world of good advice which was given me with it. 

Places then being taken for Eber and me, in 
the Cheſter-waggon, I paſs over a very immaterial 
icene of leave-taking, at which I dropt a few 
tears betwixt grief and joy; and for the ſame 
reaſons of inſignificance, ſkip over all that hap- 


pened to me on the road, ſuch as the waggoner's 


looking liquoriſh on me, the ſchemes laid for me 
by ſome of the paſſengers, which were defeated 


by the vigilance of my guardian Efther, who, 


to 
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to do her juſtice, took a motherly care of me, at 
the ſame time that ſhe taxed me for her protec- 
tion, by making me bear all travelling charges, 
which I defrayed with the utmoſt chearfulneſs, 
and thought myſelf much obliged to her into the 
bargain. She took indeed great care that we were 
not over-rated, or impoſed on, as well as of ma- 
naging as frugally as poſſible : expenſiveneſs was 
not her vice. 

It was pretty late in'a ſummer evening when 
we reached the town, in our ſlow conveyance, 
though drawn by ſix at length. As we paſſed 
thro' the greateſt ſtreets that led to our inn, the 
noiſe of the coaches, the hurry, the crowds of 
foot paſſengers, in ſhort, the new ſcenery of the 
ſhops and houſes at once pleaſed and amazed 
me. 

But gueſs at my mortification and ſurprize 
when we came to the inn, and our things were 
landed, and delivered to us, when my fellow 
traveller and protectreſs, Eſther Davis, who had 
uſed me with the utmoſt tenderneſs during the 
journey, and prepared me by no preceding ſigns 
for the ſtunning blow I was to receive; when, I 
ſay, my only dependence, and friend, in this 
ſtrange place, all of a ſudden aſſumed a ſtrange 
and cool air towards me, as if ſhe dreaded my 
becoming a burden to her. 

Inſtead then of proffering me the continuance 
of her aſſiſtance and good offices, which I relied 
upon, and never more wanted, ſhe thought her- 


ſelf, it ſeems, abundantly acquitted of her engage- 
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leſs, I began then to feel moſt bitterly the ſeve- 
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ments to me, by having brought me ſafe to my 
journey's end, and ſeeing nothing in her proce- 
dure towards me, but what was natural and in 
order, begun to embrace me, by way of taking 
leave, whilſt I was ſo confounded, ſo ſtruck, 
that I had not ſpirit or ſenſe enough ſo much as 
to mention my hopes or expectations from her 
experience, and knowledge of the place ſhe had 
brought me to. 

Whilſt I ſtood thus ſtupid and mute, which ſhe 
doubtleſs attributed to nothing more than a con- 
cern at parting, this idea procured me perhaps, 
a ſlight alleviation of it, in the following ha- 
rangue: © That now we were got ſafe to London, 
and that ſhe was obliged to go to her place, 


% ſhe adviſed me by all means to get into one as 


& foon as poſſible. — That I need not fear getting 
% one there were more places than pariſh- 
“ churches that ſhe adviſed me to go to an 
“ intelligence-oflice that if ſhe heard of any 
& thing ſtirring, ſhe would find me out, and let 
% me know that in the mean time I ſhould 
ce take a private lodging, and acquaint her where 
to ſend to me that ſhe wiſhed me good 
and hoped I ſhould always have the 
„grace to keep myſelf honeſt, and not bring a 
« diſgrace on my parentage :” with this the took 
her leave of me, and left me, as it were, on my 
own hands, full as lightly as 1 had been put into 


hers, 


Left thus alone, abſolutely deſtitute and friend- 
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rity of this ſeparation, the ſcene of which had 

paſt in a little room in the inn: and no ſooner 

was her back turned, but the affliction I felt at 
my helpleſs ſtrange circumſtances, burſt out into 

a flood of tears, which infinitely relieved the op- 

preſſion of my heart; though I ſtill remained ſtu- 

pified, and moſt perfectly perplex'd how to diſpoſe 

of myſelf. 

One of the drawers coming in, added yet more 
to my uncertainty, by aſking me, in a ſhort way, 
if I called for any thing? to which I replied, inno- 
cently, No; but I withed him to tell me where 
I might get a lodging for that night: he ſaid, he 
would go and ſpeak to his miſtreſs, who accord- 
ingly came, and told me drily, without entering 
in the leaſt into the diſtreſs ſhe ſaw me in, that 
I might have a bed for a ſhilling: and that, as 
ſhe ſuppoſed I had ſome friends in town (here I 
fetched a deep figh in vain!) I might provide 
myſelf in the morning, 

*Tis incredible what trifling conſolations the 
human mind will ſeize in its greateſt afflictions. 


The aſſurance of nothing more than a bed to lie 


on that night, calmed my agonies; and being 


aſham'd to acquaint the miſtreſs of the inn that 


I had no friends to apply to in town, I propoſed 
to myſelf to proceed, the very next morning, to 
an intelligence- office, to which I was furniſh'd 
with written directions on the back of a ballad of 
Eſther's giving me. There I counted on getting 
information of any place that ſuch a country-girl 

as 
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as I might be fit for, and where I could get into 
any ſort of being, before my little ſtock ſhould 
be conſumed: and as to a character, Eber had 
often repeated to me, that I might depend on her 
Managing me one; nor, however affected I was 


at her leaving me thus, did 1 entirely ceaſe to w 
rely on her, as I began to think, good-naturedly, a 
that her procedure was all in courſe, and that it to 
was only my ignorance of life that had made me | 
take it in the light I at firſt did. m 
Accordingly, the next morning, I dreſs'd me Ki 
as clean and as neat as my ruſtic wardrobe would n. 
permit me; and having left my box, with ſpe- 
cial recommendation, to the landlady, I ventured in 
out by myſelf, and without any more difficulty ve 
than may be ſuppoſed of a young country girl, e) 
barely fifteen, and to whom every ſign or ſhop m 
| was a gazing- trap, I got to the wilh'd-for intel- es 
| ligence-office. C( 
4 It was kept by an elderly woman, who ſat at 4 
f the receipt of cuſtom, with a book before her, be 
i! in great form and order, and ſeveral ſcrolls, ready h 
0 made out, of directions for places. 
| I made up then to this important perſonage, e) 
oo without lifting up my eyes,. or obſerving any.of th 
| the people round me, who were attending there en 
„ on the ſame errand as myſelf, and dropping her he 
i curtſies nine-deep, made juſt a ſhift to ſtammer al 
"= out my buſineſs to her. A 
ll; Madam having heard me out, with all the fi 
| gravity and brow of a petty-miniſter of ſtate, V 
i and ſecing, at one glance over my figure, what I 
Was, 
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was, made me no anſwer, but to aſk me the pre- 
liminary ſhilling, on receipt of which ſhe told me, 
places for women were exceeding ſcarce, eſpe- 
cially as I ſeemed too light - built for hard-work ; _ 
but that ſhe would look over her book, and foe” 
what was to be done for me, deſiring me to ſtay . 
a little till ſhe had diſpatched ſome other cuſ- 
tomers. 

On this, I drew back a little, moſt heartily 
mortified at a declaration which carried with it a 
killing uncertainty, that my circumitances could 
not well endure. 

Preſently, aſſuming more courage, and ſeek- 
ing ſome diverſion from my uneaſy thoughts, I 
ventured to lift up my head a little, and ſent my 
eyes on a courſe round the room, where they 
met full tilt with thoſe of a lady (for ſuch my 
extreme innocence pronounc'd her) fitting in a 
corner of the room, dreſs'd in a velvet manteel 
(nata bene, in the midſt of ſummer) with her 
bonnet off; ſquob-fat, red faced, and at leaſt 
hfty. 

She look'd as if ſhe would devour me with her 
eyes, ſtaring at me from head to foot, without 
the leaft regard to the confuſion and bluſhes her 
eying me ſo fixedly put me to, and which were to 
her, no doubt, the ſtrongeſt recommendation, 
and marks of my being fit for her purpoſe. After 
a little time, in which my air, perſon, and whole 
figure, had undergone her ſtrict examination, 


which I had, on my part, tried to render favour- 
able 
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able to me, by primming, drawing up my neck, 
and ſetting my beſt looks, ſhe advanc'd, and ſpoke 
to me with the greateſt demureneſs : 

Qu. Sweet-heart, do you want a place? 

Anſ. Yes! and pleaſe you, (with a curtly, down 
to the ground.) 

Upon this, ſhe acquainted me, that ſhe was 
actually come to the office herſelf, to look out 
for a ſervant——that ſhe believed I might do, 
with a little of her inſtructions, that ſhe 
could take my very looks for a ſufficient charac- 
ter, that London was a very wicked, vile 
place, that ſhe hop'd I would be tractable, 
and keep out of bad company,—in ſhort, ſhe 
ſaid all to me that an old experienced practitio- 
ner in town could think of, and which was much 
more than was neceſſary to take in an artleſs un- 
experienced country-maid, who was even afraid 
of becoming a wanderer about the ſtreets, and 
therefore gladly jump'd at the firſt offer of a ſhelter, 
eſpecially from ſo grave and matron-like a /ady, 
for, ſuch my flattering fancy aſſured me this now 
miſtreſs of mine was: I being actually hired un- 
der ,the noſe of the good woman that kept the 
office, whoſe ſhrewd ſmiles and ſhrugs I could 
not help obſerving, and innocently interpreted 
them as marks of her being pleaſed at my getting 
into a place ſo ſoon: but, as I afterwards, came 
to know, theſe bel/dams underſtood one another 
very well, and this was a market where Mrs, 
. (wy miſtreſs) frequently attended, on the 

watch 
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watch for any freſh goods that might offer there, 
for the uſe of her cuſtomers, and her own profit. 

Madam was, however, ſo well pleaſed with 
her bargain, that, fearing, I preſume, leſt bet- 
ter advice, or ſome accident might occaſion my 
ſlipping through her fingers, ſhe would officiouſly 
take me in a coach to my inn, where calling her- 
ſelf for my box, it was, I being preſent, deliver- 
ed without the leaſt ſcruple, -or explanation as to 
where I was going. 

This being over, ſhe bid the coachman drive 
to a ſhop in St. Paul's church-yard, where ſhe 
bought a pair of gloves, which ſhe gave me, and 
thence renew'd her directions to the coachman, 
to drive to her houſe in -/treet, who accord- 
ingly landed us at her door, after I had been 
chear'd up, and entertained by the way with the 
moſt plauſible flams, without one ſyllable from 
which I could conclude any thing but that I was, 


by the greateſt good luck, fallen into the hands of 


the kindeſt miſtreſs, not to fav friend, that the 
varſal world could afford; and accordingly Len- 
ter'd her doors with moſt compleat confidence and 
exultation, promiſing myſelf, that, as ſoon as I 
ſhould be a little ſettled, I would acquaint Eſther 
Davis with my rare good fortune. 

You may be ſure the good opinion of my place 
was not leſſened by the appearance of a very hand- 
ſome back-parlour, into which I was led, and 
which ſeemed to me magnificently furniſhed, 
who had never ſeen better rooms than the ordina= 
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ry ones in inns upon the road. There were two 
gilt pier-glaſſes, and a beaufet, in which a few 
pieces of plate, ſet out to the moſt ſhew, dazzled, 
and altogether perſuaded me, that I muſt be got 
into a very reputable family. 

Here my miſtreſs firſt began her part, with 
telling me, that I muſt have good ſpirits, and 
learn to be free with her; that ſhe had not taken 
me to be a common ſervant, to do domeſtic drud- 
gery, but to be a kind of companion to her; 
end that, if I would be a good girl, ſhe would 
do more than twenty mothers for me; to all 
which I anſwered only by the profoundeſt and the 
aukwardeſt curtſies, and a few monoſyllables, 
ſuch as yes! no! to be ſure. 

Preſently my miſtreſs touch'd the bell, and in 
came a ſtrapping maid-ſervant, who had let us 
in: Here, Martha, ſaid Mrs. Brown, I have 
Juſt hir'd this young woman to look after my 
linen, ſo ſtep up, and ſhew her her chamber; and 
I charge you to uſe her with as much reſpect as 
you would myſelf, for I have taken a prodigious 
liking to her, and I do not know what I ſhall do 
tor her. 

Martha, who was an arch jade, and being 
uſed to this decoy, had her cue perfect, made me 
a kind of half curtſy, and aſked me to Walk up 
with her, and accordingly ſhew'd me a neat room 
two pair of ſtairs backwards, in which there was 
a handſome bed, where Hartha told me I was to 
lay with a young gentlewoman, a ccuſin of my 

miſtreſs's, 
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miſtreſs's, who ſhe was ſure would be vaſtly good 
to me: then ſhe ran out into ſuch affected en- 
comiums on her good- miſtreſs! her ſweet miſ- 
treſs! and how happy I was to light upon her, 
that I could not have beſpoke a better 
with other the like groſs ſtuff, ſuch as would it- 
ſelf have ſtarted ſuſpicions in any but ſuch an un- 
practiſed ſimpleton, who was perfectly new to 
life, and who took every word ſhe ſaid, in the 
very ſenſe ſhe laid out for me to take it; but ſhe 
readily ſaw what a penetration ſhe had to deal 
with, and meaſured me very rightly in her man- 
ner of whiſtling to me, ſo as to make me pleaſed 
with my cage, and blind to its wires. 

In the midſt of theſe falſe explanations of the 
nature of my future ſervice, we were rung for 
down again, and I was re- introduced into the 
ſame parlour, where there was a table laid 
with three covers; and my miſtreſs had now got 
with her one of her favourite girls, a notable ma- 
nager of her houſe, and whoſe buſineſs it was to 
prepare and break ſuch young fillies as I was to 
the mounting block: and ſhe was accordingly, in 
that view, allotted me for a bed- fellow; and to 
give her the more authority, ſhe had the title of 
coulin confer'd on her by the venerable preſident 
of this college. 

Here I underwent a ſecond ſurvey, which end- 
el in the full approbation of Mrs. Phebe Ayres, 
tze name of my tutoreſs elect, to whoſe care 
and inſtructions L was affectionately recommended, 


Dinner 


16 MEMOIRS Of A 


Dinner was now ſet on the table, and in purſu- 
ance of treating me as a companion, Mrs. Brown, 
with a tone to cut off all diſpute, ſoon over-rul'd 
all my moſt humble and moſt confuſed proteſta- 
tions againſt ſitting down with her Ladyſbip, which 
my very ſhort breeding juſt ſuggeſted to me could 
not be right, or in the order of things. 

At table, the converſation was chiefly kept up 
by the two madams, and carried on in double- 
meaning expreſhons, interrupted every now and 
then by kind aſſurances to me, all tending to 
confirm and fix my ſatisfaction with my preſent 
condition: augment it they could not, ſo very a 
novice was I then, 

It was here agreed, that I ſhould keep myſelf 
up, and out of ſight for a few days, till ſuch cloaths 


could be procured for me, as were fit for the cha- 


rafter I was to appear in, of my miſtreſs's com- 
panion, obſerving withall, that on the firſt im- 
preſſions of my figure, much might depend; and 
as they well judged, the proſpect of exchanging 
my country cloaths for London finery, made the 
clauſe of confinement digeſt perfectly well with 
me. But the truth was, Mrs. Brown did not 
care that I ſhould be ſeen or talked to by any, 
either of her cuſtomers, or her Does, (as they 
call'd the girls provided for them) till the had 
ſecured a good market for my maidenhead, which 
I had at leaſt all the appearances of having brought 

into her ladyſbip's ſervice. 
To lip over minutes of no importance to the 
main of my ſtory, I pals the interval to bed-time, 
in 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 17 


in which I was more and more pleaſed with the 
views that opened to me of an eaſy ſervice under 
theſe good people : and after ſupper, being ſhewed 
up to bed, Miſs Phoebe, who obſerved a kind of 
modeſt reluctance in me to ſtrip, and go to bed 
in my ſhift before her, now the maid was with- 
drawn, came up to me, and heginning with un- 
pinning my handkerchief, and gown, ſoon en- 
couraged me to go on with undreſſing myſelf, 
and ſtill bluſhing at now ſeeing myſelf naked to 
my ſhift, I hurried to get under the bed cloaths, 
out of ſight. Phoebe laughed, and was not long 
before ſhe placed herſelf by my fide. She was 
about hve and twenty, by her own moſt ſufpici- 
ous account, in which, according to all appear- 
ances, ſhe muſt have ſunk at leaſt ten good years, 
allowance too being made for the havoc which a 
long courſe of hackney-ſhip, and hot waters, 
muſt have made of her conſtitution, and which 
had already brought on, upon the ſpur, that 
ſtale ſtage, in which thoſe of her profeſſion are 
reduced to think of owing company, inſtead of 
ſeeing it. 

No ſooner then was this precious ſubſtitute of 
my miſtreſs's lain down, but ſhe, who was never 
out of her way when any occaſion of lewdneſs 
preſented itſelf, turned to me, embraced, and 
killed me with great eagerneſs. This was new, 
this was odd ; but imputing it to nothing but 
pure kindneſs, which, for ought I knew, it 
might be the London way to expreſs in that man- 
ner, I was determined not to be behind-hand 
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with her, and returned her the kiſs and embrace, 
with all the fervour that perfect innocence knew. 

Encouraged by this, her hands became' ex- 
tremely free, and wandered over my whole body, 
with touches, ſqueezes, preſſures, that rather 
warmed and ſurpriſed me with their novelty, than 
they either ſhocked or alarmed me. 

The flattering praiſes ſhe intermingled with 
theſe invaſions, contributed alſo not a little to 
bribe my paſtiveneſs, and knowing no ill, I feared 
none; eſpecially from one who had prevented al! 
doubt of her woman-hood, by conducting my 
hands to a pair of breaſts that hung looſely down, 
in a ſize and volume that full ſufficiently diſtin- 
guiſhed her ſex, to me, at leaſt, who had never 
made any other compariſon. 

I lay then all tame and paſſive as ſhe could 
wiſh, whilſt her freedom raiſed no other emo- 
tion but thoſe of a ſtrange, and till then unfelt 
pleaſure : every part of me was open, and ex- 
poſed to the licentious courſes of her hands, 
which like a lambent fire ran over my whole 
body, and thawed all coldneſs as they went. 


My breaſts, if it is not too bold a figure to 
call ſo, two hard, firm, riſing hillocs, that juſt 
began to ſhew themſelves, or ſignify any thing 
to the touch, employed and amuſed her hands a 
while, till ſlipping down lower, over a ſmooth 
track, ſhe could juſt feel the ſoft ſilky down that 
had but a few months before put forth, and gar- 
niſhed the mount-pleaſant of thoſe parts, and pro- 
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ſeat of the moſt exquiſite ſenfation, and which 
had been, till that inſtant, the ſeat of the moſt 
inſenfible innocence. Her fingers played, and 
ſtrove to twine in the young tendrils of that moſs 
which nature has contrived at once for uſe and 
ornament. 

But not contented with theſe outer-poſts, ſhe 
now attempts the main-ſpot, and began to 
twitch, to infinuate, and at length to force an 
introduction of a finger into the quick itſelf, in 
ſuch a manner, that had ſhe not proceeded by in- 
ſenſible gradations, that inflamed me beyond the 
power of modeſty to oppoſe its reſiſtance to their 
progreſs, I ſhould have jumped out of bed, and 
cried out for help againſt ſuch ſtrange aſſaults. 

Inſtead of which, her laſcivious touches had 
lighted up a new fire that wantoned through all 
my veins, but fixed with violence in that center 
appointed them by nature, where the firſt ſtrange 
hands were now bufied in feeling, ſqueezing, 
comprefling the lips, then opening them again, 
with a finger between, till an Oh! expreſſed her 
hurting me, where the narrowneſs of the un- 
broken paſſage refuſed it entrance to any depth. 


In the mean time the extenſion of my limbs, 
languid ſtretchings, ſighs, ſhort heavings, all 
conſpired to aſſure that experienced wanton, that 
I was more pleaſed than oFended at her proceed- 
ings, which ſhe ſeaſoned with repeated kiſſes and 
exclamations, ſuch as Oh! what a charm- 
ing creature thou art What a happy 
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cc man will he be that firſt makes a woman of 
% you | Oh! that I were a man for 
« your ſake—— with the like broken 
expreſſions, interrupted by kiſſes as fierce and 
ſalacious as ever I received from the other ſex. 


For my part, I was tranſported, confuſed, and 
out of myſelf: Feelings ſo new were too much 
for me; my heated and alarmed ſenſes were in a 
tumult that robb'd me of all liberty of thought ; 
tears of pleaſure guſhed from my eyes, and ſome- 
what aſſuaged the fire that raged all over me. 


Phebe herſelf, the hackneyed, thorough-bred 
Phœbe, to whom all modes and devices of plea- 
ſure were known and familiar, found, it ſeems, 
in this exerciſe of her art to break young girls, 
the gratification of one of thoſe arbitrary taſtes, 
for which there is no accounting : not that ſhe 
hated men, or did not even prefer them to her 
own ſex; but when ſhe met with ſuch occaſions 
as this was, a ſatiety of enjoyments in the com- 
mon road, perhaps to a ſecret byaſs, inclined her 
to make the moſt of pleaſure, where ever ſhe 
could find it, without diſtinction of ſexes. In 
this view, now well aſſured that ſhe had, by her 
touches, ſufficiently inflamed me for her purpoſe, 
ſhe rolled down the bed-cloaths gently, and I ſaw 
myſelf ſtretched naked, my ſhift being turned up 
to my neck, whilſt I had no power or ſenſe to 
oppoſe it; even my glowing bluſhes expreſſed 
more deſire than modeſty, whilſt the candle left, 
to be ſure not undeſignedly, burning, threw a 
full light on my whole body. 
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& No! (fays Phabe) you muſt not, my ſweet ' 
« girl, thir to hide all theſe treaſures from 
« me, my ſight muſt be feaſted as well as my 
ce touch I mutt devour with my eyes this 
<« ſpringing 5%. - ſuffer me to kiſs it 
« I have not ſeen it enough————let me kiſs it 
© once more — what hrm, ſmooth, white 
* fleſh is here — —— — how delicately 
« ſhaped! — then this delicious down |! 
« Oh! let me view the ſmall, dear, tender 
« cleft! this is too much, I cannot bear it, 
„I] muſt, I muſt, ———.” Here ſhe took my 
hand, and, in a tranſport, carried it where you 
will eaſily gueſs ; but what a difference in the 
{tate of the ſame thing a ſpreading thicket 
of buſhy curls marked the full-grown complete 
woman : then the cavity, to which ſhe guided 
my hand, eaſily received it, and as ſoon as ſhe 
felt it within her, ſhe moved herſelf to and fro, 
with ſo rapid a friction, that J preſently with- 
drew it, wet and clammy, when inſtantly Phebe 
grew more compoſed, after two or three ſighs, 
and heart-fetched Oh's | and giving me a kiſs, 
that ſeemed to exhale her ſoul through her lips, 
ſhe replaced the bed-cloaths over us. 


What pleaſure ſhe had found I will not ſay; 
but this I know, that the firſt ſparks of kindling 
nature, the firſt ideas of pollution, were caught 
by me that night, and that the acquaintance and 
communication with the bad of our own ſex, is 
often as fatal to innocence, as all the ſeduCtions 
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of the other: But to go on: — hen Pyhæbe 
was reſtored to that calm, which I was far from 
the enjoyment of myſelf, ſhe artfully ſounded me 
on all the points neceſſary to govern the deſigns 
of my virtuous miſtreſs on me, and by my anſ- 
wers, drawn from pure undiſſembled nature, ſhe 
had no reaſon but to promiſe herſelf all imagin- 
able ſucceſs, ſo far as it depended on my igno- 
rance, eaſineſs, and warmth of conſtitution. 


After a ſufficient length of dialogue, my bed- 
fellow left me to my reſt, and I fell aſleep, 
through pure wearineſs, from the violent emo- 
tions I had been led into, when nature (wh.ch 
had been too warmly ſtir'd, and fermented to 
ſubſide without allaying by ſome means or other) 
relieved me by one of thoſe luſcious dreams, the 
tranſports of which are ſcarce inferior to thoſe of 
waking, real action. 

In the morning JI awoke, about ten, perfectly 
gay and refreſhed ; Phæbe was up before me, 
and aſked me in the kindeſt manner how I did, 
how I had reſted, and if I was ready for break- 
faſt ? carefully at the ſame time avoiding to en- 
creaſe the confuſion ſhe faw I was in, at looking 
her in the face, by any hint of the night's bed- 
ſcene I told her, if ſhe pleaſed, I would get 
up, and begin any work ſhe would be pleaſed to 
ſet me about. She ſiniled ; preſently the maid 
brought in the tea- equipage, and I juſt huddled 
my cloaths on, when in waddled my miſtreſs. 
I expected no leſs than to be told of, if not chid 
for, my late riſing, when I was agreeably diſ- 
appointed 


A a wi ay 


a „ A + -. 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 23 


appointed by her compliments on my pure and 
freſh looks: © I was a bud of beauty; (this was 
« her ſtile) and how vaſtly all the fine men 
« would admire me!” to all which my anſwers 
did not, I can aſſure you, wrong my breeding: 
they were as ſimple, and filly as they could wiſh, 
and, no doubt, flattered them infinitely more 
than had they proved me enlightened by educa- 
tion and knowledge of the world. 

We breakfaſted; and the tea-things were 
ſcarce removed, when in were brought two bun- 
dles of linen and wearing apparel ; in ſhort, all 
the neceſſaries for rigging me out, as they termed 
it, compleatly. = 

Imagine to yourſelf, madam, how my little 
coquet-heart fluttered with joy at the ſight of a 
white lute-ſtring, flowered with ſilver, ſcoured 
indeed, but paſt on me for ſpick-and-ſpan new, 
a Bruſſel-lace cap, braided ſhoes, and the reſt in 
proportion, all ſecond-hand finery, and procured 


inſtantly for the occaſion, by the diligence and 


induſtry of the good Mrs. Brown, who had al- 
ready a chapman for me in the houſe, before 
whom my charms were to pals in review ; for he 
had not only in courſe inſiſted on a previous ſight 
of the premiſes, but alſo immediate ſurrender to 
him, in caſe of his agreeing for me: concluding 
very wiſely, that ſuch a place as I was in, was 
of the hotteſt, to truſt the keeping of ſuch a pe- 
riſhable commodity in, as a maidenhead, 
The care of drefling, and tricking me out for 
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the market, was then left to Phoebe, who ac- 
quitted herſelf, if not well, at leaſt perfectly to 
the ſatisfaction of every thing but my impatience 
of ſeeing myſelf dreſſed. When it was over, and 
I viewed myſelf in the glaſs, I was, no doubt, too 
natural, too artleſs, to hide my childiſh joy at the 
change; a change in real truth tor ack the 
worſe, ſince I muſt have much better become the 
neat eaſy ſimplicity of my ruſtic dreſs, than the 
aukward, untoward, taudry finery, that 1 could 
not conceal my ſtrangeneſs to. 

Phebe's compliments, however, in which her 
own ſhare in dreſſing me was not forgot, did not 
a little confirm me in now the firſt notions I had 
ever entertained concerning my perfon, which, 
be it ſaid without vanity, was then tolerable 
enough to juſtify a taſte for me, and of which it 
may not be out of place here to ſketch you an 
unflattered picture, 

] was tall, yet not too tall of my age, which, 
as I before remarked, was barely turned of fit- 
teen, my ſhape perfectly ſtraight, thin waiſted, 
and light and free, without owing any thing to 
ſtays. My hair was a glofly auburn, and as ſoit 
as filk, flowing down my neck, in natural 
buckles, and did not a little ſet off the whiteneſs 
of a ſmooth ſkin. My face was rather too ruddy, 
though its features were delicate, and the ſhape 
was a roundifly oval, except where a pit in my 
chin had far from a difagreeable effect: my eyes 
were as black as can be imagined, and rather 
languiſhing than ſparkling, except on certain oc- 

Calions, 


© R=- a © 


QA 88 © 


D 


Qu 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 25 


caſions, when I have been told they ſtruck fire 
fait enough: my teeth, which I ever carefully 
preſerv'd, were imail, even, and white; my bo- 
ſom was finely rais'd, and one might then diſ- 
cern rather the promiſe, than the actual growth, 
of the round, firm breaſts, that in a little time 
made that promiſe good: in ſhort, all the points 
of beauty that are moſt univerſally in requeſt, I 
had, or at leaſt my vanity forbad me to appeal 
from the deciſion of our ſovereign judges the 
men, who all, that I ever knew at leaſt, gave it 
thus highly in my favour; and I met with, even 
in my own ſex, ſome that were above denying 
me that juſtice, whilſt others praiſed me yet more 
unſuſpectedly, by endeavouring to detract from 
me, in points of perſon and figure that I obviouſ- 
ly excelled in. This is I own, too much, 
too ſtrong of ſelf-praiſe ; but ſhould I not be un- 
grateful to nature, and to a form to which I owe 
ſuch ſingular bleſſings of pleaſure and fortune, 
were I to ſuppreſs, through an affectation of mo- 
deity, the mention of ſuch valuable gifts? 

Well then, dreſs'd I was, and little did it 
then enter into my head that all this gay attire 
was no more than decking the victim out for ſa- 
crihce, Whilſt I innocently attributed all to ſheer 
friendſhip and kindneſs in the ſweet good Mrs, 
Brown, who, I was forgetting to mention, had, 
under pretence of keeping my money ſafe, got 
trom me, without the leaſt heſitation, the driblet, 
(ſo I now call it) which remained to me after the 
expences of my journey, 
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After ſome little time, moſt agreeably ſpent 
before the glaſs, in ſcarce ſelf- admiration, ſince 
my new dreſs had by much the greateſt ſhare in 
it, I was ſent for down to the parlour, where the 
old lady ſaluted me, and wiſhed me joy of my 
new cloaths, which, ſhe was not aſham'd to ſay, 
fitted me as if I had worn nothing but the fineſt 
all my life time; but what was it ſhe could not 
ſee me filly enough to ſwallow ? at the ſame time 
ſhe preſented me to another couſin of her creation, 
an elderly gentleman, who got up at my entry 
into the room, and on my dropping a curtſy to 
him, ſaluted me, and ſeemed a little affronted 


that I had only preſented my cheek to him; a 


miſtake, which, it one, he immediately cor- 
rected, by glewing his lips to mine with an ar- 
dour which his figure had not at all diſpoſed me 
to thank him for: his figure, J ſay, than which 
nothing could be more ſhocking or deteſtable ; 
for ugly, and diſagreeable, were terms too gentle 
to convey a juſt idea of it. 

Imagine to yourſelf, a man rather paſt three- 
ſcore, ſhort and ill made, with a yellow cada- 
verous hue, great goggling eyes, that ſtared as 


if he was ſtrangled; an out- mouth from two 


more properly tuſhes than teeth, livid lips, and a 
breath like a jakes; then he had a peculiar ghaſt- 
lineſs in his grin, that made him perfectly fright- 
ful, if not dangerous to women with child; yet, 
made as he was thus in mock of man, he was 
ſo blind to his own ſtaring deformities, as to 
think himſelf born for pleaſing, and that no 
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woman could ſee him with impunity: in con- 
ſ-quence of which idea, he had Javiſhed great 
ſums on ſuch wretches as could gain upon them- 
ſelves to pretend love to his perſon, whilſt to 
thoſe who had not art or patience to diſſemble the 
horror it inſpired, he behaved even brutally. Im- 
potence, more than neceſſity, made him ſeek in 
variety, the provocative that was wanting to raiſe 
him to the pitch of enjoyment, which too he 
often ſaw himielf baulked of by the failure of his 
powers: and this always threw him into a fit of 
rage, which he wreak'd, as far as he durſt, on 
the innocent objects of his fit of momentary 

deſire. | 
This then was the monſter to which my con- 
ſcientious bencſactreſs, who had long been his 
purveyor in this way, had doomed me, and ſont 
for me down purpoſely for his examination; 
accordingly, ſhe made me ſtand up before him, 
turned me round, unpin'd my handkerchief, re- 
mark'd to him the riſe and fall, the turn, and 
whiteneſs of a boſom juſt beginning to fill; then 
made me walk, and took even a handle from the 
ruſticity of my gait, to inflame the inventory of 
my charms : in ſhort, ſhe omitted no point of 
jockeyſhip; to which he only anſwered by gra- 
cious nods of approbation, whilit he looked 
goats and monkeys at me: for I ſometimes ſtole 
a corner-glance at him, and, encountering his 
hery eager ſtare, looked another way from pure 
horror and affright, which he, doubtleſs in cha- 
racter, 
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racer, attributed to nothing more than maiden 
modeſty, or at leaſt the affectation of it. 
However, I was ſoon difmiſs'd, and recon- 
ducted to my room, by Phe, who ſtuck cloſe 
to me, by way of not leaving me alone, and at 
leiſure, to make ſuch reflections as might natu- 
rally riſe to any one, not an idiot, on ſuch a 
ſcene as I had juſt gone through; but to my 
ſhame be it confeſs'd, that ſuch was my invin- 
cible ſtupidity, or rather portentous innocence, 
that I did not yet oven my eyes on Mrs. Brown's 
deſigns, and ſaw nothing in this titular couſin of 
her's, but a ſhocking hideous perſon, which did 
not at all concern me, unleſs that my gratitude 
for my benefactreſs made me extend my refpect 


to all her couſinhood. 


Phebe, however, began to fift the ſtate and 
pulſes of my heart towards this monſter ; aſking 
me how I ſhould approve of ſuch a fine gentle- 
man for a huſband? (fine gentleman, I tuppoſe 
ſhe called him, from his being daubed with lace) 
J anſwered her very naturally, that I had no 
thoughts of a huſband; but that if I was to 
chuſe one, it ſhould be among my own degree 
erſion to that wretch's 
hideous figure indiſpo ſed me to all fine gentlemen, 
and confounded my ideas, 2s if thoſe of that 
rank nad been dell arily caſt in the ſame mould 
that he was; but Phuic was not to be beat off fo, 
but went on with her endeavours to melt and 
ſoften me for the purpoſes of my reception into 
that hoſpitable houſe: and whilit ſne talked of 

the 
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the ſex in general, ſhe had no reaſon to deſpair of 
a compliance, which more than one reaſon 
ſhewed her would be eaſily enough obtained of 
me; but then ſhe had too much experience not 
to diſcover that my particular fix'd averſion to 
that frightful couſin, would be a block not fo 
readily to be removed, as ſuited with the con- 
ſummation of their bargain and fale of me. 
Mother Brown had in the mean time agreed the 
terms with this liquoriſh old goat, which I after- 
wards underſtood were to be fifty guineas peremp- 
tory for the liberty of attempting me, and a 
hundred more at the compleat gratification of his 
deſires, in the triumph over my virginity: and 
as for me, I was to be left entirely at the diſcre- 
tion of his liking and generofity. This un- 
righteous contract being thus ſettled, he was fo 
eager to be put in poſſeſſion, that he inſiſted on 
being introduced to drink tea with me that after- 
noon, when we were to be left alone; nor would 
he hearken to the procureſs's remonſtrances, 
that I was not ſufficiently prepared, and ripened 
for ſuch an attack; that I was yet too green and 
untamed, having been ſcarce twenty-four hours 
in her houſe: it is the character of luſt to be 
impatient, and his vanity arming him againſt any 
ſuppoſition of other than the common reſiſtance 
of a maid on thoſe occaſions, made him reject all 
propoſals of delay, and my dreadful trial was thus 
tixed, unknown to me that very evening. 
At dinner, Mrs. Brown and Phebe did nothing 
but run riot in praiſes of this wonderful couſin, 
and 
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and how happy that woman would be that he 
would favour with his addreſſes: in ſhort, my 
two goſſips exhauſted all their rhetoric to per- 
ſuade me to accept them : © that the gentleman 
« was violently ſmitten with me at firſt fight— 
© that he would make my fortune if I would be 
* a good girl, and not ſtand in my own light 
that I ſhould truſt his honour—that I ſhould 
* be made for ever, and have a chariot to go 
“ abroad in,” with all ſuch ſtuff as was fit to 
turn the head of ſuch a filly ignorant girl as 
I then was: but luckily here my averſion had 
taken already ſuch deep root in me, my heart 
was ſo ſtrongly defended from him by my ſenſes, 
that, wanting the art to maſk my ſentiments, I 
gave them no hopes of their employer's ſucceed- 
ing, at leaſt very eaſily, with me. The glaſs 
too march'd pretty quick, with a view, I ſup- 
poſe, to make a friend of the warmth of my 
conſtitution, in the minutes of the imminent 
attack. 

Thus they kept me pretty long at table, and 
about fix in the evening, after I was retired to 
my own apartment, and the tea-board was ſet, 
enters my venerable miſtreſs, followed cloſe by 
that ſatyr, who came in grinning in a way pecu- 
liar to him, and by his odious preſence confirmed 
me in all the ſentiments of deteſtation which his 
firſt appearance had given birth to. 

He fat down fronting me, and all tea-time kept 
ogling me in a manner that gave me the utmoſt 


pain and confuſion, all the marks of which he 
{till 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. JI 


ſtill explained to be my baſhfulneſs, and not be- 
ing uſed to ſee company. 

Tea over, the commode old lady pleaded ur- 
gent buſineſs, (which indeed was true) to go out, 
and earneſtly deſired me to entertain her couſin 
kindly till ſhe came back, both for my own ſake 
and her's ; and then, with a “ a pray fir, be very 
« good, be very tender of the ſweet child,” ſhe 
went out of the room, leaving me ſtaring with 
my mouth open, and unprepared, by the ſudden- 
neſs of her departure, to oppoſe it. 

We were now alone; and on that idea a 
ſudden fit of trembling ſeized me; I was 
ſo afraid, without a preciſe notion of why, and 
what I had to fear, that I ſat on the ſettee, by 
the fire-ſide, motionleſs, and petrified, without 
life or ſpirit, not knowing how to look, or how 
to ſtir. | 

But long I was not ſuffered to remain in this 
ſtate of ſtupefaction: the monſter ſquatted down 
by me on the ſettee, and without farther cere- 
mony, or preamble, flings his arms about my 
neck, and drawing me pretty forcibly towards 
him, obliged me to receive, in ſpite of my ftrug- 
gles to diſengage from him, his peſtilential kifles, 
which quite overcame me: finding me then next 
to ſenſeleſs and unreſiſting, he tears off my neck- 
handkerchief, and laid all open there to his eyes, 
and hands; ſtill I endured all without flinching, 
till emboldened by my ſufferance, and ſilence, (for 
I had not the power to ſpeak, or cry out) he at- 


tempted to lay me down on the ſettee, and I felt 
his 
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his hand on the lower part of my naked thighs, 
which were croſs'd, and which he endeavour'd 


.to unlock. O then! I was rouzed out of 


my paſſive endurance, and ſpringing from him 
with an activity he was not prepar'd for, threw 
myſelf at his feet, and begged him in the moſt 
moving tone, not to be rude, and that he would 
not hurt me: « hurt you, my dear! ſays 
« the brute, I intend you no harm has not 
« the old lady told you that I loved you! 
that I ſhall do handſomely by you?” ——ſhe 
has indeed, fir, ſaid I; but I cannot love you, 
indeed I nnd pray, let me alone 
yes! I will love you dearly, if you will let 
me alone, and go away: but I was talking 
to the wind; for whether my tears, my attitude, 
or the diſorder of my dreſs prov'd freſh incen- 
tives, or whether he was now under the domi- 
nion of defires he could not bridle, but ſnorting 
and foaming with luſt and rage, he renews his 
attack, ſeizes me, and again attempts to extend 
and fix me on the ſettee; in which he ſucceeded 
ſo far as to lay me along; and even to toſs my 
petticoats over my head, and lay my thighs bare, 
which I obſtinately kept cloſe, nor could he, 
though he attempted with his knee to force them 
open, effect it ſo as to ſtand fair for being maſter 
of the main avenue : he was unbuttoned, both 
waiſtcoat and breeches, yet I only felt the weight 
of his body upon me, whilſt J lay ſtruggling 
with indignation, and dying with terrors; but 
he 


— = 
So 
ISIS * 


2 wa CIR = RS —— 


= SR 
— — 


PIG i =o — 
— — — EEE SS 
A - — — <= 


= onde - = = 


— <2 A oe 4 


4 bots by N 


5 000 ik 
WA 


Ay 106 1 vill . 4 

nee | 

- * 4 La Wl! [ui y 7 136 

1 | | hy 4 l 100 «ll! 00 | }! ll 0 * | 

. * TY MS l ee Wil 

N 10 bi wh! Wan "Wi 7 

1 [ IM nf \ | l K my Wi 

| "| ö Wy 10 Ws i 10 * "oli % i {Wl 

i vw? ö | [ i 4 \ : 
Wan el NN Ne 


N 0 ö 107 


— 


— — % ——2 — :—àõ 


WEL 


—_ — 


tior 
I lo 
ren 


1 * ” — T” — — — — * = . "OI — a 
= i : — 2 2 — — IX — — = 
2 — S - . 2 2 = 8 : 
—___—__— —_— SEE =D Es 3 — — — > — — — . ” _ A_ - ——=—— = . - 
— ö _ EMS p14 oo oowne angry gr per ad — AO —— — 
* N , : "——_ _ = l — = e — J 2 
- — * 2 - 2 . 


—_— — 
— 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE, 33 


he ſtopt all of a ſudden, and got off, panting, 
blowing, curſing, and rehearſing upon me old 
and vgly for fo I had very EY called him, 
in the heat of my defence, 

The brute had, it ſeems, as I afterwards un- 
derſtood, brought on, by his eagerneſs, and 
ſtruggle, the ultimate period of his hot fit of luſt, 
which his power was too ſhort-lived to carry him 
through the full execution of; of which my 
thighs and linen received the efuſion. 

When it was over, he bid me, with a tone of 
diſpleaſure, get up © that he would not 
« do me the honour to think of me any more,— 
«© that the old b—h might look out for another 
„ cully that he wauld not be fooled ſo by 
« &er a country mock-modeſty in England 
« that he ſuppoſed I had left my maidenhead 
* with ſome hobnail in the country, and was 
% come to diſpoſe of my ſkim-milk in town,” 
with a volley of the like abuſe ; which I liſtened 
to with more pleaſure than ever fond woman did 
to proteſtations of love, from her darling minion : 
for, uncapable as I was of receiving any addi- 
tion to my perfect hatred and averſion for him, 
I looked on his railing, as my ſecurity againſt his 
renewing his moſt odious careſſes. 

Yet, plain as Mrs. Brown's views were now 
come out, I had not the heart, or ſpirit to open 

my eyes on them: ſtill I could not part with my 
| dependence on that beldam ; fo much did I think 
myſelf her's, ſoul and body ; or rather, -I ſought 


to deceive myſelf with the continuation of my 
Vol. I. D good 
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good opinion of her, and choſe to wait the worſt 
at her hands, ſooner than be turned out to 
ſtarve in the ſtreets, without a penny of money, 


or a friend to apply to: theſe fears were my 


folly. 

Whilſt this confuſhon of ideas was paſſing in 
my head, and I fat penſive by the fire, with my 
eyes brimming with tears, my neck ſtill bare, 
and my cap fallen off in the ſtruggle, ſo that my 
hair was in the diſorder you may gueſs, the vil- 
lain's luſt began, I ſuppoſe, to be again in flow, 
at the fight of all that bloom of youth which 
preſented itfelf to his view, a bloom yet unen- 


joyed, and in courſe not yet indifferent to him. 
After ſome pauſe, he aſked me, with a tone of 


voice mightily ſoftened, whether I would make it 
up with him before the old lady returned, and all 
ſhould be well; he would reſtore me his affec- 
tions ; at the ſame time offering to kiſs me, and 
feel my breaſts. But now my extreme averſion, 
my fears, my indignation, all acting upon me, 
gave me a ſpirit not natural to me, fo that break- 
ing looſe from him, I ran to the bell, and rang 
it, before he was aware, with ſuch violence and 
effect, as brought up the maid to know what was 
the matter, or whether the gentleman wanted 
any thing? and, before he could proceed to 
greater extremities, ſhe bounced into the room, 
and ſeeing me ſtretched on the floor, my hair all 
diſhevelled, my noſe guſhing out blood, (which 
did not a little tragedize the ſcene) and my odi- 
ous perſecutor {till intent on puſhing his brutal 
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point, unmoved by all my cries and diſtreſs, ſhe 
was herſelf confounded, and did not know what 
to do, 

As much however as Martha might be pre- 
pared, and hardened to tranſactions of this ſort, 
all womanhood muſt have been out of her heart, 
could ſhe have ſeen this unmoved. Beſides that, 
#1 the face of things, ſhe imagined that matters 
had gone greater lengths than they really had, 
and that the courteſy of the houſe had been ac- 
tually conſummated on me, and flung me into 
the condition I was in: in this notion ſhe in- 
ſtantly took my part, and adviſed the gentleman 
to go down, and leave me to recover myſelf, and 
that all would be ſoon over. with me. 
That when Mrs. Brown, and Phœbe, who were 
gone out, were returned, they would take care 
for every thing to his ſatisfaction——that nothing 
would be loſt by a little patience with the poor 
tender thing that for her part ſhe was fright- 
ened ſhe could not tell what to ſay to ſuch 
Coings—— but that ſhe would ſtay by me till my 
miſtreſs came home. As the wench ſaid all this 
in a reſolute tone, and the monſter himſelf began 
to perceive that things would not mend by his 
ſtaying, he took his hat and went out of the room 
murmuring, and pleating his brows like an old 
ape, ſo that I was delivered from the horrors of 
his deteſtable preſence. 

As ſoon as he was gone, Martha very tenderly 
offered me her aſſiſtance in any thing, and would 
bave got me ſome hartſhorn drops, and put me to 
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bed: which laſt I, at firſt, poſitively refuſed, in 


the fear that the monſter might return, and take 
me at that advantage: however, with much per- 
ſuaſion, and aſſurances that I ſhould not be mo- 
leſted that night, ſhe prevailed on me to lie down 


and indeed I was ſo weakened by my ſtruggles, ſo 


dejected by my fearful apprehenſions, ſo terror- 
ſtruck, that I had no power to fit up, or hardly 
to give anſwers to the queſtions with which the 
curious Martha ply'd and perplexed me. 

Such too, and ſo cruel was my fate, that I 
dreaded the fight of Mrs. Brown, as if J had 
been the criminal, and ſhe the perſon injured : 
a miſtake which you will not think ſo ſtrange, on 
diſtinguiſhing that neither virtue, or principles, 
had the leaſt ſhare in the defence I had made ; 
but only the particular averſion I had conceived 
againſt this firſt brutal and frightful invader of 
my tender innocence. 

I paſſed then the time till Mrs. Brown's return 
home, under all the agitations of fear and "_ 
that may eaſily be gueſſed. 

About eleven at night my two ladies came 
home, and having received rather a favourable 
account from Martha, who had run down to let 
them in: (for Mr. Crofts, that was the name of 
my brute, was gone out of the houſe, after 
waiting till he had tired his patience for Mrs. 
Brown's return) they came thundering up ſtairs, 
and ſeeing me pale, my face bloody, and all the 
marks of the moſt thorough dejection, they em- 
ployed themſelves more to comfort and re-in- 
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ſpirit me, than in making me the reproaches I 
was weak enough to fear: I who had ſo many 
juſter and ſtronger to retort upon them. 

Mrs. Brown withdrawn, Phebe came preſently 
to bed to me, and what with the anſwers ſhe 
drew from me, what with her own method of 
palpably ſatisfying herſelf, ſhe ſoon diſcovered 
that I had been more frighted than hurt, upon 
which, I ſuppoſe being herſelf ſeiz'd with ſleep, 
and reſerving her lectures and inſtructions till the 
next morning, ſhe left me, properly ſpeaking, 
to my unreſt : for after toſſing, and turning, the 
greateſt part of the night, and tormenting my- 
ſelf with the falſe notions and apprehenſions of 
things, I fell, through mere fatigue, into a kind 
of delirious doze, out of which I waked late in 
the morning, in a violent fever; a circumſtance 
which was extremely critical to reprieve me, at 
leaſt for a time, from the attacks of a wretch, 
infinitely more terrible to me than death itſelf, 

The intereſted care that was taken of me du- 
ring my illneſs, to plump me again, like a pullet 
for the ſpit, in ogder to reſtore me to a con- 
dition of making good the bawd's engagements, 
or of enduring farther trials, had however ſuch 
an effect on my grateful diſpoſition, that I even 
thought myſelf oblig'd to my undoers for their 
attentions to promote my recovery, and, above 
all, for the keeping out of my fight that brutal 
raviſher, the author of my diſorder, on their 
finding I was too ſtrongly moved at the bare men- 
tion of his name. 
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Youth is ſoon raiſed; and a few days were 
ſufficient to conquer the fury of my fever: but 
what contributed moſt to my perfect recovery, 
and to my reconciliation with life, was the timely 
news, that Mr. Crofts, who was a merchant of 
conſiderable dealings, was arreſted at the king's 
ſuit, for near forty thouſand pounds, on account 
of his driving a certain contraband trade, and 
that his affairs were ſo deſperate, that even were 
it in his inclination, it would not be in his power 
to renew his deſigns upon me: for he was in- 
ſtantly thrown into a priſon, which it was not 
likely that he would get out of in haſte. 

Mrs. Brown, who had touched his fifty guineas, 
advanced to ſo little purpoſe, and loſt all hopes 
of the remaining hundred, began to look upon 
my treatment of him with a more favourable eye; 
and as they had obſerved my temper to be per- 
fectly tractable, and conformable to their views, 
all the girls that compoſed her flock, were ſuf- 
fered to viſit me, and had their cue to diſpoſe me, 
by their converſation, to a perfect reſignation of 
myſelf to Mrs. Brown's direction. 

Accordingly they were let in upon me, and 
all that frolic and thoughtleſs gaiety in which 
thoſe giddy creatures conſume their leiſure, made 


me envy a condition of which I only ſaw the fair 
fide : inſomuch, that the being one of them be- 
cameeven my ambition : a diſpoſition which they 
all carefully cultivated ; and I wanted now no- 
thing but to reſtore my health, that I might be 
able to undergo the ceremony of the initiation. 
Conver- 
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Converſation, example, all, in ſhort, con- 
tributed, in that houſe, to corrupt my native 
purity, which had taken no root in education, 
whilſt now the inflammable principle of pleaſure, 
ſo eaſily fired at my age, made ſtrange work 
within me, and all the modeſty I was brought 
up in the habit (not the inſtruction) of, began 
to melt away, like dew before the ſun's-heat ; 
not to mention that I made a vice of neceſſity, 
from the. conſtant fears I had of being turned out 
to ſtarve. 

I was ſoon pretty well recovered, and at cer- 
tain hours allowed to range all over the houſe, 
but cautiouſly kept from ſeeing any company, till 
the arrival of lord B. from Bath, to whom 
Mrs. Brown, in reſpect to his experienced ge- 
neroſity on ſuch occaſions, propoſed to offer the 
refuſal of that trinket of mine, which bears ſo 
great an imaginary value ; and his lordſhip being 
expected in town in leſs than a fortnight, Mrs. 
Brown judged I ſhould be entirely renewed in 
beauty, and freſhneſs, by that time, and afford 
her the chance of a better bargain than ſhe had 
driven with Mr. Crofts, 

In the mean time, I was ſo thoroughly, as 
they call it, brought over, ſo tame to their 
whiſtle, that had my cage-door been ſet open, 
I had no idea that I ought to fly any where, 
ſooner than ſtay where I was; nor had I the 
leaſt ſenſe of regretting my condition, but waited 
very quietly for whatever Mrs. Brown ſhould 
order concerning me, who on her fide, by her- 
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ſelf, and her agents, took more than the ne- 
ceſſary precautions to Jull and lay aſleep all juſt 
reflexions on my deſtination. 

Preachments of morality over the left ſhoul- 
der, a life of joy painted in the gayeſt colours, 
careſſes, promiſes, indulgent treatment, nothing 
in ſhort was wanting to domeſticate me entirely, 
and to prevent my going out any where to get 
better advice; alas ! I dream'd of no ſuch thing. 

Hitherto J had been indebted only to the girls 
of the houſe for the corruption of my innocence : 
their luſcious talk, in which modeſty was far 


from reſpected, their deſcriptions of their engage - 


ments with men, had given me a tolerable in- 
ſight into the nature and myſteries of their pro- 
feſſion, at the ſame time that they highly pro- 
voked an itch of florid warm-ſpirited blood 


through every vein; but above all, my bed- 


fellow Phebe, whoſe pupil I more immediately 
was, exerted her talents in giving me the firſt 
tinctures of pleaſure : whilſt nature now warm'd, 
and wantoned with © diſcoveries ſo intereſting, 


piqu'd a curiofity which Phebe artfully whetted, 


and leading me from queſtion to queſtion of her 
own ſuggeſtion, explained to me all the myſte- 
ries of Venus; but I could not long remain in 
ſuch an houſe as that, without being an eye- 
witneſs of more than I could conceive from her 

deſcriptions. 
One day about twelve at noon, being tho- 
roughly recovered of my fever, I happened to be 
In 
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in Mrs. Brown's dark cloſet, where I had not 
been half an hour, reſting on the maid's ſettle- 
bed, before I heard a ruſtlng in the bed-cham- 
ber, ſeparated from the cloſet only by two ſaſh- 
doors, before the glaſſes of which were drawn 
two yellow-damaſk curtains, but not fo cloſe as 
to exclude the full view of the room from any 
perſon in the cloſet. 

J inſtantly crept foftly, and poſted myſelf ſo, 
that ſceing every thing minutely, I could not 
myſelf be ſeen; and who ſhould come in but 
the venerable mother abbeſs herſelf! handed in 
by a tall, brawny, young horſe. grenadier, mould- 
ed in the Hercules-ſtile ; in fine, the choice of the 
moſt experienced dame, in thoſe AFFAIRS, in all 
London. 

Oh! how ſtill and huſh did I keep at my 
ſtand, leſt any noiſe ſhould baulk my cures 
or bring madam into the cloſet ! 

But I had not much reaſon to fear either, for 
ſhe was ſo entirely taken up with her preſent 
great concern, that ſhe had no ſenſe of attention 
to ſpare to any thing elſe. 

Droll was it to ſee that clumſy fat figure of her's 
flop down on the foot of the bed, oppoſite to the 
cloſet-door, ſo that I had a full front-view of all 
her charms. 

Her paramour ſat down by her: he ſeemed to 
be a man of very few words, and a great ſtomach ; 
for proceeding inſtantly to eſſentials, he gave her 
ſome hearty ſmacks, and thruſting his hands into 


her 
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her breaſts, diſengag'd them from her ſtays, in 
ſcorn of whoſe confinement they broke looſe, and 
ſwagged down, navel low at leaſt. A more en- 
ormous pair did my eyes never behold, nor of a 
worſe colour, flagging-ſoft, and moſt lovingly 
contiguous : yet ſuch as they were, this neck- 
beef-eater ſeemed to paw them with a moſt un- 
enviable guſt, ſeeking in vain to confine or cover 
one of them with a hand ſcarce leſs than a ſhoul- 
der of mutton : after toying with them thus ſome 
time, as if they had been worth it, he laid her 
down pretty briſkly, and canting up her petty- 
coats, made barely 'a maſk of them to her broad 
red face, that bluſh'd with nothing but brandy. 

As he ſtood on one ſide for a minute or ſo, 
unbuttoning his waiſtcoat, and breeches, her 
fat brawny thighs hung down, and the whole 
greaſy landſcape lay fairly open to my view: a wide 
open-mouth'd gap, overſhaded with a grizzly 
buſh, feemed held out like a beggar's wallet for 
its n 

But I ſoon had my eyes called off by a more 
ſtriking object, that entirely engroſs'd them. 

Her ſturdy ſtallion had now unbutton'd, and 
produced naked, ſtiff, and erect, that wonder- 
ful machine, which I had never ſeen before, and 
which, for the intereſt my own ſeat of pleaſure 
began to take furiouſly in it, I ſtar'd at with all 
the eyes I had, however my ſenſes were toq 
much flurried, too much concenter'd in that now 
burning ſpot of mine, to obſerve any thing more 


than in general the make and turn of that inſtru. 
ment, 
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ment, from which the inſtinct of nature, yet 
more than all I had heard of it, now ſtrongly in- 
formed me, I was to expect that ſupreme plea- 
ſure which ſhe has placed in the meeting of thoſe 
parts ſo admirable fitted for each other, 

Long, however, the young ſpark did not remain, 
before, giving it two or three ſhakes, by way of 
brandiſhing it, he threw himſelf upon her, and 
his back being now towards me, I could only 
take his being ingulph'd for granted, by the di- 
rection he mov'd in, and the impoſſibility of 
miſſing fo ſtaring a mark; and now the bed 
ſhook, the curtains rattled ſo, that I could ſcarce 
hear the ſighs, and murmurs, the heaves, and 
pantings that accompanied the action, from the 
beginning to the end; the ſound and ſight of 


which thrill'd to the very ſoul of me, and made 


every vein of my body circulate liquid fires: the 
emotion grew ſo violent that it almoſt intercepted 
my reſpiration, 

Prepared then, and diſpoſed as I was by the 
diſcourſe of my companions, and Phwebe's minute 
detail of every thing, no wonder that ſuch a fight 
gave the laſt dying blow to my native innocence, 

Whilſt they were in the heat of the action, 
guided by nature only, I ftole my hand up my 
petty-coat, and with fingers all on fire, ſeized, 
and yet more inflamed that center of all my ſen- 
ſes; my heart palpitated, as if it would force its 
way through my boſom: I breath'd with pain: I 
twiſted my thighs, ſqueezed, and compreſs'd the 
lips of that virgin-ſlit, and following mechanical- 
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ly the example of Phæbe's manual operation on 
it, as far as I could find admiſſion, brought on at 
laſt the critical extaſy, the melting flow, into 
which nature, ſpent with exceſs of pleaſure, diſ- 
ſolves and dies away. 

After which my ſenſes recover'd coolneſs 
enough to obſerve the reſt of the tranſaction be- 
tween this happy pair. 

The young fellow had juſt diſmounted, when 
the old lady immediately ſprung up, with all the 
vigour of youth, derived no doubt from her late 
refreſhment, and making him fit down, began 
in her turn to kiſs him, and pat and pinch his 
cheeks, and play with his hair, all which he re- 
ceiv'd with an air of indifference, and coolneſs, 
that ſhewed him to me much altered from what 
he was when he firſt went on the breach. 

My pious governeſs, however, not being above 
calling in auxiliaries, unlocks a little caſe of cor- 
dials that ſtood near the bed, and made him pledge 
her in a very plentiful dram : after which, and a 
little amorous parly, madam fat herſelf down 
upon the ſame place at the bed's foot; and the 
young fellow ſtanding ſideways by her, ſhe, with 
the greateſt effrontery imaginable, unbuttons his 


breeches, and removing his ſhirt, draws out his 


affair, ſo ſhrunk and diminiſh'd that I could not 
but remember the difference, now creſt-fallen, 
or juſt faintly lifting its head: but our experienc'd 
matron very ſoon, by chafing it with her hands, 
brought it to ſwell to that ſiae and erection I had 


before ſeen it up to. 
I ad- 
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I admired then, upon a freſh account, and 
with a nicer ſurvey, the texture of that capital 
part of man: the flaming red head as it ſtood un- 
capt, the whiteneſs of the ſhaft, and the ſhrub- 
growth of curling hair that embrowned the roots 
of it, the roundiſh bag that dangled down, from 
it, all exacted my eager attention; and renewed 
my flame ; but as the main affair was now at the 
point the induſtrious dame had laboured to bring 
it to, ſhe was not in the humour to put off the 
payment of her pains, but laying herſelf down, 
drew him gently upon her, and thus they finiſh'd, 
in the ſame manner as before, the old laſt act. 

This over, they both went out lovingly toge- 
ther, the old lady having firſt made him a pre- 
ſent, as near as I could obſerve, of three or four 
pieces; he being not only her particular favourite 
on account of his performances, but a retainer 
to the hoùſe, from whoſe fight ſhe had taken great 
care hitherto to ſecret me, leſt he might not have 
had patience to wait for my lord's arrival, but 
have inſiſted on being his taſter, which the old 
lady was under too much ſubjection to him to 
dare diſpute with him; for every girl of the houſe 
fell to him in courſe, and the old lady only now 
and then got her turn, in conſideration of the 
maintenance he had, and which he could ſcarce 
be accuſed of not earning, from her. 

As ſoon as I heard them go down ſtairs, I ſtole 
up ſoftly to my own room, out of which I had 
been luckily not miſt, There I began to breathe 
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emotions which the ſight of ſuch an encounter 
had rais'd in me. I laid me down on the bed, 
ſtretch'd myſelf out, pining, ardently wiſhing, 
and requiring any means to divert or allay the re- 
kindl'd rage and tumult of my deſires, which all 
pointed ſtrongly to their pole, man. I felt about 
the bed, as if I ſought for ſomething that I graſp'd 
in my waking dream, and not finding it, could 
have cried for vexation, every part of me glowing 
with ſtimulating fires. At length, I reſorted to 
the only preſent remedy, that of vain attempts at 
digitation, where the ſmallneſs of the theatre, 
did not yet afford room enough for action, and 
where the pain my fingers gave me, in ſtriving 
for admiſſion, though they procur'd me a flight 
ſatisfaction for the preſent, ſtarted an apprehenſi- 
on, which I could not be eaſy till I had commu- 
nicated to Phoebe, and received her explanations 
upon it. | 

The opportunity however did not offer till next 
morning, for Phœbe did not come to bed till long 
after I was gone to ſleep: as ſoon then, as we 
were both awake, it was but in courſe to bring 
our ly-a-bed chat to land on the ſubject of my 
uneaſineſs: to which a recital of the love-ſcene, 
I had thus, by a chance been ſpectatreſs of, ſerved 
for a preface, 

Phœbe could not hear it to the end without 
more than one interruption by peals of laughter, 
and my ingenuous way of relating matters did 
not a little heighten the joke to her. 

But on her ſounding me how the ſight had af- 

teted 
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ſected me: without mincing or hiding the plea- 
ſurable notions it had inſpir'd me with, I told 
her at the ſame time that one remark had per- 
plex'd me, and that very conſiderably : “ Ay!” 
ſays ſhe, what was that?” why, replied TI, 
having very curiouſly and attentively compared 
the ſize of that enormous machine, which did 
not appear, at leaſt to my fearful imagination, 
leſs than my wriſt, and at leaſt three of my hand- 
fuls long, to that of the tender, ſmall part of me 
which was framed to receive it, I could not con- 
ceive its being poſſible to afford it entrance there, 


without dying, perhaps in the greateſt pain, ſince 


ſhe well knew that even a finger thruſt in there, 
hurt me beyond bearing : —— as to my 
miſtreſs's and your's - - - E I can very 
plainly diſtinguiſh the different dimenſions of 
them from mine, palpable to the touch, and viſible 
to the eye, ſo that in ſhort, great as the promiſed 
pleaſure may be, I am afraid of the pain of the 
experiment, 
Phœbe at this redoubl'd her laugh, and, vhilſt 
I expected a very ſerious ſolution of my doubts 
and apprehenſions in this matter, only told me that 
ſhe never heard of a mortal wound being given in 
thoſe parts, by that terrible weapon, and that 
ſome ſhe knew younger, and as delicately made 
as myſelf, had outlived the operation, that ſhe 
believed, at the worſt, I would take a great deal 
of killing: - - - - that true it was, there was a 
great diverſity of ſizes in thoſe parts, owing to 
nature, child-bearing, frequent over-ſtretching 
with 
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with unmerciful machines ; but that at a certain 
age, and habit of body, even the moſt experienc'd 
in thoſe affairs could not well diſtinguiſh between 
the maid, and the woman, ſuppoſing too an abſence 
of all artifice, and things in their natural ſituation ; 
but that ſince chance had thrown in my way one 
ſight of that ſort, ſhe would procure me another, 
that ſhould feaſt my eyes more delicately, and go 
a great way in the cure of my fears from that 
imaginary difproportion. 

On this ſhe aſked me if I knew Polly Philips, 
Undoubtedly, ſays I, the fair girl which was fo 
tender of me when I was ſick, and has been, as 
you told me, but two months in the houſe? the 


ſame, ſays Phœbe. You muſt know then, ſhe is kept 
by a young Genoeeſe merchant, whom his uncle, 


who is immenſely rich, and whoſe darling he is, 
ſent over here with an Eng/;/h merchant his friend, 
on a pretext of ſettling ſome accounts, but in 
reality to humour his inclinations for travelling, 
and ſeeing the world. He met caſually with this 
Polly once in company, and taking a liking to her, 
makes it worth her while to keep entirely to him: 
he comes to her here twice or thrice a week, and 
ſhe receives him in the light cloſet up one pair of 
ſtairs, where he enjoys her in a taſte I ſuppoſe 
peculiar to the heat, or perhaps the caprices of 
his own country. I ſay no more; but to-mor- 
row being his day, you ſhall fee what paſſes be- 
tween them, from a place only known to your 
miſtreſs, and mylelt. 


You 
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You may be ſure, in the ply I was now taking, 
] had no objection to the propoſal, and was ra- 
ther a tiptoe for it's accompliſhment. 

At five in the evening then, next day, Phwebe, 
punctual to her promiſe, came to me as I ſat alone 
in my own room, and beckon'd me to follow her. 

We went down the back-ftairs very ſoftly, and 
opening the door of a dark cloſet, where there 
was ſome old furniture kept, and ſome caſes 
of liquors, ſhe drew me in after her, and faſten- 
ing the door upon us, we had no light but what 
came through a long crevice in the partition be- 
tween ours, and the light cloſet, where the ſcene 
of action lay: ſo that fitting on thoſe low caſes, 
we could, with the greateſt eaſe, as well as 
clearneſs, ſee all objects, (ourſelves unſeen) only 
by applying our eyes cloſe to the crevice, where 
the moulding of a pannel had warp'd, or ſtarted 
a little on the other fide. 

The young gentleman was the firſt perſon I ſaw, 

with his back directly towards me, looking at a 
print. Polly was not yet come. In leſs than a 
minute tho', the door opened, and ſhe came in, 
and at the noiſe the door made, he turned about, 
and came to meet her, with an air of the greateſt 
tenderneſs and ſatisfaction. 
After ſaluting her, he led her to a couch that 
fronted us, where they both ſat down, and the 
young Genoeſe help'd her to a glaſs of wine, with 
tome Naples biſket on a falver, | 

Preſently, when they had exchanged a few 


kiſſes, and queſtions in broken Engliſh on ane fide, 
Vor. J. he 
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he began to unbutton, and, in fine, ſtript unto 
his ſhirt. 

As if this had been the ſignal agreed on for 
pulling off all their cloaths, a ſcheme which the 
heat of the ſeaſon perfectly favoured, P«/ly began 
to draw her pins, and as ſhe had no ſtays to un- 
lace, ſhe was in a trice, with her gallant's offici- 
ous aſſiſtance, undreſs'd to all but her ſhift, 

When he ſaw this, his breeches were imme= 
diately looſen'd, waiſt, and kneebands, and ſhpt 
over his ancles, clean off: his ſhirt collar was 
unbutton'd too: then firſt giving Polly an en- 
couraging kiſs, he ſtole as it were the ſhift off 
the girl, who being I ſuppoſe broke and familia. 
riz'd to this humour, bluſh'd indeed, but leſs 
than I did, at the apparition of her now ſtanding 
ſtark-naked, juſt as ſhe came out of the hands of 
pure nature, with her black hair looſe, and a- 
float down her dazzling white neck and ſhoul- 

whilſt the deepen'd carnation of her checks 
went off gradually into the hue of glaz'd ſnow; 
for ſuch were the blended tints, and poliſh of her 
ſkin, 

This girl could not be above eighteen. Her 
face regular and ſweet-featur'd, her ſhape exqui- 
ſite, nor could I help envying her two ripe en- 
chanting breaſts, finely plump'd out in fleſh, but 
withal ſo round, fo firm, that they ſuſtain'd them- 
ſelves, in ſcorn of any ftay: then their nipples 
pointing different ways mark'd their pleaſing ſe- 
paration: beneath them lay the delicious tract of 
the belly, which terminated in a parting 2 riſt 
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ſcarce diſcernable, that modeſtly ſeem'd to retire 
downwards, and ſeek ſhelter between two plump 
fleſhy thighs : the curling hair that overſpread it's 
delightful front, cloathed it with the richeſt ſable 
fur in the univerſe: in ſhort, ſhe was evidently a 
ſubject for the painters to court her ſitting to them 
for a pattern of female beauty, in all the pride 
and pomp of nakedneſs. 

The young Italian (ſtill in his ſhirt) ſtood gaz- 
ing, and tranſported at the ſight of beauties that 
might have fir'd a dying hermit ; his eager eyes 
devour'd her, as ſhe ſhifted attitudes at his dif- 
cretion : neither were his hands excluded their 
ſhare of the high feaſt; but wander'd, on the 
hunt of pleaſure, over every part and inch of her 
body, ſo qualified to afford the moſt exquilite ſenſe. 
of it. 

In the mean time, one could not help obſerv- 
ing the ſwell of his ſhirt before, that bolſter'd 
out, and pointed out the condition of things be- 
hind the curtain: but he ſoon remov'd it, by ſlip- 
ing his ſhirt over his head; and now, as to nak- 
edneſs, they had nothing to reproach one ano- 
ther. . : 

The young gentleman, by Phœbe's gueſs, was 
about two and twenty: tall and well limb'd. 
His body was finely form'd, and of a moſt vigor- 
ous make, ſquare ſhoulder'd, and broad-cheſted. 
His face was not remarkable any way, but for a 
noſe inclining to the Roman, eyes large, black, 
and ſparkling, and a ruddineſs in his cheeks that 
was the more a grace, for his complexion being of 
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the browneſt, not of that duſky dun colour which 
excludes the idea of freſhneſs, but of that clear, 
olive gloſs, which glowing with life, dazzles 
perhaps leſs than fairneſs, and yet pleaſes more, 
when it pleaſes at all, His hair being too 
ſhort to tie, fell no lower than his neck, in 
ſhort eaſy curls: and he had a few ſprigs about 
his paps, that garniſh'd his cheſt in a ftile of 
ſtrength and manlineſs. "Then his grand move- 
ment, which ſeem'd to riſe out of a thicket of 
curling hair that ſpread from the root, all round 
his thighs and belly up to the navel, ſtood ſtiff, 
and upright, but of a ſize to frighten me, by 
ſvmpathy, for the ſmall tender part, which was 
the object of its fury, and which now lay expos'd 
to my faireſt view: for he had immediately, 
on {tripping off his ſhirt, gently puſh'd her 
down on the couch, which ſtood conveniently 
to break her willing fall. Her thighs were ſpread 
out to their utmoſt extenſion, and diſcovered be- 
tween them the mark of the ſex, the red-center'd 
cleft of fleſh, whoſe lips vermilioning inwards, 
expreſt a ſmall rubid line in ſweet miniature, ſuch 
as that not Guido's touch or colouring could ever 
attain to the life, or delicacy of it. 

Phoebe, at this, gave me a gentle jog, to pre- 
pare me for a whiſper'd queſtion, * whether I 
thought my little maiden-toy was much leſs f” 
but my attention was too much engroſs'd, too 
much enwrap'd with all I ſaw, to be able to give 
her any anſwer, 

By this time, the young gentleman had chang- 
ed her poſture from lying breadth to length-wile 
on 
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on the couch : but her thighs were ſtill ſpread, 
and the mark lay fair for him, who now kneel- 
ing between them, diſplay'd to us a ſide-view of 
that fherce erect machine of his, which threaten'd 
no leſs than ſplitting the tender victim, who lay 
ſmiling at the uplifted ſtroke, nor ſeem'd to de- 
cline it. He look'd upon his weapon himſelf 
with ſome plcaſurc, and guiding it with his hand 
to the inviting ſlit, drew aſide the lips, and lodg'd 
it (after ſome thruſts, which Polly ſeem'd even to 
aſſt) about half way: but there it ſtuck, I ſup- 
poſe, from its growing thickneſs: he draws it 
again, and juſt wetting it with ſpittle, re-enters, 
and with eaſe ſheath'd it now up to the hilt, at 
which Pelly gave a deep ſigh, which was quite in 
another tone than that of pain ; he thruſts, ſhe 
heaves, at firſt gently, and in a regular cadence, 
but preſently the tranſport began to be too vio- 
lent to obſerve any order or meaſure, their mo- 
tions were too rapid, their kiſſes too fierce, and 
fervent, for nature to ſupport ſuch fury long: 
both ſeem'd to me out of themſelves, their eyes 
ſtarted fires; Oh! Oh! I can't bear it 
« It is too much. I die. I 
«© am a going ”? were Polly's expreſſions 
of extaſy: his joys were more filent; but ſoon 
broken murmurs, ſighs heart-fetch'd, and at 
length a diſpatching thruſt, as if he would have 
forced himſelf up her body, and then the motion- 
leſs languor of all his limbs, all ſhewed that the 
die-away moment was come upon him, which 
{he gave ſigns of joining with, but the wild throw- 
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ing of her hands about, cloſing her eyes, and 
giving a deep ſob, in which ſhe ſeem'd to expire 
in an agony of bliſs. 

When he had finiſh'd his ſtroke, and got from 
off her, ſhe lay ftill without the leaſt motion, 
breathleſs, as it ſhould ſeem, with pleaſure. He 
replaced her again breadthwiſe on the couch, un- 
able to fit up, with her thighs open, between 
which I could obſerve a kind of white liquid, like 
froth, hanging about- the outward lips of that re- 
cent opened wound, which now glowed with a 
deeper red. Preſently ſhe gets up, and throwing 
her arms round him, ſeemed far from undelight- 
ed with the trial he had put her to, to judge at 
leaſt by the fondneſs with which ſhe ey'd, and 
bung upon him. 

For my part, I will not pretend to deſcribe 
what I felt all over me, during this ſcene ; but 
from that inſtant, adicu all fears of what man 
could do unto me? they were now changed into 
ſuch ardent defires, ſuch ungovernable longings, 
that I could have pull'd the firſt of that ſex that 
ſhould preſent himſelf, by the ſleeve, and offered 
him the bauble, which I now imagin'd the loſs 
of would be a gain I could not top ſoon procure 
mylelt. 

Phebe, who had more experience, and to whom 
ſuch ſights were not ſo new, could not however 
be unmov'd at ſo warm a ſcene; and drawing me 
away ſoftly from the peep-hole, for fear of being 
over-heard, guided me as near the door as poſ- 
hble ; all paſſive, and obedient to her laſt ſignals, 

Here 
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Here was no room either to fit, or lie, but 
making me ſtand with my back towards the door, 
ſhe lifted up my petticoats, and with her buſy fin- 
gers fell to viſit, and explore that part of me, where 
now the heat and irritations were ſo violent, that 
I was perfectly fick and ready to die with defire : 
that the bare touch of her finger in that critical 
place, had the effect of fire to a train, and her 
hand inſtantly made her ſenſible to what a pitch 
I was wound up, and melted by the ſight ſhe had 
thus procured me: ſatisfied then with her ſucceſs, 
in allaying a heat that would have made me im- 
patient of ſeeing the continuation of tranſactions 
between our amorous couple, ſhe brought me a- 
gain to the crevice, ſo favourable to our curioſity, 

We had certainly been but a few inſtants away 
from it, and yet on our return we ſaw every thing 
in good forwardneſs for recommencing the tender 
hoſtilities, 

The young foreigner was fitting down, front- 
ing us, on the couch ; with Polly upon one knee, 
who had her arms round his neck, whilſt the ex- 
treme whiteneſs of her ſkin was not undelightful- 
ly contraſted by the ſmooth gloſſy brown of her 
lover's. 

But who could count the fierce, unnumber'd 
kiſſes given and taken; in which I could often 
diſcover their exchanging the velvet thruſt, when 
both their mouths were double-tongu'd, and 
ſeem'd to favour the mutual inſertion with the 
greateſt guſt and delight. 
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In the mean time, his red-headed champion 
that had ſo lately fled the pit, quell'd, and abaſh'd, 
was now recover'd to the top of its condition, 
perk'd and creſted up between Polly's thighs, who 
was not wanting on her part to coax and keep it 
in good humour, ſtroaking it with her head down, 


and receiving even its velvet tip between the lips 
of not its proper mouth, whether ſhe did this out 


of any particular pleaſure, or whether it was to 
render it more glib, and eaſy of entrance, I could 
not tell; but it had ſuch an effect, that the young 
gentleman ſeem'd by his eyes, that ſparkled with 
more excited luſtre, and his inflamed counte- 
nance, to receive increaſe of pleaſure, He got 
up, and taking Polly in his arms embraced her, and 
faid ſomething too ſoftly for me to hear, leading 
her withal to the foot of the couch, and taking 
delight to flap her thighs, and poſteriors with 
that ſtiff ſinew of his, which hit them, with a 


ſpring, that he gave it with his hand, and made 


them reſound again, but hurt her about as much 
as he meant to hurt her, who ſeemed to be in as 

frolicſome a humour for dalliance as himſelf. 
But, gueſs my ſurpriſe, when I ſaw the lazy 
oung rogue lic down on his back, and gently 
pull down Polly upon him, who giving way to his 
humour, ſtraddled, and with her hands conduct- 
ed the blind favourite to the right place, and fol- 
lowing her impulſe, ran directly upon the flaming 
point of his weapon of pleaſure, which ſhe ſtak'd 
herſelf upon, up-pierc'd, and infix'd to the ex- 
tremeſt hair-breadth of it: thus ſhe fat on him, 
a few 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE, 57 


a few inſtants, enjoying, and reliſhing her ſitua- 
tion, whilſt he toyed with her provoking breaſts. 
Sometimes ſhe would ſtoop to meet his 
kiſs: but preſently the ſting of pleaſure ſpurred 
them up to fiercer action: then began the ſtorm 
of heaves, which, from the undermoſt combatant, 
were thruſts at the ſame time: he croſſing his 
hands over her, and drawing her home to him 
with a ſweet violence, then canting her up again 
with his heaves, ſhe appeared jolted up and down 
like a poſtilion on a hard trotting horſe. The 
inverted ſtrokes of anvil over hammer ſoon, how- 
ever, brought on the critical period, in which all 
the ſigns of a cloſe conſpiring extaſy, informed 
us of the point they were at. 
For me, I could bear to ſee no more: I was 
ſo overcome, ſo inflamed at this ſecond part of 
the ſame play, that, mad with intolerable deſire, 
I hugged, I claſped Phœbe, as if ſhe had where- 
withal to relieve me : pleaſed however with, and 
pitying the taking ſhe could feel me 1n, ſhe drew 
me towards the door, and opening it as ſoftly as 
ſhe could, we both got off undiſcovered, and ſhe 
reconducted me to my, own room, where unable 
to keep my legs, in the agitation I was in, I in- 
ſtantly threw myſelf down on the bed, where I 
lay tranſported, tho' aſhamed at what I felt. 
 Phwebe lay down by me, and aſked me archly, 
if now that I had ſeen the enemy, and fully con- 
{ſidered him, I was {till afraid of him? or did 1 
think I could venture to come to a cloſe engage- 
ment with him ? to all which not a word on my 
fide : 
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In the mean time, his red-headed champion 
that had ſo lately fled the pit, quell'd, and abaſh'd, 
was now recover'd to the top of its condition, 
perk'd and creſted up between Polly's thighs, who 
was not wanting on her part to coax and keep it 


in good humour, ſtroaking it with her head down, 


and receiving even 1ts velvet tip between the lips 


of not its proper mouth, whether ſhe did this out 


of any particular pleaſure, or whether it was to 
render it more glib, and eaſy of entrance, I could 
not tell; but it had ſuch an effect, that the young 
gentleman ſeem'd by his eyes, that ſparkled with 
more excited luſtre, and his inflamed counte- 
nance, to receive increaſe of pleaſure, He got 
up, and taking Polly in his arms embraced her, and 
ſaid ſomething too ſoftly for me to hear, leading 
her withal to the foot of the couch, and taking 
delight to flap her thighs, and poſteriors with 
that ſtiff ſinew of his, which hit them, with a 
ſpring, that he gave it with his hand, and made 
them reſound again, but hurt her about as much 
as he meant to hurt her, who ſeemed to be in as 

frolicſome a humour for dalliance as himſelf. 
But, gueſs my ſurpriſe, when I ſaw the lazy 
oung rogue lie down on his back, and gently 
pull down Polly upon him, who giving way to his 
humour, ſtraddled, and with her hands conduct- 
ed the blind favourite to the right place, and fol- 
lowing her impulſe, ran directly upon the flaming 
point of his weapon of pleaſure, which ſhe ſtak'd 
herſelf upon, up-pierc'd, and infix'd to the ex- 
tremeſt hair-breadth of it: thus ſhe fat on him, 
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a few inſtants, enjoying, and reliſhing her ſitua- 
tion, whilſt he toyed with her provoking breaſts. 
Sometimes ſhe would ſtoop to meet his 
kiſs: but preſently the ſting of pleaſure ſpurred 
them up to fiercer action: then began the ſtorm 
of heaves, which, from the undermoſt combatant, 
were thruſts at the ſame time: he croſſing his 
hands over her, and drawing her home to him 
with a ſweet violence, then canting her up again 
with his heaves, ſhe appeared jolted up and down 
like a poſtilion on a hard trotting horſe. The 
inverted ſtrokes of anvil over hammer ſoon, how- 
ever, brought on the critical period, in which all 
the ſigns of a cloſe conſpiring extaſy, informed 
us of the point they were at. 

For me, I could bear to ſee no more: I was 
ſo overcome, ſo inflamed at this ſecond part of 
the ſame play, that, mad with intolerable defire, 
I hugged, I claſped Phwbe, as if ſhe had where- 
withal to relieve me: pleaſed however with, and 
pitying the taking ſhe could feel me in, ſhe drew 
me towards the door, and opening it as ſoftly as 
ſhe could, we both got off undiſcovered, and ſhe 
reconducted me to my, own room, where unable 
to keep my legs, in the agitation I was in, I in- 
ſtantly threw myſelf down on the bed, where I 
lay tranſported, tho* aſhamed at what I felt. 

Phebe lay down by me, and aſked me archly, 
if now that I had ſeen the enemy, and fully con- 
ſidered him, I was {till afraid of him? or did I 
think I could venture to come to a cloſe engage- 
ment with him? to all which not a word on my 
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ſide: I fighed, and could ſcarce breath : ſhe 
takes hold of my hand, and having rolled up her 
own petticoats, forced it half- ſtrivingly towards 
thoſe parts, where now grown more knowing, 
I miſt the main object of my wiſhes; and find- 
ing not even the ſhadow of what I wanted, where 
every thing was ſo flat! or ſo hollow! In the 
vexation I was in at it, I ſhould have withdrewn 
my hand, but for fear of diſobliging her. Aban- 
doning it then entirely to her management, ſhe 
made uſe of it as ſhe thought proper, to procure 
herſelf rather the ſhadow than the ſubſtance of 
any pleaſure, For my part, I now pined for 
more ſolid food, and promiſed tacitly to myſelf 
that I would not be put oft much longer with this 
foolery from woman to woman, if Mrs. Brown 
did not ſoon provide me with the eſſential ſpecific : 
in ſhort J had all the air of not being able to wait 
the arrival of my lord B , tho' he was now 
expected in a very few days: nor did J wait for 
him, for love itſelf took charge of the diſpoſal 
of me, in ſpite of intereſt, or groſs luſt. 
It was now two days after the cloſct-ſcene, that 
T got up about ſix in the morning, and leaving 
my bed-fellow fait a-ſicep, ſtole down, with no 
other thought than of taking a little freſh air in a 
ſmall garden, which our back-parlour opened 
into, and from which my confinement debarred 
me at the times company came to the houſe : but 
now ſleep and ſilence reigned all over it. 
I opened the parlour-door, and well ſurprized 
was I, at ſeeing, by the ſide of a fire half out, 
a young 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 59 


a young gentleman in the old lady's elbow chair, 
with his legs laid upon another, faſt a- ſleep, and 
left there, by his thoughtleſs companions, who 
had drank him down, and then went off with 
every one his miſtreſs, whilſt he ſtayed behind 
by the courteſy of the old matron, who would 
not diſturb, or turn him out in that condition at 
one in the morning, and beds, it is more than 
probable, there were none to ſpare: on the 
table ſtill remained the punch-bowl and glaſſes, 
ſtrewed about in their uſual diſorder after a drun- 
ken revel. 

But when I drew nearer to view the ſleeping 
eſtray: heavens! what a fight! no! no term of 
years, no turns of fortune could ever eraze the 
lightening-like impreſſion his form made on me. 
Les! deareſt object of my earlieſt paſſion, I 
command for ever the remembrance of thy firſt 
appearance to my raviſhed eyes, it calls thee 
up, preſent ; and I ſee thee now | 

Figure to yourſelf, Madam, a fair ſtripling, 
between eighteen and nineteen, with his head 
reclined on one of the ſides of the chair, his 
hair in diſordered curls, irregularly ſhading a 
face, on which all the roſeate bloom of youth, 
and all the manly graces confpired to fix my eyes 
and heart. Even the languor, and paleneſs of his 
face, in which the momentary triumph of the 
lily over the roſe, was owing to the excefles of 
the night, gave an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs to the 
fineſt features imaginable: his eyes cloſed in 
ſleep, diſplayed the meeting edges of their lids 

beautifully 
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beautifully bordered with long eye-laſhes, over 
which no pencil could have deſcribed two more 
regular arches than thoſe that graced his fore- 
head, which was high, perfectly white and 
imocth ; then a pair of vermillion lips, pouting, 
and ſwelling to the touch, as if a bee had freſhly 
ſtung them, ſeemed to challenge me to get the 
gloves of this lovely fleeper, had not the modeſty, 
and reipect, which in both ſexes are infeparable 
| from a true paſſion, checked my impulſes. 
i But on ſeeing his ſhirt collar unbuttoned, and 
| a boſom whiter than a drift of ſnow, the pleaſure 
of conſidering it could not bribe me to protraCt it 
at the hazard of a health that began to be my 
life's concern: love that made me timid, taught 
1 me to be tender too: with a trembling hand 1 
4 took hold of one of his, and waking him as 
gently as poſſible, he ſtarted, and looking at firſt 
a little wildly, ſaid, with a voice that ſent its 
harmonious ſound to my heart: “ pray, child, 
« what o'clock is it?“ I told him: and added, 
that he might catch cold, if he ſlept longer with 
his breaſt open in the cool of the morning air: 
on this he thanked me, with a ſweetneſs perfectly 
agreeing with that of his features and eyes : the 
laſt now broad open, and eagerly ſurveying me, 
carried the ſprightly fires they ſparkled with di- 
rectly to my heart. | 
It ſeems that having drank to freely before he 
came upon the rake with ſome of his young com- 
panions, he had put himſelf out of a condition 
to 50 through all the weapons with them, and 
Crown 
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crown the night with getting a miſtreſs, fo that 
ſeeing me in a looſe undreſs, he did not doubt 
but I was one of the miſles of the houſe, ſent 
in to repair his loſs of time; but though he 
ſeized that notion, and a very obvious one it 
was, without heſitation ; yet, whether my hgure 
made a more than ordinary impreſſion on him, 
or whether it was his natural politeneſs, he ad- 
creſt me in a manner far from rude, though ' ſtill 
on the footing of one of the houſe-pliers, come 
to amuſe him; and giving me the firſt kiſs that 
] ever relifhed: from man in my life, aſked me if 
I could favour him with my company, aſſuring 
me that he would make it worth my while: but 
had not even new-born love, that true refiner of 
luſt, oppoſed ſo ſudden a ſurrender, the fear of 
being ſurprized by the houic, was a ſufficient bar 
to my compliance. 

I told him then, in a tone ſet me by love it- 
ſelf, that for reaſons I had not time to explain to 
him, I could not ſtay with him, and might not 
even ever ſee him again, with a figh at theſe laſt 
words which broke from the bottom of my heart. 
My conqueror, who, as he afterwards told me, 
had been {truck with my appearance, and liked 
me as much as he could think of liking any one 
in my ſuppoſed way of lite, atked me briſkly at 
once, if I would be kept by him, and that he 
would take a lodging for me dircciJy, and relieve 
me from any engagements he preſumed I might 
be under to the houſe. Raſh, ſudden, undigeſted, 
and even dangerous as this otter might be from a 
perfect 
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perſect ſtranger, and that ftranger a giddy boy, 
the prodigious love I was ſtruck with for him, 
had put a charm into his voice there was NO re- 
ſiting, and blinded me to every objection : I 
could, at that inſtant, have died for him ; think, 
if I could reſiſt an invitation to live with him | 
thus my heart beating ſtrong to the propoſal, 
dictated my anſwer, after ſcarce a minute's pauſe, 
that I would accept of his offer, and make my 
eſcape to him, in what way he pleaſed, and that 
I would be entirely adchis diſpoſal, let it be good 
or bad. I have often wondered that ſo 
great an eaſineſs did not diſguſt him, or make me 
too cheap in his eyes; but my fate had ſo ap- 
pointed it, that, in his fears of the hazard of the 
town, he had been ſome time looking out for a 
girl to take into keeping, and my perfon happen- 
ing to hit his fancy, it was by one of thoſe mi- 
racles reſerved to love, that we {truck the bargain 
in the inſtant, which we ſealed by an exchange 
of kiſſes, that the hopes of a more uninterrupted 
enjoyment engaged him to content himſelf with. 
Never, however, did dear youth carry in his 
perſon more wherewith to juſtify the turning of 
a girl's head, and making her ſet all conſe- 


quences at dehance, for the ſake of following a 
gallant. 


For beſides all the perfections of manly beauty 


which were aſſembled in his form, he had an 
air of neatneſs and gentility, a certain ſmartneſs 
in the carriage and port of his head, that yet 
more diſtinguiſhed him: his eyes were ſprightly, 

and 
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y, and full of meaning ; his looks had in them 


m, ſomething at once ſweet and commanding. His 
e- complexion out- bloomed the lovely coloured roſe, 
I whilſt its inimitable tender vivid glow, clearly 
k, ſaved it from the reproach of wanting life, of 
| raw and dough-like, which is commonly made 
, to thoſe ſo extremely fair as he was. 

, Our little plan was, that I ſhould get out 
y about ſeven the next morning, (which I could 
t readily promiſe, as I knew where to get the key 
1 of the {treet-door) and he would wait at the end 
R of the ſtreet with a coach, to convey me ſafe off; 
. after which he would ſend and clear any debt 


incurred by my ſtay at Mrs. Brown's, who he 
only judged, in groſs, might not care to part 
with one, he thought, ſo fit to draw cuſtom to 
the houſe. 

I then juſt hinted to him not to mention in the 
houſe his having ſeen ſuch a perſon as me, for 
reaſons I would explain to him more at leiſure : 
and then, for fear of miſcarrying by being ſeen 
together, I tore myſelf from him with a bleeding 
heart, and ſtole up ſoftly to my room, where I 
found Phe be ſtill faſt aſleep, and hurrying off my 
few cloaths, lay down by her, with a mixture of 
joy and anxiety, that may be caſier conceived | 
than expreſſed. 

The riſks of Mrs. Brown's diſcovering my 
purpoſe, of diſappointments, miſery, ruin, all 
vaniſhed before this new-kindled flame. The 
ſeeing, the touching, the being, if but for a 
night, with this idol of my fond virgin-heart, 
appeared 
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appeared to me a happineſs above the purchaſe of 
my liberty or life. He might uſe me ill] let 
him! he was the maſter ! happy, too happy even 
to receive death at fo dear a hand. 

To this purpoſe were the reflexions of the 
whole day, of which every minute ſeemed to me 
a little eternity. How often did I viſit the clock? 
nay, was tempted to advance the tedious hand, as 
if that would have advanced the time with it! 
Had thoſe of the houſe made the leaſt -obſerva- 
tions on me, they muſt have remarked ſomething 
extraordinary from the diſcompoſure I could not 
help betraying : eſpecially when at dinner men- 
tion was made of the charmingeſt youth having 
been there, and ſtayed breakfaſt | oh, he was 
ſuch a beauty! I ſhould have died for him! they 
would pull caps for him ! and the like fooleries, 
which however, was "throwing oil on a fire I 
was ſorely put to it to {mother the blaze of. 

The fluctuations of my mind, the whole day, 
produced however one good effect; which was, 
that through mere fatigue I ſlept tolerably well 
till five in the morning, when I got up, and hav- 
ing dreſſed myſelf, waited, under the double tor- 
tures of fear and impatience, for the appointed 
hour : it came at laſt, the dear, critical, danger- 
ous hour came; and now ſupported only by the 
courage love lent me, I veatured a tip-toe down 
ſtairs, leaving my box behind, for fear of being 
ſurprized with it in going out. 

I got to the ſtrect-door, the key whereof was 
always laid on the chair by our bed- ſide, in truſt 

with 
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with Phoebe, who having not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of my entertaining any deſign to go from them, 
(nor indeed had I but the day before) made no 
reſerve, or concealment of it from me; I opened 
the door then with great eaſe ; love that embold- 
ened, protected me too: and now, got ſafe into 
the ſtreet, I ſaw my new guardian-angel waiting 
at a coach-door ready open: how I got to him J 
know not: I ſuppoſe I flew; but I was in the 
coach in a trice, and he by the fide of me, with 
his arms claſped round me, and giving me the 
kiſs of welcome. The coachman had his or- 
ders, and drove to them. 

My eyes were inſtantly filled with tears, but 
tears of the moſt delicious delight. To find 
myſelf in the arms of that beauteous youth, was 
a rapture that my little heart ſwam in. Paſt or 
future were equally out of the queſtion with me. 
The preſent was as much as all my powers of 
life were ſufficient to bear the tranſport of with - 
out fainting: nor were the moſt tender embraces, 
the moſt ſoothing expreſſions wanting on his 
ſide, to aſſure me of his love, and of never giving 
me cauſe to repent the bold ſtep I had taken, in 
throwing myſelf thus entirely upon his honour 
and generoſity ; but, alas] this was no merit in 
me, for I was drove to it by a paſſion too im- 
petuous for me to reſiſt, and I did what I did be- 
cauſe I could not help it. 

In an inſtant, for time was now annihilated 
with me, we were landed at a public houſe in 
Chelſea, hoſpitably commodious for the reception 
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of duet-parties of pleaſure, where a breakfaſt of 
chocolate was prepared for us. 

An old jolly ſtager who kept it, and underſtood 
life perfectly well, breakfaſted with us, and 
leering archly at me, gave us both joy, and faid, 
we were well paired, e'faith ! that a great many 
gentlemen and ladies uſed his houſe, but he had 
never ſeen a handſomer couple; — he was ſure 
I was a freſh piece I looked fo cauntry, fo 
innocent! well, my ſpouſe was a lucky man 
all which common landlord's cant, not 
only pleaſed and ſoothed me, but helped to di- 
vert, my confuſton at being with my new fove- 
reign, whom, now the minute approached, I be- 
gan to fear to be alone with, a timidity which 
true love had a greater ſhare in, than even mai- 
den baſhfulneſs. 

I wiſhed, I doated, I could have died for him, 
and yet I know not how, or why, I dreaded the 
point which had been the object of my fierceſt 
wiſhes ; my pulſes beat fears, amidſt a fluſh of 
the warmeſt defires : this ſtruggle of the paſſi- 
ons, however, this conflict betwixt modeſty and 
love- ſick longings, made me burſt again into 
tears, which he took as he had done before, only 
for the remains of concern and emotion at the 
ſuddenneſs of my change of condition, in com- 
mitting myſelf to his care, and in conſequence 
of that idea, did, and faid, all that he thought 
would moſt comfort and re-inſpirit me. 

After breakfaſt, Charles, the dear familiar name 
I muſt take the liberty henceforward to diſtinguiſh 


my 
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my Adonis by, with a ſmile full of meaning, 
took me gently, by the hand, and ſaid, Come, 
« my dear, and I will ſhew you a room that 
« commands a fine proſpect over ſome gardens :” 
and without waiting for an anſwer, in which he 
relieved me extremely, he led me up into a 
chamber airy and lightſome, where all ſeeing of 
proſpects was out of the queſtion, except that of 
a bed, which had all the air of having recom- 
mended the room to him. 

Charles had juſt ſlipped the bolt of the door, 
and running, caught me in his arms, and lifting 
me from the ground, with his lips gJewed to 
mine, bore me trembling, panting, dying with 
ſoft fears, and tender wiſhes, to the bed ; where 
his impatience would not ſuffer him to undreſs 
me more than juſt unpinning my handkerchief, 
and gown, and unlacing my ſtays. 

My boſom was now bare, and riſing in the 
warmeſt throbs, preſented to his fight and feel- 
ing the firm hard-ſwell of a pair of young breaſts, 
ſuch as may be imagined of a girl not ſixteen, 
freſh out of the country, and never before hand- 
led; but even their pride, whiteneſs, faſhion, 
pleaſing reſiſtance to the touch, could not bribe 
his reſtleſs hands from roving, but giving them 
the looſe, my pettycoats and ſhift were ſoon ta- 


ken up, and their ſtronger center of attraction 


laid open to their tender invaiion : my fears how- 
ever made me mechanically cloſe my thighs ; but 
the very touch of his hand inſinuated between 

F 2 them, 


- 


* — os - % T”- S._ E 1 pry C5 o—_ — 4 
— 4 ——— — — _4 — 
LO * ——— . rr 23 — 
— - — - 


r 


* 
1 —_— 1 EE _ 4 2 . 2 — 44 ; FL © 
: 1 - b < 
— — ng * — — 2 = -2- 


68 MEMOIRS OF A 
them, diſcloſed them, and opened a way for the 
main-attack. 


In the mean time I lay fairly expoſed to the 
xamination of his eyes, and hands, quiet and 

unreſiſting, which confirmed him in the opinion 
he proceeded ſo cavalierly upon, that I was no 
novice in theſe matters, ſince he had taken me. 
out of, a common bawdy-houſe : nor had I ſaid 
one thing to prepoſſeſs him of my virginity ; and 
if I had, he would ſooner have believed that 1 
took him for a cully that would fwallow fuch an 
improbability, than that I was {till miſtreſs of that 
darling treaſure, that hidden mine, ſo cagerly 
ſought after by the men, and which they never 
dig for but they deſtroy. 

Being now too high wound up to bear a de- 
lay, he unbuttoned, and drawing out the engine 
of love-aſlaults, drove it currently, as at a ready- 
made breach : then! then! for the firſt time 
did I feel that ſtiff horn-hard griſtle, battering 
againſt the tender part; but imagine to yourſelf 
his ſurprize, when he found, after ſeveral vigo- 
rous puſhes, which hurt me extremely, that he 
made not the leaſt impreſſion. 

I complained, but tenderly complained ; * 
could not bear it——— Indeed! he hurt me” 
—ſtill he thought no more than that being 
to young, the largeneſs of his machine (for few 
men could diſpute ſize with him) made all the 
difficulty, and that poſſibly I had not been en- 
joyed by any ſo advantageouſly. made in that 
part as himſelf ; for ſtill, that my virgin-flower 
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was yet uncropped never once entered into. his 
head, and he would have thought it idling with 
time and words to have queſtioned me upon it. 

He tries again; ftill no admittance ; {till no 
penetration; but he had hurt me yet more, whilſt 
my extreme love made me bear extreme pain al- 
moſt without a groan : at length, after repeated 
fruitleſs trials, he lay down panting by me, kiſſed 
my falling tears, and aſxed me tenderly NN was 
the meaning of ſo much complaining, and if 1 
had not born it better from others than I did 
from him? I anſwered with a ſimplicity framed 
to perſuade, that he was the firſt man that ever 
ſerved me ſo: truth is powerful, and it is not 
always that we do not believe what we eagerly 
with. a 

Charles rear diſpoſed by the evidence of his 
ſenſe to think my pretences to virginity not en- 
tirely apocryphal, ſmothers me with kiſſes, begs 
me, in the name of love, to have a little pati- 
ence, and that he will be as tender of hurting 
me, as he would be of himſelf. 

Alas ! it was enough I knew his pleafure, to 
ſubmit joyfully to him, whatever pain I foreſaw 
it would coſt me. 

He now reſumes his attempts in more form : 
firſt he put one of the pillows under me, to give 
his mark a more favourable elevation, and ano- 
ther under my head, in caſe of it: then ſpread- 
ing my thighs, and placing himſelf ſtanding be- 
tween them, made them reſt upon his hips : ap- 
plying then the point of his machine to the lit, 
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into which he ſought entrance ; it was ſo ſmall, 
he could ſcarce aſſure himſelf of its being rightly 
pointed: he looks, he feels, and fatisfies him- 
felt ; then driving forward with fury, its prodi- 
gious ſtiffneſs thus impacted, wedge-like, breaks 
the union of thoſe parts, and gained him juſt the 
inſertion of the tip of it, lip-deep; which being 
ſenſible of, he improves his advantage, and fol- 
lowing well his ſtroke, in a ſtrait line, forcibly 
deepens his penetration ; but put me to ſuch in- 
tolerable pain, from the ſeparation of the ſides 
of that ſoft paſſage by a hard thick body, I could 
have ſkreamed out ; but unwilling as I was to 
alarm the houſe, I held in my breath, and cramed 
my petticoat (which was turned up over my 
face) into my mouth, and bit it through in the 


- agony, At length, the tender texture of that 


tract giving way to ſuch herce tearing and rend- 
ing, he pierced ſomething further into me: and 
now, outrageous, and no longer his own maſter, 


but born head-long away by the fury and over- 


mettle of that member, now exerting itſelf with 
a kind of native rage, he breaks in, carries all 
before him, and one violent mercileſs lunge, ſent 
it, imbrewed, and reeking with virgin blood, up 


to the very hilts in me: then] then! all my re- 


ſolution deferted me: I ſkreamed out, and fainted 


away with the ſharpnefs of the pain; and (as he 


told me afterwards) on his drawing out, when 


emiſſion was over with him, my thighs were in- 


ſtantly all in a ſtream of blood, that lowed from 
the wounded torn paſlage, 
When 
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When I recovered my ſenſes, I found myſelf 
undreſſed, and a-bed, in the arms of the ſweet 
relenting murderer of my virginity, who hung 
mourning tenderly over me, and holding in his 
hands a cordial, which coming from the ſtill-dear 
author of ſo much pain! I could not refuſe : 
my eyes however moiſtened with tears, and lan- 
guiſhingly turned upon him, ſeemed to reproach 
him with his cruelty, and aſk him if ſuch were 
the rewards of love ? but Charles, to whom I was 
now infinitely endeared by his compleat triumph 
over a maidenhead, where he ſo little expected to 
find one, in tenderneſs to that pain which he had 
put me to, in procuring himſelf the height of 
pleaſure, ſmothered his exultation, and employed 
himſelf with ſo much ſweetneſs, ſo much warmth, 
to ſooth, to careſs, and comfort me in my ſoft 
complainings, which breathed indeed more love 
than reſentment, that I preſently drowned all 
ſenſe of pain in the pleaſure of ſeeing him, of 
thinking that I belonged to him, he who now 
was the abſolute diſpoſer of my happineſs, and in 
one word, my fate. 

The ſore was however too tender, the wound 
too bleeding freſh, for Charles's good- nature to 
put my patience preſently to another trial; but 
as I could not ſtir or walk a-croſs the room, he 
ordered the dinner to be brought to the bed-fide, 
where it could not be otherwiſe than my getting 
down the wing of a fowl, and two or three glaſſes 
of wine, fince he was my adored youth who both 


ſerved, and urged them on me, with that ſweet 
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irreſiſtible authority with which love had inveſted 
him over me. 


After dinner, and every thing but the wine was 


taken away, Charles very impudently aſks a leave, 


he might have read the grant of in my eyes, to 
come to bed to me, and accordingly falls to un- 
drefling ; which I could not ſee the progreſs of, 
without ſtrange emotions of fear and pleaſure. 

He is now in bed with me the firſt time, and in 
broad day; but when truſſing up his own ſhirt, 
and my ſhift, he laid his naked glowing body to 
mine: oh inſupportable delight] oh ſuper- 
human rapture ! what pain could ſtand before a 
pleaſure ſo tranſporting ? I felt no more the ſmart 
of my wounds below ; but curling round him 
like the tendril of a vine, as if I fearcd any part 
of him ſhould be untouched or unpreſſed by me; 
I returned his ſtrenuous embraces and kiſſes with 
a fervour and guſt only known to true love, and 
which mere luſt could never riſe to. 

Yes even at this time, that all the tyranny of 
the paſſions 1s fully over, and that my veins roll 
no longer but a cold tranquil ſtream, the remem- 
brance of thoſe paſſages that moſt affected me in 
my youth, ſtill chears, and refreſhes me: let me 
proceed then 
glewed to me in al the folds and twiſts that we 
could make our bodies meet in: when no longer 

able to rein in the fierceneſs of refreſhed lefites. 
he gives his ſteed the head, and gently inſinuat- 
ing his thighs between mine, ſtopping my mouth 


with kiſſes of humid fire, makes a freſh irruption, 


and 
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and renewing his thruſts, pierces, tears, and 
forces his way up the torn tender folds of the 
ſheath, that yielded him admiffion with a ſmart 
little leſs ſevere than when the breach was firſt 
made: I ſtifled however my cries, and bore him 
with the paſſive fortitude of an heroine : ſoon 
his thruſts more and more furious, cheeks fluſhed 
with a deeper ſcarlet, his eyes turned up in the 
fervent fit, and rolling nothing but their whites, 
ſome dying ſighs, and an agonizing ſhudder, an- 
nounced the approaches of that extatic pleaſure, 
] was yet in too much pain, to come in for my 
ſhare of. 

Nor was it till after a few enjoyments had 
numbed and blunted the ſenſe of the ſmart, and 
given me to feel the titillating inſperſion of bal- 
ſamic ſweets, drew from me the delicious re- 
turn, and brought down all my paſſion, that I 
arrived at exceſs of pleaſure, through exceſs of 
pain; but when ſucceſſive engagements had 
broke and inured me, I began to enter into the 
true unallayed reliſh of that pleaſure of pleaſures, 
when the warm guſh darts through all the ra- 
viſhed inwards; what floods of bliſs! what 
melting tranſports! what agonies of delight ! 
too fierce, too mighty for nature to ſuſtain : wel) 
has ſhe therefore, no doubt, provided the relief of 


a delicious momentary diſſolution, the approaches 


of which are intimated by a dear delirium, a 
ſweet thrill, on the point of emitting thoſe liquid 
ſweets, in which enjoyment itſelf is drowne 

when 
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when one gives the languiſhing ſtretch out, and 
dies at the diſcharge. 

How often, when the rage and tumult of my 
ſenſes has ſubſided after the melting flow, have 
I, in a tender meditation, aſked myſelf cooly the 
queſtion, if it was in nature for any of its crea- 
tures to be ſo happy as I was? or, what were all 
the fears of my future fate, put in the ſcale of 
one night's enjoyment of any thing ſo tranſcen- 
dently the taſte of my eyes and heart, as that 
delicious, fond, matchleſs youth? 

Thus we ſpent the whole afternoon, till ſup- 
per-time, in a continued circle of Jove-delights, 
kiſſing, turtle- billing, toying, and all the reſt of 
the feaſt. At length ſupper was ſerved in, be- 
fore which Charles had, for I do not know what 
reaſon, ſlipt his cloaths on, and fitting down by 
the bed-{:de, we made table and table- cloth of 
the -bed and ſheets, whilſt he ſuffered nobody to 
attend or ſerve but himſelf. He eat with a very 
good appetite, and ſeemed charmed to fee me 
eat. For my part, I was ſo inchanted with my 
fortune, ſo tranſported with the compariſon of 
the delights I now ſwam in, with all the infipi- 
dity of my paſt ſcenes of life, that I thought 
them ſufficiently cheap at even the price of my 
ruin, or the riſque of their not laſting, The 
preſent poſſeſſion was all my little head could 
find room for, ( 

We lay together that night, when after play- 
ing repeated prizes of pleaſure, nature overipent, 


and ſatisſied, gave us up to the arms of ſicep : 
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thoſe of my dear youth encircled me, the con- 
ſciouſneſs of which made even that ſleep more de- 
licious. 

Late in the morning I nked firſt; and ob- 
ſerving my lover ſlept profoundly, ſoftly diſen- 
gaged myſelf from his arms, ſcarcely daring to 
breathe, for fear of ſhortening his repoſe: my 
cap, my hair, my ſhift were all in diſorder, from 
the rufiings I had undergone; and I took this 
opportunity to adjuſt, and ſet. them as well as 
could: whilſt every now and then, looking at 
the fleeping youth with inconceivable fondneſs 
and delight ; and reflecting on all the pain he had 
put me to, tacitly owned that the pleaſure had 
over-paid me for my ſufterings. 

It was then broad day, I was fitting up in 
the bed, the cloaths of which were all toſt, or 
rolled ' off, by the unquietneſs of our motions, 
from the fultry heat of the weather; nor could 
I refuſe myſelf a pleaſure that ſollicited me fo ir- 
reſiſtibly, as this fair occaſion of ſeaſting my 
ſight with all thoſe treaſures of youthful beauty 
I had enjoyed, and which lay now almoſt entirely 
naked, his ſhirt being truſt up in a perfect wiſp, 
which the warmth of the room and ſcaſon made 
me eaſy about the conſequence of. I hung ever 
him enamoured indeed | and devoured all his 
naked charms with only two eyes, when I could 
have wiſhed them at leaſt a hundred, for the 
fuller enjoyment of the gaze. 

Oh! could I paint his figure as I fee it now 


ſtill preſent to my tranſported imagination! a 


whole 
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#1 
1 . 
1 whole length of an all- perfect manly beauty in 
it full view. Think of a face without a fault, lo 
1 glowing with all the opening bloom, and vernal kn 
4 freſhneſs of an age, in which beauty is of either be: 
i fex, and which the firſt down over his upper-lip no 
| ſcarce began to diſtinguiſn. dc 
1 The parting of the double ruby-pout of his {p! 
„ lips, ſeemed to exhale an air ſweeter and purer W 
than what it drew in: ah! what violence did it ru 
% not coſt me to refrain the ſo tempted kiſs ? he 
9 Then a neck exquiſitely turned, graced behind Fa 
b and on the fides with his hair playing freely in it 
* natural ringlets, conneCted his head to a body of tl 
4 the molt perfect form, and of the moſt vigorous U 
contexture, in which all the ſtrength of manhood N 
was concealed and ſoftened to appearance, by the a 
delicacy of his complexion, the ſmoothneſs of his ö 
{kin, and the plumpnefs of his fleſh. ] 


The plat-form of his ſnow-white boſom, that 
was laid out in a manly proportion, preſented on 
the vermillion ſummit of each pap, the idea of a 
roſe about to blow. 

Nor did his ſhirt hinder from obſerving that 
ſymmetry of his kmbs, chat exactneſs of ſhape, 
in the fall of it towards the loins, where the 
waiſt ends, and the rounding ſwell of the hips 
commences, where the ſkin, ſleek, ſmooth, and 
dazzling white, burniſhes on the ſtretch over 
frm, plump-ripe fleſh, that crimped and run into 
dimples at the leaſt preſſure, or that the touch 
could not reſt upon, but ſlid over as on the ſur- 
face of the moſt poliſhed ivory. 
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His thighs finely faſhioned, and with a florid 


gloſſy roundneſs gradually tapening away to the 


knee, ſeemed pillars worthy to ſupport that 
beauteous frame, at the bottom of which I could 
not without ſome remains of terror, ſome ten- 
der emotions too, fix my eves on that terrible 
ſpit-hre machine, which had not ſo long before, 
with ſuch fury broke into, torn, and almoſt 
ruined thoſe ſoft tender parts of mine, which 
had not yet done ſmarting with the effects of its 
rage; but behold it now! creſt-fallen, reclining 
its half capt vermillion head over one of his 
thighs, quiet, pliant, and to all appearance fo 
incapable of the miſchief and cruelty it had com- 
mitted, that I could not find in my heart to bear 


any malice to it. Then the beautiful growth of 
the hair, in ſhort and foft curls round its root, 


its whiteneſs, branched veins, the fupple ſoftnefs 
of the ſhaft, as it lay foreſhortened, rolled, and 
ſhrunk up into a ſquob thickneſs, languid, and 
born up from between the thighs, by its globular 
appendage, that wondrous treaſure-bag of na- 
ture's ſweets, which rivelled round, and purſed 
up in the only wrinkles that are known to pleaſe, 
perfected the proſpect; and all together formed 
the moſt intereſting moving picture in nature, 
and ſurely inhnitely ſuperior to thoſe nudities 
furniſhed by the painters, ſtatuaries, or any art, 
which are purchaſed at immenſe prices, whilft 
the ſight of them in actual life is ſcarce ſovereign- 
ly taſted by any but the few whom nature has 
endowed with a fire of imagination, warmly point- 
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ed by a truth of judgment to the ſpring-head, the 
originals of beauty of nature's unequalled compo. 
ſition, above all the imitations of art, or the reach 
of wealth to pay their price. 

But every thing muſt have an end, A motion 
made by this angelic youth, in the reſtleſineſs of 
a going- off ſleep, replaced his ſhirt and cloaths in 
a poſture that ſhut up that treaſury from longer 
view. 

I lay down then, and carrying my hands to that 
part of me, in which the objects juſt ſeen had be- 
gun to raiſe a mutiny, that prevail'd over the 
" ſmart of them, my fingers now open'd themſelves 
an eaſy paſſage; but long I had not the time to 
conſider the wide difference there, between the 
maid, and the now finiſh'd woman, before Charles 
wak'd, and turning towards me, kindly enquir'd 
how 1 had reſted? and ſcarce giving me time to 
anſwer, imprinted on my lips one of his burning 
rapture-kiſſes, which darted a flame to my heart, 
that from thence radiated to every part of me : and 
preſently, as if he had proudly meant revenge for 
the ſurvey I had ſmuggled of all his naked beau- 
ties, he ſpurns off the bed-cloaths, and truſſing 
up my ſhift as high as it would go, took his turn 
to feaſt his eyes with all the gifts nature had be- 
ſtow'd on my perſon; his buſy hands too rang'd 
intemperantly over every part of me. The deli- 
cious auſterity, and hardneſs of my yet unripe 
budding breaſts, the whiteneſs and firmneſs of my 
fleſh, the freſhneſs and regularity of my features, 
the harmony of my limbs, all ſeem'd to confirm 


him 
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him in his ſatisfaction with his bargain : but, 
when curious to explore the havoc he had made 
in the tender center of his over-herce attack, he 
not only directed his hands there, but with a pil- 
low put under, placed me favourably for his wan- 
ton purpoſe of inſpection; then who can expreſs 
the fire his eyes gliſten'd, his hands glow'd' with? 


| while ſighs of pleaſure, and tender broken ex- 


clamations were all the praiſes he could utter. By 


this time, his machine ſtiffly riſen at me, lifted 


and bore the flap of his ſhirt out, which preſent- 
ly fiercely removing, gave me to ſee it in its 
higheſt ſtate and bravery: he feels it himſelf, ſeem'd 
pleas'd at its condition, and, ſmiling loves and 
graces, ſeizes one of my hands, and carries it, 
with a gentle compulſion, to this pride of nature, 
and its richeſt maſter-piece. 

I ſtruggling faintly, could not help feeling 
what I could not graſp, a column of the whiteſt 
ivory, beautifully ſtreak'd with blue veins, and 


carrying, fully uncapt, a head of the livelieſt ver- 
milion : no horn could be harder, or ſtiffer; yet 


no velvet more ſmooth or delicious to the touch; 
preſently he guided my hand lower, to that part. 
in which nature and pleaſure keep their ſtores in 
concert, ſo aptly faſten'd and hung on to the root 
of their firſt inſtrument and miniſter, that not 
improperly he might be ſtil'd their purſe- bearer 
too, there he made me feel, diſtinctly, through 
their ſoft cover, the contents, a pair of roundiſh 
balls, that ſeem'd to- play within, and elude all 
preſſure, but the tenhdereſt, from without. . 
- ut 
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But now this viſit of my ſoft warm hand, in 


| thoſe ſo ſenſible parts, had put every thing into 


ſuch ungovernable fury, that difdaining all fur- 
ther preluding, and taking the adyantage of my 
commodious poſture, he made the ſtorm fall 
where I ſcarce patiently expected, and where he 
was ſure to lay it: preſently then I felt the Riff 
interſertion between the yielding divided lips of 
the wound now open for life ; where the narrow- 
neſs no longer put me to intolerable pain, and 
afforded my lover no more difficulty than what 
heighten'd his pleaſure, in the ſtrict embrace of 
that tender warm ſheath, round the inſtrument it 
was ſo deliciouſly adjuſted to, and which, now 
caſed home, ſo gorged me with pleaſure, that it 
perfectly ſuffocated me, and took away my 
breath: then the killing thruſts! the unnum- 


ber'd kifles ! every one of which was a joy inex- 


preſſible] and that joy loſt in a crowd of yet 
greater bliſſes; but this was a diſorder too violent 
in nature to laſt long: the veſſels fo ſtir'd, and in- 
tenſely heuted, ſoon boil'd over, and for that 
time put out the fire: mean while all this dalli- 
ance and diſport had ſo far conſum'd the morning, 
that it became a kind of neceſſity to lay breakfaſt 
and dinner into one. 

In our calmer intervals Charles gave the fol- 
lowing account of himſelf, every tittle of which 
was true. He was the only ſon of a father, who 


having a ſmall poſt in the revenue, rather over- 


lived his income, and had given this young gen- 


tleman a very flender 3 no profeſſion 


had 


. 
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had he bred him up to, but deſigned to provide 
for him in the army, by purchaſing him an en- 
ſign's commiſſion ; that is to ſay, provided he 
could raiſe the money, or procure it by intereſt, 
either of which clauſes was rather to be wiſhed 
than hoped for by him: on no better a plan, 
however, than this, had this improvident father 
ſuffered this youth, and a youth of great promiſe, 
to run up to the age of manhood, or near it at 
leaſt, in next to idleneſs, and had beſides taken 
no ſort of pains to give him even the common 
premonitions againſt the vices of the town, and 
the dangers of all ſorts which wait the unexpe- 
rienced, and unwary, in it. He lived at home, 
and at diſcretion, with his father, who himſelf 
kept a miſtreſs ; and for the reſt, provided Charles 
did not aſk him for money, he was indolently 
kind to him : he might lie out when he pleaſed : 
any excuſe would ferve, and even his reprimands 
were ſo ſlight, that they carried with them rather 
an air of connivance at the fault, than any ſeri- 
ous controul or conſtraint. But, to ſupply his 
ca ls for money, Charles, whoſe mother was dead, 
had, by her ſide, a grandmother who doated 
upon, and did not a little help-ſpoil him. She 
had a conſiderable annuity to live upon, and very 
regularly parted with every ſhilling ſhe could 
ſpare, to this darling of her's, to the no little heart- 
burn of his father, who was vexed, not that ſhe 
by this means fed his ſon's extravagance ; but 
that ſhe preferred Charles to himſelf; and we 
ſhall too ſoon ſee what a fatal turn ſuch a merce- 
Vor. I. G nary 
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nary jealouſy could operate on the breaft of a 
father. ; 


Charles was however, by the means of his grand- 


mother's laviſh fondneſs, very ſufficiently ena- 


bled to keep a miſtrefs fo eaſily contented as my 
love made me; and my good fortune, for ſuch I 
muſt ever call it, threw me in his way, in the 
manner above related, juſt as he was on the 
look-out for one. 

As to his temper, the even ſweetneſs of it made 
him ſeem born for domeſtic happineſs : tender, 
naturally polite, and gentle-mannered ; it could 
never be his fault, if ever jars, or animoſities 
ruffled a calm he was ſo qualified every way to 
maintain or reftore. Without thoſe great or 
ſhining qualities that conftitute a genius, or are 
fit to make a noiſe in the world, he had all thoſe 
humble ones that compoſe the ſofter ſocial merit : 
plain common fenſe, ſet off with every grace of 
modeſty and good-nature, made him, if not ad- 
mired, what is much happier, univerſally beloved 
and eſteemed. But, as nothing, but the beauties 


of his perſon had at firſt attracted my regard, and 


fixed my paſſion, neither was I then a judge of 
that internal merit, which I had afterwards full 
occaſion to diſcover, and which perhaps, in that 
feaſon of giddineſs and levity, would have touched 
my heart very little, had it been lodged in a per- 
ſon leſs the delight of my eyes, and idol of my 
fenſes. But to return to our ſituation. 

After dinner, which we eat a-bed in a moſt 
voluptuous diſorder, Charles got up, and taking 
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2 paſſionate leave of me for a few hours, he went 
to town, where concerting matters with a young 
ſharp lawyer, they went together to my late ve- 
nerable miſtreſs's, from whence I had but the 
day before made my elopement, and with whom 
he was determined to ſettle accounts in a manner 
that ſhould cut off all after-reckonings from that 
quarter. | 

Accordingly, they went; but by the way, the 
Templar, his friend, on thinking over Charles's 
information, ſaw reaſon to give their viſt ano- 
ther turn, and inſtead of offering ſatisfaction, to 
demand it. 

On being let in, the girls of the houſe flocked 
round Charles, whom they knew, and from the 
earlineſs of my eſcape, and their perfect igno- 
rance of his ever having ſo much as ſeen me, not 
having the leaſt ſuſpicion of his being neceſſary to 
my flight, they were, in their way, making up to 
him; and as to his companion, they took him 
probably for a freſh cully : but the Templar ſoon 
checked their forwardneſs by enquiring for the old 
lady, with whom he ſaid, with a grave judge - 
like countenance, that he had ſome buſineſs to 
ſettle. | 

Madam was immediately ſent for down, and 
the ladies being deſired to clear the room, the 


lawyer aſked her ſeverely if ſhe did not know, or 


had not decoyed, under pretence of hiring as a ſer- 
vant, a young girl, juſt come out of the country, 
called Frances or Fanny Hill, deſcribing me with- 
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all as particularly as he could from Charles's deſ- 


eription. 

It is peculiar to vice to tremble at the enquiries 
of juſtice: and Mrs. Brown, whoſe conſcience 
was not entirely clear upon my account, as know- 
ing as ſhe was of the town, as hackneyed as ſhe 
was in buffing through all the dangers of her vo- 
cation, could not help being alarmed at the queſ- 
tion, eſpecially when he went on to talk of a 
Juſtice of Peace, Newgate, the Old Bailey, in- 
dictments for keeping a diſorderly houſe, pillory, 
carting, and the whole proceſs of that nature: 
She who, it is likely, imagin'd I had lodged an 
information againſt her houſe, looked extremely 
blank, and began to make a thouſand proteſta- 
tions, and excuſes. However, to abridge, they 
brought away triumphantly my box of things, 
which had ſhe not been under an awe, ſhe might 
have diſputed with them; and not only that, but 
a clearance and diſcharge of any demands on the 
houſe, at the expence of no more than a bowl of 
arrack-punch, the treat of which, together with 
the choice of the houſe-conveniencies, was of- 
fered, and not accepted. Charles all the time 
acted the chance-companion of the lawyer who 
had brought him there, as he knew the houſe, 
and appeared in no wiſe intereſted in the iſſue, 
but he had the collateral pleaſure of hearing all J 


had told him verified, ſo far as the bawd's fears | 


would give her leave to enter into my hiſtory, 
whieb, if one may gueſs by the compoſition ſhe 
ſo readily came into, were not ſmall. 
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Phœbe, my kind tutoreſs Phæbe, was at that 
time gone out, perhaps in ſearch of me, or their 
cooked up ſtory had not, it is probable, paſſed 
ſo ſmoothly. 

This negociation had however taken up ſome 
time, which would have appeared much longer 
to me, left as I was in a ſtrange houſe, if the 
landlady, a motherly ſort of woman, to whom 
Charles had liberally recommended me, had not 
come up and born me company: We drank tea, 
and her chat helped to paſs away the time very 
agreeably, ſince he was our theme; but as the 
evening deepned, and the hour ſet for his return 
was elapſed, I could not diſpel the gloom of im- 
patience, and tender fears which gathered upon me, 
and which our timid ſex are apt to feel in propor- 
tion to their love. 

Long however I did not ſuffer, the ſight of him 
over-paid me; and the ſoft reproach I had pre- 
pared for him, expired before it reached my lips, 

I was ſtill a-bed, yet unable to uſe my legs 
otherwiſe than aukwardly, and Charles flew to 
me, catches me in his arms, raiſed, -and extend. 
ing mine to meet his dear embrace, and gives 
me an account, interrupted by many a ſweet pa- 
rentheſis of killes, of the ſucceſs of his meaſures. 

could not help laughing at the fright the old 
woman had been put into, which my ignorance, 
and indeed my want of innocence, had far from 
prepared me for belpeaking : She had, it ſeems, 
apprehended that I had fled for ſhelter to ſome re- 
lation I had recollected in town, on my diſlike of 
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their ways and proceedings towards me, and that 
this application came from thence. For, as 
Charles had rightly judged, not one neighbour 
had, at that ſtill hour, ſeen the circumſtante of my 
eſcape into the coach, or at leaſt noticed him; nei. 
ther had any in the houſe the leaſt hint or clue of 
ſuſpicion of my having ſpoke to him, much leſs of 
my having clapt up ſuch a ſudden bargain with a 
perfect ſtranger : Thus the greateſt improbability 
is not always what we ſhould moſt miſtruſt, 

We ſupped with all the gaiety of two young 
giddy creatures at the top of their deſires; and 
as I had moſt joyfully given up to Charles the 
whole charge of my future happineſs, I thought 
of nothing beyond the exquiſite * of poſ- 
ſeſſing him. 

He came to bed in due time, and this ſecond 
night, the pain being pretty well over, I taſted, 
in full draughts, all the tranſports of perfect en- 
joyment. I ſwam, I bathed in bliſs, till both 
fell faſt aſleep, through the natural conſequences 
of ſatisfied defires, and appeaſed flames; nor did 
we wake but to renewed raptures, 

Thus making the moſt 'of love, and life, did 
we ſtay at this lodging in Chelſea about ten days, 
in which time Charles took care to give his excur- 
lions from home a colourable gloſs, and to kecp 
his footing with his fond, indulgent grand-mo- 
ther, from whom he drew conſtant and ſufficient 
ſupplies for the charge I was to him, and which 
was very trifling, in compariſon with his former 
leſs regular courſe of pleaſures, 

Charles 
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Charles removed me then to a private ready- 
furniſhed lodging in C ſtreet, St. Fames's, 
where he paid half a guinea a week for two rooms 
and a cloſet on the ſecond floor, which he had 
been ſome time looking out for, and was more 
convenient for the frequency of his viſits, than 
where he had at firſt placed me, in a houſe which 
I cannot ſay but 1 left with regret, as it was in- 
finitely endeared to me by the firſt poſſeſſion of 
my Charles, and the circumitance of loſing there 
that jewel which can never be twice loſt. The 
landlord however had no reaſon to complain of 
any thing, but of a procedure in Charles too libe- 
ral not to make him regret his loſs of us. 

Arrived at our new lodgings, I remember I 
thought them extremely fine, though ordinary 
enough even at that price ; but had it been a dun- 
geon that Charles had brought me to, his preſence 
would have made it a little Verſailles. 

The landlady, Mrs. Jones, waited on us to 
our apartment, and with great volubility of tongue 
explained to us all its conveniencies, “ that 
her own maid ſhould wait on us, that 


the beſt of quality had lodged at her houſe, — 


*< cretary of an embaſſy, and his lady, 
e that I looked like a very good-natured lady 
6 At the word lady, I bluſhed out of 
flattered vanity : this was too ſtrong for a girl of 
my condition: for though Charles had had the 
precaution of dreſſing me in a leſs taudry flaunt- 
ing ſtile than were the cloaths I eſcaped to him 
in, and of paſſing me for his wife that he had ſe- 
cretly married, and kept private, (the old ſtory) 
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on account of his friends, I dare ſwear this ap- 
peared extremely apocryphal to a woman who 
knew the town ſo well as ſhe did; but that was 
the leaſt of her concern: It was impoſſible to be 
leſs ſcruple-ridden than ſhe was: and the advan- 
tage of letting her rooms being her ſole object, 
the truth itſelf would have far from ſcandalized 
her, or broke her bargain. 


A ſketch of her picture and perſonal hiſtory 


will diſpoſe you to account for the part ſhe is to 
act in my concerns. 

She was about forty-ſix years old, tall, meager, 
red-haired, with one of thoſe trivial ordinary 
faces you meet with every where, and go about 
unheeded and unmentioned. In her youth ſhe had 
been kept by a gentleman, who dying, left her for- 
ty pounds a year during her life, in conſideration 
of a daughter he had by her; which daughter, 
at the age of ſeventeen, ſhe ſold, for not a very 
- conſiderable ſum neither, to a gentleman, who 
was going an envy abroad, and took his pur- 
chaſe with him, where he uſed her with the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs, and it 1s thought was ſecretly 

zarried to her: but had conſtantly made a point 
of her not keeping up the leaſt correſpondence 
with a mother baſe enough to make a market of 
her own fleſt and blood. However, as ſhe had 
no nature, nor indeed any paſhon but that of 
money, this gave her no further uneaſineſs, than, 
as {he thereby loit a handle of ſqueezing preſents, 
or other after advantages out of the bargain. In- 
different then by nature or conſtitution to every 
other 
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other pleaſure but that of increaſing the lump, 
by any means whatever, ſhe commenced a kind 
of private procureſs, for which ſhe was not amiſs 
fitted by her grave decent appearance, and ſome- 
times did a job in the match-making way; in 
ſnort there was nothing that appeared to her un- 
der the ſhape of gain, that ſhe would not have 
undertaken, She knew moſt of the ways of the 
town, having not only herſelf been upon, but 
kept up conſtant intelligences in it, dealing, be- 
ſides her practice in promoting harmony between 
the two ſexes, in private pawn-broking, and 
other profitable ſecrets. She rented the houſe ſhe 
lived in, and made the moſt of it by letting it out 
in lodgings ; and though the was worth, at leaſt, 
near three or four thouſand pounds, ſhe would 
not allow herſelf even the neceſlaries of life, and 
pinned her ſubſiſtence entirely on what ſhe could 
iqueeze out of her lodgers. 

When ſhe ſaw ſuch a youn pair come under 
her roof, her immediate notrons doubtleſs were 
how ſhe ſhould make the moſt money of us, by 
every means that money might be made, and 
which ſhe rightly judged our ſituation and inex- 
periznce would ſoon beget her occaitons of, 

In this hopeful ſanctuary, and under the 
clutches of this harpy, did we pitch our reſidence. 
It will not be mighty material to you, or very 
pleaſant to me, to enter into a detail of all the 
petty cut-throat ways and means with which ſhe 
uſed to fleece us; all which Gharles indolentiy 
choſe to bear with, rather than take the trouble 

of 
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of removing, the difference of the expence being 
ſcarce attended to by a young gentleman who 
had no ideas of ſtint, or even economy, and a 


raw country girl who knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, 


Here, however, under the wings of my ſo— 
vereignly beloved, did flow the moſt delicious 
hours of my life ; my Charles I had, and in him 
every thing my fond heart could wiſh or deſire. 
He carried me to plays, operas, maſquerades, 
and every diverſion of the town, all which 
pleaſed me indeed, but pleaſed me infinitely the 
more for his being with me, and explaining 
every thing to me, and enjoying perhaps the 
natural impreſſions of ſurprize and admiration, 
which ſuch fights, at the firſt never fail to excite 
in a country girl new to the delizhts of them: but 
to me they ſenſibly proved the power and full do- 
minion of the ſole paſſion of my heart over me, a 
paſſion in which ſaul and body were concentered, 
and left me no room for any other reliſh of 
life but love. 


As to the men I ſaw at thoſe places, or at any 
other, they ſuffered ſo much in the compariſon 
my eyes made of them with my all perfect Alenis, 
that I had not the infidelity even of one wander- 
ing thought to reproach myſelf with upon his 
account. He was the univerſe to me, and all 
that was not him, was nothing to me. 

My love, in fine, was ſo exceſſive, that it ar- 


rived at annihilating every ſuggeſtion or kindling 
ſpark of jealouſy, for one idea only tending that 


way 
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way gave me ſuch exquiſite torment, that my 
ſelf-love, and dread of worſe than death, made 
me for ever renounce and defy it: nor had I in- 
deed occaſion, for were I to enter here on a re- 
cital of ſeveral inſtances wherein Charles ſacrificed, 
to me women of greater importance than ] dare 
hint, (which conſidering his form, was no ſuch 
wonder) I might indeed give you full proof of 
his unſhaken conſtancy to me, but would not 
you accuſe me of warming up again a feaſt, that 
my vanity ought long ago to have been ſatisfied 
with? 

In our ceſſations from active pleaſure, Charles 
framed himſelf one, in inſtructing me, as far as 
his own lights reached, in a great many points 
of life, that I was, in conſequence of my no- 
education, perfectly ignorant of: nor did I ſuffer 
one word to fall in vain from the mouth of my 
lovely teacher : I hung on every ſyllable he ut- 
tered, and received as oracles all he ſaid: whilſt 
kifſes were all the interruption, I could not re- 
fule myſelf the pleaſure of admitting, from lips 
that breathed more than Arabian ſweetneſs. 

I was in a little time enabled, by the progreſs 
I had made, to prove the deep regard I had paid 
to all that he had ſaid to me; repeating it to him 
almoſt word for word; and to ſhew that I was 
not entirely the parrot, but that I reflected upon, 
that I entered into it, I joined my own comments, 
and aſked him queſtions of explanation. 
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My country accent, and the ruſticity of my 
gait, manners, and deportment, began now ſen- 
ſibly to wear off, ſo quick was my obſervation, 
and fo efficacious my deſire of growing every day 
worthier of his heart. 

As to money, though he brought me con- 
ſtantly all he received, it was with difficulty he 
even got me to give it room in my bureau, and 
what cloaths I had, he could prevail on me to ac- 
cept on, on no other footing, than that of pleaſ- 
ing him by the greater neatneſs in my dreſs, be- 
yond which I had no ambition; I could have 
made a pleaſure of the greateſt toil, and worked 
my fingers to the bone, with joy, to have ſup- 
ported him: gueſs then, if I could harbour any 
idea of being burdenſome to him: and this diſin- 
tereſted turn in me was ſo unaffected, ſo much 
the dictate of my heart, that Charles could not 
but fecl it, and if he did not love me as much as 
I did him, (which was the conſtant and only 
matter of ſweet contention between us) he ma- 
naged fo at leaſt as to give me the ſatisfaction of 
believing it impoſſible for man to be more ten- 
der, more true, more faithful than he was. 

Our landlady, Mrs. Jones, came frequently up 
to my apartment, from whence I never ſtirred on 
any pretext without Charles : nor was it long 
before ſhe wormed out, without much art, the 
ſecret of our having cheated the church of a ce- 
remony ; and in courſe, of the terms we lived to- 
getner upon : a circumſtance which far from dil- 
pleaſed her, conſidering the deſigns ſhe had upan 
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me, and which, alas! ſhe will have too ſoon 
room to carry into execution. But in the mean 
time her own experience of life, let her fee that 
any attempt however indirect, or diſguiſed, to di- 


vert or break, at leait preſently, ſo\{trong a ce- 


ment of hearts as ours was, could only end in 
loſing two lodgers, of whom ſhe made very 
competent advantages, if either of us came to 
ſmoak her commiſſion, for a commiſſion ſhe had 
from one of her cuſtomers, either to debauch 
or get me away from my keeper at any rate. 

But the barbarity of my fate, ſoon faved her 
the taſk of diſuniting us. I had now been cleven 
months with this life of my lite, which had paſt 
in one continued rapid ſtream of delight: but 
nothing ſo violent was ever made to laſt. I was 
about three months gone with child by him, a 
circumſtance which would have added to his 
tenderneſs, had he ever left me room to believe 
it could receive an addition, when the mortal, 
the unexpected blow of ſeparation fell upon us. 
I ſhall gallop poſt over the particulars, which I 
ſhudder yet to think of, and cannot to this in- 
ſtant reconcile to myſelf how, or by what means 
I could outlive it. 

Two live-long days had I lingered through, 
without hearing from him, I who breathed, who: 
exiſted but in him, and had never yet ſeen twenty- 
four hours paſs without ſeeing or hearing from 
him. The third day my impatience wes fo ſtrong, 
my alarms had been fo evere, that I perſectly 
hckened with them, and being unable to ſupport 

the 
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the ſhock longer, I ſunk upon the bed, and ring- 
ing for Mrs. Jones, who had far from comforted 
me under my anxieties, ſhe came up, and I had 
ſcarce breath and ſpirit enough to find words to 
beg of her, if ſhe would fave my life, to fall upon 
ſome means of finding out inſtantly what was 
become of its only prop and comfort : ſhe pitied 
me in a way that rather ſharpened my affliction 
than ſuſpended it, and went out upon this com- 
miſſion. 

For ſhe had but to go to Charles's houſe, who 
lived but at an eaſy diſtance, in one of the ſtreets 
that run into Covent-Garden, There ſhe went 
into a public-houſe, and from thence ſent for a 
maid fervant, whoſe name I had given her, as 
the propereſt to inform her, 

The maid readily came, and as readily, when 


Mrs. Jones enquired of her what was become of 


Mr. Charles, or whether he was gone out of 
town, acquainted her with the diſpoſal of her 
maſter's ſon, which the very day after was no 
ſecret to the ſervants ; ſuch ſure meaſures had he 
taken for the moſt cruel puniſhment of his child, 
for having more intereſt with his grand-mother 
than he had, though he made uſe of a pretence, 


plauſible enough to get rid of him in this ſecret 


and abrupt manner, for fear her fondneſs ſhould 
have interpoſed a bar to his leaving England, and 
proceeding on a voyage he had concerted for him, 
which pretext was, that it was indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure a conſiderable inheritance, that 
devolved to him by the death of a rich mexchant 

(his 


J % — Yo hw his $% 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 95 


(his own brother) at one of the factories in the 
South-ſeas, of which he had lately received ad- 
vice, together with a copy of the will. 

In conſequence of which reſolution to ſend 
away his ſon, he had, unknown to him, made 


the neceſſary preparations for fitting him out, 


{truck a bargain with the captain of a ſhip, whoſe 
punctual execution of his orders he had ſecured 
by his intereſt with his principal owner and pa- 
tron, and in ſhort concerted his meaſures fo 
ſecretly and effectually, that whilſt his fon thought 
he was going down the river that would take him 
a few hours, he was ſtopt on board of a ſhip, 
debarred from writing, and more ſtrictly watched 
than a ſtate-criminal. 

Thus was the idol of my foul torn from me, 
and forced on a long voyage without taking 
leave of one friend, or receiving one line of 
comfort, except a dry explanation and inſtruc- 
tions from his father how to proceed, when he 
ſhould arrive at his deſtined port, encloſing withal 
ſome letters of recommendation to a factor there : 
All theſe particulars 1 did not learn minutely till 
ſome time after, 

The maid at the fame time added, that ſhe 
was ſure this uſage of her ſweet young maſter, 
would be the death of his grand- mama, as indeed 
it proved true, for the old lady on hearing it, 
did not ſurvive the news a whole month, and as 
her fortune conſiſted in an annuity, out of which 
ſh2 laid up no reſerves, he left nothing worth 

mentioning 


— — — — 


r . — — — 2 — <> — 
ES ca iD... 2 K ˙ — ec ac li nt 
> = 1 


* 


2 —— — 


2 


A 
—— 


— * 


96 MEMOIRS OF A 


mentioning to her ſo fatally envied darling, but 
abſolutely refuſed to ſee his father before ſhe 
died. 

When Mrs. Jones returned, and | cbſerved her 
looks, they ſeemed ſo unconcerned and even 
neareſt to pleaſed, that I half flattered myſelf, ſhe 
was going to ſet my tortured heart at eaſe, by 
bringing me good news; but this indced was a 
cruel deluſion of hope: the barbarian, with all 
the coolneſs imaginable, ſtabs me to the heart, 
in telling me ſuccinRly that he was ſent away at 
leaſt on a four years voyage, (here ſhe ſtretched 
maliciouſly) and that 1 could not expect in reaſon 
ever to ſee him again: and all this with ſuch 
pregnant circumſtances, that I could not eſcape 
gieing them credit, as in general they were in- 
deed too true! 


che had hardly finiſhed her report, before I 
fainted away, and after. feveral ſucceſſive fits, all 
the while wild and ſenſeleſs, I nuſcarried of the 
dear pledge of my Charles's love : but the wretch- 
ed never die when it is fitteſt that they ſhould die, 
and women are hard-lived to a proverb. 

The cruel and intereſted care taken to recover 
me, ſaved an odious life: which inſtead of the 
happineſs and joys it had over-flowed in, all of 
a ſudden prefented no view before me of any 
thing but the depth of muſery, horror, and the 
{harpeſt affliction, 

Thus I lay fix wecks, in the ſtruggles of youth 
and conſtitution againſt the friendly efforts of 
death, which 1 conſtantly invoked to my relief 
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and deliverance, -but which ptoving too weak 
for my wiſh, I recovered at length, but into a 
ſtate of ſtupefaction and deſpair that threatened 
me with a loſs of my ſenſes, and a mad-houſe. 

Time, however, that great comforter in or- 
dinary, began to aſſuage the violence of my ſuf- 
ferings, and to numb my feeling of them. My 
health returned to me, though I ſtill retained an 
air of grief, dejection, and langour, which tak- 
ing off from the ruddineſs of my country com- 
plexion, rendered it rather more delicate and 
affecting. | 

The landlady had all this time officiouſly pro- 
vided, and ſeen that I wanted for nothing, and 
as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me retrieved into a condition 
of anſwering her purpoſe, one day after we had 
dined together, ſhe congratulated me on my re- 
covery, the merit of which ſhe took entirely to 
herſelf, and all this by way of introduction to a 
moſt terrible, and ſcurvy epilogue : & You are 
„% now,” ſays ſhe, «© Miſs Fanny, tolerably well, 
© and you are very welcome to ſtay in theſe 
& lodgings as long as you pleaſe, you ſee I have 
« aſked you for nothing this long time, but 
4 truly have a call to make up a ſum of money 
« which muſt be anſwered;” and, with that, 
preſents me with a bill for arrears of rent, diet, 
apothecary's charges, nurſe, &c, ſum total twenty- 
three pounds ſeventeen and ſix-pence: towards 
diſcharging of which I had not in the world 
(which ſhe well knew) more than ſeven guineas, 
left by chance of my dear Charles common 
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ſtock with me: at the ſame time ſhe deſired me 
to tell her what courſe I would take for payment, 
I burſt out into a flood of tears, and told her my 
condition, that I would fell what few cloaths I 
had, and that for the reft, would pay her as ſoon 
'as poſſible; but my diſtreſs being favourable to 
her views, only ſtiffen'd her the more. 

She told me very coolly, that ſhe was indeed 
ſorry for my misfortunes, but that ſhe muſt do 
herſelf juſtice, though it would go to the very 
heart of her to ſend ſuch a tender young creature 
to priſon: at the word priſon! every drop of 


my blood chilled, and my fright acted fo ſtrongly 


upon me, that turning as pale and faint as a cri- 
minal at the firſt fight of his place of execution, 
I was on the point of ſwooning: my landlady, 
who wanted only to terrify me to a certain point, 
and not to throw me into a ſtate of body incon- 
ſiſtent with her deſigns upon it, began to footh 
me again, and told me, in a tone compoſed to 
more- pity and gentleneſs, that it would be my 
own fault if the was forced to proceed to ſuch 
extremities, but ſhe believed there was a friend 
to be found in the world, who would make up 
matters to both our ſatisfactions, and that ſhe 
would bring him to drink tea with us that very 
afternoon, when ſhe hoped we would come to a 
right underſtanding in our affairs. To all this, 
not a word of anſwer: I ſat mute, confounded, 

terrified. 
Mrs. Jones, however, judging rightly that it 
was her time to ſtrike whilſt the impreſſions * 
a 


JJC. . ua ar 05 AS 


3 


9 * 


WOMAN OF PLEASURE. 99 


ſo ſtrong upon me, left me to myſelf, and to all 
the terors of an imagination, wounded to death 
by the idea of going to a priſon, and, from a 
principle of ſelf-preſervation, ſnatching at every 
glimpſe of redemption from it. 

In this ſituation I fat near half an hour, ſwal- 
lowed up in grief and deſpair, when my landlady 
came in, and obſerving a death-like dejection in 
my countenance, ſtill in purſuance of her plan, 
put on a falſe pity, and bidding me be of good 
heart, things ſhe ſaid would not be ſo bad as I 
imagined, if I would be but my own friend : and 
cloſed with telling me ſhe had brought a very 
honourable gentleman to drink tea with me, who 
would give me the beſt advice how to get rid of 
all my troubles: upon which, without waiting 
for a reply, ſhe goes out, and returns with this 
very honourable gentleman, whoſe very honoute 
able procureſs ſhe had been on this as well as 
other occaſions. 

The gentleman on his entering the room made 
me a very civil bow, which I had ſcarce ſtrength, 
or preſence of mind enough to return a curtſey 
to: when the landlady taking upon her to do all 
the honours of this firſt interview; (for I had 
never, that I remembered, ſeen the gentleman 
before) ſets a chair for him, and another for her- 


ſelf. All this while not a word on either ſide: 


a ſtupid ſtare was all the face I could put on this 

ſtrange viſit. 
The tea was made, and the landlady, unwil- 
ling, I ſuppoſe, to loſe any time, obſerving my 
1 ſllence, 
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ſilence and ſhyneſs before this entire ſtranger, 
& come Miſs Fanny (ſays ſhe in a coarſe familiar 
ſtyle, and tone of authority) “* hold up your 
„head child, and do not let ſorrow ſpoil that 
<« pretty face of yours: What: ſorrows are on- 


« ly for a time: Come, be free, here is a worthy 


« gentleman who has heard of your misfortunes, 
and is willing to ſerve you——you muſt be 
* better acquainted with him, do not you now 
« ſtand upon your punctilios, and this and that, 
« but make your market while you may. 
At this ſo delicate, and eloquent harangue, 
the gentleman, who ſaw I looked frighted and 
amazed, and indeed incapable of anſwering, 
took her up for breaking things in ſo abrupt a 
manner, as rather to ſhock than incline me to an 
acceptance of the good he intended me : then 
addrefling himſelf to me, told me he was perfect- 
"ly acquainted with my whole ftory, and every 
circumſtance of my diſtreſs, which he owned 
was a cruel th for one of my youth and beau- 
ty to fall into: that he had long taken a lik- 
ing to my perſon, for which he appealed to Mrs. 
Jones, there preſent, but finding me ſo deeply 
engaged to another, he had loſt all hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding, till he heard the ſudden reverſe of for- 
tune that had happened to me, on which he had 
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. * particular orders to my landlady to ſee that 


ſhould want for nothing, and that had he not 
been forced abroad to the Hague on affairs he could 
not refuſe himſelf to, he would himſelf have at- 
tended me during my ſickneſs ;———that on his 
. return, 
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return, which was but the day before, he had, 
on learning my recovery, deſired my landlady's 
good offices to introduce him to me, and was as 
angry at leaſt, as I was ſhocked, at the manner 
in which ſhe had conducted herſelf towards ob- 
taining him that happineſs, but that to ſhew me 
how much he diſowned her procedure, and how 
far he was from taking an ungenerous advantage 
of my ſituation, and from exacting any ſecurity 
for my gratitude, he would, before my face, that 
inſtant, diſcharge my debt entirely to my land- 
lady, and give me her receipt in full, after which 
I ſhould be at liberty either to reject or grant his 
ſuit, as he was much above putting any force 
upon my inclinations. 

Whilſt he was expoſing his ſentiments to me, 
I ventured juſt to look up to him, and obſerve his 
figure, which was that of a very well looking 
gentleman, well made, of about forty, dreſt in a 
ſuit of plain cloaths, with a large diamond ring 
on one of his fingers, the luſtre of which played 
in my eyes, as he waved his hand in talking, and 
raiſed my notions of his importance : in ſhort, 
he might paſs for what is commonly called a 
comely black man, with an air of diſtinction na- 
tural to his birth and condition. | 

Jo all his ſpeeches, however, I axfocret on- 
ly in tears that flowed plentifully to my relief, and 
choaking up my voice, excuſed me from ſpeak- 
ing, very luckily, for J ſhould not have known 
what to ſay, 

The fight however moved him, as he after- 
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wards told me, irreſiſtibly, and by way of giving 
me ſome reaſon to be leſs powerfully afflicted, he 
4 out his purſe, and calling for pen and ink, 
which the landlady was prepared for, paid her 
every farthing of her demand, independent of a 
liberal gratification, which was 'to follow un- 
known to me, and taking a receipt in full, very 
tenderly forced me to ſecure it, by piling my 
band, which he had thruſt it into, ſo as to make 
me paſſively put it into my pocket, 
Still T continued in a ſtate of ſtupidity, or me- 
lancholic deſpair, as my ſpirits could not yet re- 
cover from the violent ſhocks they had received, 
and the commode landlady had actually left the 
room, and me alone with this ſtrange gentleman 
before I obſerved it, and then obſerved it without 
alarm, for I was now lifeleſs, and indifferent to 
every thing. 

The gentleman, however, no novice in af- 
fairs of this . ſort, drew near me, and under the 
pretence of comforting me, firſt with his hand- 
kerchief dried my tears as they ran down my 
cheeks: preſently, he yentured to kiſs me: on 
my part neither reſiſtance nor compliance; ] fat 
ſtock ftill ; and now looking on myſelf as bought 
by the payment that had been tranſacted betore 
me, I did not care what became of my wretched 
body : and wanting life, ſpirits, or courage to op- 
poſe the leaſt ſtruggle, even that of the modeſty 
of my ſex, I ſuffered tamely whatever the gentle- 
man pleaſed, who procecding inſenſibly from 
freedom to freedom, inſinuated his hand between 
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my handkerchief and boſom, which he handled at 


diſcretion : finding thus no repulſe, and that eve- 


ry thing favoured, beyond expectation, the com- 
pletion of his deſires, he took me in his arms, and 
bore me without life or motion to the bed, on 
which laying me gently down, and having me 
at what advantage he pleaſed, I did not ſo much 
as know what he was about, till recovering from 
a trance of lifeleſs inſenſibility, I found him 
buried in me, whilſt J lay paſſive and innocent of 
the leaſt ſenſation of pleaſure : a death cold corpſe 
could ſcarce have had leſs life or ſenſe in it. As 
ſoon as he had thus pacified a paſſion, which had 
too little reſpected the condition I was in, he got 
off, and after recompoſing the diſorder of my 
cloaths, employed himſelf with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs to calm the tranſports of remorſe and mad- 
neſs at myſelf, with which I was ſeized, too late 
I confeſs, for having ſuffered on that bed the em- 
braces of an utter ſtranger; I tore my hair, 
wrung my hands, and beat my breaſt like a mad- 
woman : but. when my new maſter, for in that 


. light I then viewed him, applied himſelf to ap- 


peaſe me, as my whole rage was levelled at my- 
ſelf, no part of which I thought myſelf permitted 
to aim at him, I begged him, with more ſubmiſſion 
than anger, to leave me alone, that I might at 
leaſt enjoy affliction in quiet; this he poſitively 
refuſed, for fear, as he pretended, that I ſhould 
do myſelf a miſchief. 

Violent paſſions ſeldom laſt long, and thoſe of 


' women leaſt of any. A dead ſtill calm ſucceeded 


H 4 this 


tears. 
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this ſtorm, which ended in a profuſe ſhower of 


Had any one, but a few inſtants before, told 
me that I ſhould have ever known any man but 
Charles, I would have ſpit in his face, or had I 
been offered infinitely a greater ſum of money 
than that I ſaw paid for me, I had ſpurned the 
propoſal in cold blood ; but our virtues and our 
yices depend too much on 'our circumſtances 
unexpectedly beſet as I was, betrayed by a mind 
weakned by a long ſevere affliction, and ſtunned 
with the terrors of a gaol, my defeat will appear 
the more excuſable, ſince I certainly was not pre- 
ſent at, or a party in any ſenſe, to it. However, 
as the firſt enjoyment is deciſive, and he was now 
over the bar, I thought I had no longer a right 
to refuſe the carciles of one that had got that ad- 
vantage over me, no matter how obtained: con- 
forming myſelf then to this maxim, I conſidered 
myſelf as ſo much in his power, that I endured 
his kiſſes and embraces without affecting ſtrug- 
gles, or anger, not that they as yet gave me any 
pleaſure, or prevailed over the averſion of my ſoul, 
to give myſelf up to any ſenſation of that ſort: 
what I ſuffered, I ſuffered out of a kind of grati- 


tude, and as matter of courſe after what had 


| paſſed. 

He was however ſo regardful as not to attempt 
the rene wal of thoſe extremities which had thrown 
me juſt before into ſuch violent agitations; but, 
now ſecure of poſſeſſion, contented himſelf with 
bringing me to temper by degrees, and waiting 

al 
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at the hand of time for thoſe fruits of his gene- 
roſity and courtſhip, which he fince often re- 
proached himſelf with having gathered much too 
green, when yielding to the invitations of my in- 
ability to reſiſt him, and overborn by deſires, he 
had wreaked his paſſion on a mere lifeleſs ſpirit- 
leſs body, dead to all purpoſes of joy, ſince taking 
none, it ought to have been ſuppoſed incapable 
of giving any. This is however certain, my 
heart never thoroughly forgave him the manner 
in which I had fallen to him, although, in point 
of intereſt, I had reaſon to be pleaſed that he 
found in my perſon- wherewithal to keep 
him from leaving me as eaſily as he had had me. 

The evening was in the mean time ſo far ad- 
vanced, that the maid came in to lay the cloth 
for ſupper, when I underſtood with joy, that my 
landlady, whoſe ſight was preſent poiſon to me, 
was not to be with us. 

Preſently a neat and elegant ſupper was intro- 
duced, and a bottle of burgundy, with the other 
neceſlaries, were ſet on a dumb-waitcr, | 

'The maid quitting the room, the gentleman 
inſiſted, with a tender warmth, that I ſhould fit 
up in the elbow chair by the fire, and ſee him 
eat, if I could not be prevailed on to eat myſelf. 
I obeyed, with a heart full of affliction, at the 
compariſon it made between thoſe delicious tete- 
a-tetes with my ever dear youth, and this forced 
ſituation, this new aukward ſcene, impoſed and 
obtruded on me by cruel neceſſity. 


At ſupper, after a great many arguments uſed 
to 
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to comfort, and reconcile me to my fate, he told 
me that his name was E „brother to the 
earl of L „and that having, by the ſug- 
geſtions of my landlady, been led to fee me, he 
had found me perfectly to his taſte, had given her 
2 commi!it:on to procure me at any rate, and that 
he had at length ſucceeded as much to his ſatiſ- 
faction, as he paſſionately wiſhed it might be to 
mine, adding withal ſome flattering aſſurances 
that J ſhould have no cauſe to repent my know- 
ledge of him, 

I had now got down at leaſt half a partridge, 
and three or four glaſſes of wine, which he com- 
pelled me to drink by way of reſtoring nature, 
but whether there was any thing extraordinary 
put into the wine, or whether there wanted no 
more to xevive the natural warmth of my conſti- 
tution, and give fire to the old train, I began no 
longer to look with that conſtraint, not to ſay 
diſguſt, on Mr. H. which I had hitherto 
done, but withal there was not the leaſt grain of 
love mixed with this ſoftening of my ſentiments : 
any other man would have been juſt the ſame to 
me as Mr. II. , that ſtood in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, and had done for me, and with me, 
what he had done. 

There are not, on earth at leaſt, eternal griefs; 
mine were, if not at an end, at leaſt ſuſpended : 
my heart, which had been ſo long overloaded 
with anguiſh and vexation, began to dilate and 
open to the leaſt gleam of diverſion, or amuſement, 
I wept a little, and my tears relieved me: I ſighed, 
A and 
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and my ſighs ſeemed to lighten me of a load that 
oppreſt me : my countenance grew, if not chear- 
ful, at leaſt more compoſed, and free. 

Mr. H — who had watched, perhaps 
brought on this change, knew too well not to 
ſeize it: He thruſt the table imperceptibly from 
between us, and bringing his chair to face me, he 
ſoon began, after preparing me by all the en- 
dearments of afiurances, and proteſtations, to lay 
hold of my hands, to kiſs me, and once more to 
make free with my boſom, which being at full 
liberty from the diforder of my looſe diſhabil, 
now panted and throb'd leſs with indignation 
than wit!; fear and bathfulneſs, at being uſed fo 
familiarly by ſtill a ſtranger: but he ſoon gave 
me greater occaſion to exclaim, by ſtooping down 
and ſlipping his hand above my garters ; thence 
he ſtrove to regain the paſs which he had before 
found ſo open, and unguarded : but now he could 
not unlock the twilt ot my thighs: I gently com- 
plained, and begged him to let me alone; told 
him I was not well: however, as he ſaw there 
was more form and ceremony in my reſiſtance, 
than good earneſt, he made his conditions for 
deſiſting from purſuing his point, that I ſhould 
be put inſtantly to bed, whilſt he gave certain 
orders to the landlady, and that he would return 
in an hour, when he hoped to find me more re- 
conciled to his paſſion for me, than I ſeemed at 
preſent. I neither aſſented nor denied, but in 
my air and manner of receiving this propoſal, gave 
him to ſee that I did not think mylelf enough my 
own miſtreſs to refuſe it. 


Accordingly 


Accordingly he went out and left me, when à 
minute or two after, before I could recover my- 
ſelf into any compoſure for thinking, the maid 
came in with her miſtreſs's ſervice, and a ſmall 
ſilver porrenger of what ſhe called a bridal poſſet, 
and deſired me to eat it as I went to bed, which 
conſcquently I did, and felt immediately a heat, a 
fire run like a hue-and-cry through every part of 
my body; I burnt, I glowed, and wanted even 
little of wiſhing for man. 

The maid, as ſoon as I was laid down, took 
the candle away, and wiſhing me a good-night, 
went out of the room, and ſhut the door after 
her. 

She had hardly time to get down ſtairs before 
Mr. H. opened my room door ſoftly, and 
came in, now undreſt, in his night-gown and 
cap, with two lighted wax-candles, and bolting 
the door, gave me, though I expected him, ſome 
ſort of alarm. He came a tip-toe to the bed-ſide, 
and ſaying with a gentle whiſper, „pray my 
« dear do not be ſtartled, will be very ten- 
« der and kind to you.” He then hurried off 
his cloaths, and leaped into bed, having given 
me openings enough, whilſt he was ſtripping, 
to obſerve his brawny ſtructure, ſtrong made 
limbs, and rough ſhaggy breaſt, 

The bed ſhook again when it received this new 
load: He lay on the outſide, where he kept the 
candles burning, no doubt for the ſatisfaction of 
every ſenſe; for as ſoon as he had kiſſed me, he 
rolled down the bed-cloaths, and ſeemed tranſ- 

ported 
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ported with the view of all my perſon at full 
length, which he covered with a profuſion of 
kiſſes, ſparing no part of me. Then, being on 
his knees between my thighs, he drew up his 
ſhirt, and bared all his hairy thighs, and {tiff ſtar- 
ing truncheon, red-topt, and rooted into a thicket 
of curls, which covered his belly to his navel, 
and gave it the air of a fleſh-bruſh : and ſoon I 
felt it joining cloſe to mine, when he had drove 
the nail up to the head, and left no partition but 
the intermediate hair on both ſides. | 

I had it now, I felt it now: and beginning to 
drive, he ſoon gave nature ſuch a powerful ſum- 
mons down to her favourite quarter, that ſhe 
could no longer refuſe repairing thither: all my. 
animal ſpirits then ruſhed mechanically to that” 
center of attraction, and preſently, inly warmed, 
and ſtirred as I was beyond bearing, I loſt all re- 
ſtraint, and yielding to the force of emotion, 
gave down, as mere woman, thoſe effuſions of 
"pleaſure, which in the ſtrictneſs of {till faithful 
love, I could have wiſhed to have held up. 

Yet oh!] what an immenſe difference did I feel 
between this impreſſion of a pleaſure merely ani- 
mal, and ſtruck out of the colliſion of the ſexes, 
by a paſſive bodily effect, from that ſweet fury, 
that rage of active delight which crowns the en- 
joyment of a mutual love-paſſion, where two 
hearts tenderly and truly united, club to exalt the 
Joy, and give it a ſpirit and foul that bids defiance 
to that end, which mere momentary deſires ge- 
nerally terminate in, when they die of a ſurfeit of 
latisfaCtion, 


Mr, 
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Mr. H. whom no diſtinctions of that ſort 
ſeemed to diſtract, ſcarce gave himſelf or me 
breathing time from the laſt encounter, but as if 
he had taſked himſelf to prove that the appear- 
ances of his vigour, were not ſigns hung out in 
vain, in a few minutes he was in a condition for 
renewing the onſet, to which preluding with a 
ſtorm of kiſſes, he drove the ſame courſe as be- 
fore with unabated fervour, and thus in repeated 
engagements, kept me conſtantly in exerciſe till 
dawn of morning, in all which time, he made 
me full ſenſible of the virtues of his firm texture 
of limbs, his ſquare ſhoulders, broad cheſt, com- 
pact hard muſcles, in ſhort a ſyſtem of manlineſs, 
that might paſs for no bad image of our antient 
ſturdy barons, when they weilded the battle-ax, 
whoſe race is now fo thoroughly refined and frit- 
tered away into the more delicate modern built 
frame of our pap-nerved ſoftlings, who are as pale, 
as pretty, and almoſt as maſculine as their ſiſters. 

Mr. H, content however with having the 
day break upon his triumphs, reſigned me up to 
the refreſhment of a reſt we both wanted, and 
we ſoon dropt into a profound fleep. 

Tho' he was ſome time awake before me, yet 
did he not offer to diſturb a repoſe he had given 
me ſo much occaſion for; but on my firſt ſtirring 
which was not till paſt ten o'clock, I was obliged 
to endure one more trial of his manhood, 

About eleven, in came Mrs. Fones, with two 
baſons of the richeſt ſoup, which her experience 
in theĩe matters had moved her to prepare. I pals 

over 
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over the fulſome compliments, the cant of this de- 
cent procureſs, with. which ſhe ſaluted us both, 
but tho* my blood roſe at the fight of her, I ſup- 
preſt my emotions, and gave all my concern to 
reflections on what would be the conſequence of 
this new engagement. 

But Mr. H, who penetrated my uneaſi- 
neſs, did not long ſuffer me to languiſh under it, 
and acquainted me, that having taken a ſolid ſin- 
cere affection to me, he would begin by giving 
me one leading mark of it, in removing me out 
of a houſe which muſt for many reaſons be irk- 
ſome and diſagreeable to me, into convenient 
lodgings, where he would take all imaginable 
care of me; and deſiring me not to have any ex- 
planations with my landlady, or be impatient till 
he returned, he dreſſed and went out, having left 
me a purſe with two and twenty guineas 1n it, be- 
ing all he had about him, as he expreſt it, to keep 
my pocket till further ſupplies. 

As ſoon as he was gone, I felt the uſual con- 
ſequence of the firſt launch into vice ; (for my 
love attachment to Charles never appeared to me 


in that light.) I was inſtantly born away down 


the ſtream, without the power of making back to 
the ſhore. My dreadful neceſſities, my gratitude, 
and above all, to ſay the plain truth, the diſſipa- 


tion, and diverſion I began to find in this new. | 


acquaintance, from the black corroding thoughts 
my heart had been a prey to, ever ſince the ab- 
ſence of my dear Charles, concurred to ſtun all 
contrary reflections, If I now thought of my firſt, 


my 
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my only charmer, it was ſtill with the tenderneſs 
and regret of the fondeſt love, embittered with the 
conſciouſneſs that I was no longer worthy of him, 
I could have begged my bread with him all over 
the world, but wretch that I was! I had neither 
the virtue or courage requiſite not to outlive my 
ſeparation from him, 

Let! had not my heart been thus pre-ingaged, 
Mr. H. might probably have been the ſole 
maſter of it, but the place was full, and the force 
of conjunctures alone had made him the poſſeſ- 
ſor of my perſon, the charms of which had, by 
the bye been the ſole object of his paſſion, and 
were of courſe no foundation for a love either 
very delicate, or very durable, He did not return 
till ſix in the evening, to take me away to my 
new lodgings, and my moveables being ſoon 
packed, and conveyed into a hackney-coach, it 
coſt me but little regret to take my leave of a 
landlady whom I thought I had ſo much reaſon 
not to be over-pleaſed with, and as for her part, 
ſhe made no other difference of my ſtaying, or 
going, but what that of the profit created, 

We ſoon got to the houſe appointed for me, 
which was that of a plain tradeſman, who, on 
the ſcore of intereſt, was entirely at Mr. H——'s 
devotion, and who let him the firſt floor very 
genteelly furniſhed for two guineas a week, of 
which I was inſtated miſtreſs, with a maid to at- 
tend me. 

He ſtaid with me that evening, and we had a 
ſupper from a neighbouring tavern, after which, 

and 
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and a gay glaſs or two, the maid put me to bed, 
Mr. H ſoon followed, and notwithſtanding 
the fatigues of the preceding night, I found no 
quarters nor remiſſion from him: He piqued him- 
ſelf, as he told me, on doing the honours of my 
new apartment, 

The morning being pretty well advanced, we 
got to breakfaſt: and the ice now broke, my 


heart, no longer engroſſed by love, began to take 


eaſe, and to pleaſe itſelf with ſuch trifles as Mr. 
H. 's liberal liking led him to make his court 
to the uſual vanity of our ſex. Silks, laces, ear- 
rings, pearl-necklace, gold watch, in ſhort all 
the trinkets and articles of dreſs were laviſhly 
heaped on me, the ſenſe of which, if it did not 
create returns of love, forced a kind of grateful 
fondneſs ſomething like love, a diſtinction it 
would be ſpoiling the pleaſure of nine tenths 
of the keepers in the town to make, and is I ſup- 
poſe the very good reaſon why ſo few of them 
ever do make it. 

I was now eſtabliſhed the kept miſtreſs, in 
form, well-lodged, with a very ſufficient allow- 
ance, and lighted up with all the luſtre of dreſs. 
Mr. H continued kind and tender to 
me, yet, with all this 1 was far from happy; for, 
beſides my regrets for my dear youth, which 
though often ſuſpended, or diverted, ſtill return- 
ed upon me in certain melancholic moments with 
redoubled violence, I wanted more e, more 
diſſipation. | 

As to Mr. H——, he was ſo much my PETS 
rior in every ſenſe, that I felt it too much to the 

Vol. I. 1 diſad- 
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diſadvantage of the gratitude I owed him, thus 


he gained my eſteem, though he could not raiſe . 


my taſte; I was qualified for no ſort of conver- 
fation with him, except one fort, and that is a 
ſatisfaction which leaves tireſome intervals, if not 
fled up by love, or other amuſements. 

Mr. H——, ſo experienced, ſo learned in the 
ways of women, numbers of whom had paſt 
through his hands, doubtleſs ſoon perceived this 
uneaſineſs, and without approving or liking me 
the better for it, had the complaiſance to indulge 
me. 

He made ſuppers at my lodgings, where he 
brought ſeveral companions of his pleaſures, with 
their miſtreſſes, and by this means I got into a 
Circle of acquaintance that ſoon ſtripp'd me of all 
the remains of baſhfulneſs and modeſty which 
might be yet left of my country-education, and 
were, to a juſt taſte, perhaps, the greateſt of my 
charms. 

We viſited one another in form, and mimicked, 
as near as we could, all the miſeries, the follies, 
and impertinences of the women of quality, in 
the round of which they trifle away their time, 
without 1ts ever entering into their little heads, 
that on earth there cannot ſubſiſt any thing more 
filly, more flat, more infipid and worthleſs, than, 
generally conſidered, their ſyſtem of life is: they 
ought to treat the men as their tyrants indeed | 
were they to condemn them to it. 

But though, amongſt the kept miſtreſſes (and 1 
was now acquainted with a good many, beides 

ſome 
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ſome uſeful matrons, who live by their connexi- 
ons with them) I hardly knew one that did not 
perfectly deteſt their keepers, and of courſe, 
made little or no ſcruple of any infidelity they 
could ſafely accompliſh ; I had ſtill no notion of 
wronging mine : for beſides that no mark of jea- 
louſy on his fide ſtarted me the hint, or gave me 
the provocation to play him a trick of that ſort, 
and that his conſtant generoſity, politeneſs, and 


tender attentions to pleaſe me, forced a regard to 


him, that, without affecting my heart, inſured 
him my fidelity, no object had yet preſented, that 
could overcome the habitual liking I had con- 
tracted for him: and I was on the eve of obtain- 
ing from the movements of his own voluntary 
generoſity, a modeſt proviſion for life, when an 
accident happened which broke all the meaſures 
he had reſolved upon in my favour. 

I had now lived near ſeven months with Mr. 
Fl „when one day returning to my lodg- 
ings, from a viſit in the neighbourhood, where I 


uſed to ſtay longer, I found the ſtreet-door open, 


and the maid of the houſe ſtanding at it talking 
with ſome of her acquaintance, fo that I came in 
without knocking ; and as I paſt by, ſhe told me 
Mr. H. „was above. 
to my own bed- chamber, with no other thought 
than of pulling off my hat, c. and then to wait 
upon him in the dining-room, into which my 
bed- chamber had a door, as is common enough. 


Whilſt I was untying my hat- ſtrings, I fancyed 
I heard my maid Hannah's voice, and a ſort of 


12 tuſtle, 


I ſtept up ſtairs in- 
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tuſtle, which raiſing my curioſity, I ſtole ſoftly 
to the door, where a knot in the wood had been 


ſlipt out, and aftorded a very commanding peep- Mm 


hole to the ſcene then in agitation, the actors of 
which had been too earneftly employed, to hear 
my opening my own door, from the landing place 
of the ſtairs, into my bed-chambers 

The firſt ſight that ſtruck me, was Mr. H—— 
pulling and hauling this coarſe country ſtrammel 
towards a couch that ſtood in the corner of the 
dining room ; to which the girl made only a ſort 
of an aukward hoidening reſiſtance, crying out fo 
loud that I who liſtened at the door could ſcarce 
hear her, Pray Sir, don't let me alone 
© = am not for your turn, You cannot, 
& ſure, demean yourſelf with ſuch a poor body 
& as I=——, Lord, Sir, my miſtreſs may come 
„ home. I muſt not indeed. I will cry 
* out——.” All which did not hinder her from 
inſenſibly ſuffering herſelf to be brought to the 
foot of the couch; upon which a puſh of no 
mighty violence ſerved to give her a very eaſy fall, 
and my gentleman having got up his hands to the 
ſtrong-hold of her vartue, ſhe no doubt thought 
it was time to give up the argument, and thatall 
further defence would be in vain ; and he throw- 
ing her petticoats over her face, which was now as 
red as ſcarlet, diſcovered a pair of ſtout, plump, 
ſubſtantial thighs, and tolerably white ; he mount- 
ed them round his hips, and coming out with 
his drawn weapon, ſtuck it in the cloven ſpot, 
n he ſeemed to ſind a leſs difficult entrance 

than 
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than perhaps he had flattered himſelf with (for 
by the way this blouze had left her place in the 
country for a baſtard) and indeed all his motions 
ſhewed he was lodged pretty much at large. Af- 
ter he had done, his dearee gets up, drops her 
petticoats down, and ſmooths her apron and hand- 
kerchief. Mr. H looked a little ſilly, and 
taking out ſome money, gave it her, with an air 
indifferent enough, bidding her be a good girl, 
and ſay nothing. 

Had I loved this man, it was not in nature for 
me to have had patience to ſee the whole ſcene 
through : I ſhould have broke in and played the 
jealous princeſs with a vengeance ; but that was 
not the caſe, my pride alone was hurt, my heart 
not, and J could eaſter win upon myſelf to ſee 
how far he would go, till I had no uncertainty 
upon my conſcience. 

The leaſt delicate of all affairs of this ſort be- 
ing now over, I retired ſoftly into my cloſet, 
where I began to conſider what I ſhould do: my 
firſt ſcheme naturally was to ruſh in and upbraid 
them : this indeed flattered my preſent emotions 
and vexations, as it would have given immediate 
vent to them ; but on ſecond thoughts, not being 
ſo clear as to the conſequence to be apprehended 
from ſuch a ſtep, I began to doubt whether it 
was not better to diſſemble my diſcovery, till a 
fafer ſeaſon, when Mr. H——— ſhould have 
perfected the ſettlement he had made overtures 
to me of, and which I was not to think ſuch a 
violent explanation, as I was indeed not equal to 
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diſapprove it, nor fuld in it the leaſt reaſon to ſuſ- 
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the management of, could poſſibly forward, arſe 
might deſtroy. On the other hand, the provo- 
cation ſeemed too groſs, too flagrant, not to give 
me ſome thoughts of revenge, the very ſtart of 
which idea reſtored me to perfect compoſure, and 
delighted as I was with the confuſed plan of it in 
my head, I was eaſily miſtreſs enough of myſelf 
to ſupport the part of ignorance I had preſcribed to 
myſelf; and as all this circle of reflections was in- 
ftantly over, I ſtole a tip-toe to the paſſage-door, 
and opening it with a noiſe, paſt for having that 
moment come home ; and after a ſhort pauſe, as 
if to pull off my things, I opened the door into 
the dining room, where | found the dowdy blow- 
ing the fire, and my faithful ſhepherd walking 
about the room, and whiſtling, as cool and un- 
concerned, as if nothing had happened : I think, 
however, he had not much to brag of haying out- 
diſſembled me; for I kept up, nobly, the charac- 
ter of our ſex for art, and went up to him with 
the ſame open air of frankneſs, as I had ever re- 
ceived him. He ſtaid but a little while, made 
ſome excule for not being able to ſtay the evening 
with me, and went out. 

As for the wench, ſhe was now ſpoiled at leaſt 
for my ſervant ; and ſcarce eight and forty hours 
were gone round, before her infolence, on what 
had paſſed between Mr. H———and- her, gave 
me ſo fair an occaſion to turn her away at a mi- 
nute's warning, that not to have done it would 
have been the wonder; ſo that he could neither 
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rect my original motive. What become of her 
afterwards I know not; but generous as Mr. 
was, he undoubtedly made her amends : 
tho' I dare anſwer, that he kept up no farther 
commerce with her of that ſort ; as his ſtooping 
to ſuch a coarſe morſe], was only a ſudden ſally 
of luſt, on ſeeing a wholeſome-looking, buxom 
country-wench, and no more ſtrange, than hun- 
ger, or even a whimſical appetite's making a fly- 
ing meal of neck -beef, for change of diet. 

Had I conſidered this eſcape of Mr. H——in 
no more than that light, and contented myſelf 
with turning away the wench, I had thought and 
acted right; but, fluſhed as I was with imaginary 
wrongs, I ſhould have held Mr. K to 
have been too cheaply off, if I had not puſhed my 
revenge farther, and repaid him, as exactly as I 
could for the ſoul of me, in the ſame coin. 

Nor was this worthy act of juſtice long delay- 
ed: I had it too much at heart, Mr. H—— had, 
about a fortnight before, taken into his ſervice a 
tenant's ſon, juſt come out of the country, a very 
handſome young lad, ſcarce turned of nineteen, 
freſh as a roſe, well ſhap'd, and clever-limb'd; in 
ſhort, a very good excuſe for any woman's lik- 
ing, even tho” revenge had been out of the queſ- 
tion; any woman, I ſay, who was difprejudiced, 
and had wit and ſpirit enough to prefer à point of 
pleaſure to a point of pride. 

Mr. H———had clapped a livery upon him; 
and his chief employ was, after being ſhewn my 
lodging, to bring and carry letters or meſſages 
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between his maſter and me; and as the ſituation 
of all kept- ladies is not the fitteſt to inſpire re- 
ſpect even to the meaneſt of mankind, and pre- 
haps leſs of it from the moſt ignorant, I could 
not help obſerving, that this lad, who was, I fup- 
poſe, acquainted with my relation to his maſter 
by his fellow ſervants, uſed to eye me, in that 
baſhfu] confuſed way, more expreſſive, more mov- 
ing, and readier catched at by our ſex, than any 
other declarations whatever : my figure had, it 
ſeems, ſtruck him, and modeſt and innocent as 
he was, he did not himſelf know that the plea- 
ſure he took in looking at me was love, or deſire; 
but his eyes, naturally wanton, and now en- 
flamed by paſſion, ſpoke a great deal more than 
he durſt haye imagined they did, Hitherto in- 
deed I had only taken notice of the comelineſs of 
the youth, but without the leaſt deſign: My 
pride alone would have guarded me from a thought 
that way, had not Mr. H-————'s condeſcenſion 
with my maid, where there was not half the temp- 
tation in point of perſon, {et me a dangerous ex- 
ample ; but now I began to look on this ſtrip- 
ling as eyery way a delicious inſtrument of my 
deſigned retaliation upon Mr, H-———, of an 
obligation for which 1 ſhould have made a con- 
ſcience to die in his debt. 

In order then to pave the way for the accom- 
liſhment of my ſcheme, for two or three times 
that the young fellow came to me with meſlages, 
I managed fo, as without affectation, to have 
him admitted to my bed ſide, or brought to me 
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at my toilet, where I was dreſſing; and by careleſ- 
ly ſhewing, or letting him ſee, as if without mean- 
ing or deſign, ſometimes my boſom rather more 
bare than it ſhould be; ſometimes my hair, of 
which I had a very fine head, in the natural flow 
of it while combing ; ſometimes a neat leg, that 
had unfortunately ilipt its garter, which I made 
no ſcruple of tying before him; eaiily gave him 
the impreſſions favourable to my purpoſe, which. 
I could perceive to ſparkle in his eyes, and glow 
in his cheeks : Then certain flight ſqueezes by 
the hand, as I took letters from him, did his 
buſineſs compleatly. 

When I ſaw him thus moved, and fired for 
my purpoſe, I inflamed him yet more, by aſking 
him ſeveral leading queſtions; ſuch as, © had 
© he a miſtreſs ! was ſhe prettier than me ? 
$6 —could he love ſuch a one as I was 
„ and the like ;”” to all which the bluſhing ſim- 
pleton anfwered to my wiſh, in a ſtrain of per- 
ſect nature, perfect undebauched innocence, but 
with all the aukwardneſs and ſimplicity of coun- 
try breeding. 

When I thought I had ſufficiently ripened him 
for the laudable point I had in view; one day 
that I expected him at a particular hour, I took 
care to have the coaſt clear for the reception I de- 
ſigned him: and, as 1 had laid it, he came to the 
dining-room door, tapped at it, and on my bid- 
dinz him come in, he did ſo, and ſhut the door 
after him: I deſired him then to bolt it on the in- 
ſide, pretending it would not otherwiſe keep ſhut, 

| I was 
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I was then lying at length on that very couch, 
the ſcene of Mir. H— 's polite joys, in an 
undreſs, which was with all the art of negligence 
Rowing loote, and in a moit tempting diſorder, 
no ſtays, no hoop——no incumbrance whatever: 
on the other hand, he ſtood at a little diſtance, 
that gave me a full view of a fine featured, ſhape- 
ly, healthy, country lad, breathing the {ſweets 
of freſh blooming youth: his kale, which was 
of a periect ſhining black, played to his face in 
natural ſide-curls, "und was ſet out with a ſmart 
ack? up behind: new buck-ſkin breeches, that 
clipping cloſe, ſhewed the ſhape of a plump well 
made thigh, white ſtockings, garter-laced livery, 
thoulder-knot, altogether compoſed a figure in 
which the beauties of pure fleſh and blood, ap- 
peared under no diſgrace from the lowneſs of a 
drefs, to which a certain ſpruce neatneſs ſeems 
peculiarly fitted, 

I bid him come towards me, and give me his 
letter, at the fame time throwing down careleſly, 
a book I had in my hands. He coloured, and 
came within reach of delivering me the letter, 
which he held out aukwardly enough for me to 
take, with his eyes rivetted on my boſom, which 
was, through the deſigned diſorder of my hand- 
Eerchiet, ſufficiently bare, and rather ſhaded than 
hid. 

I, ſmiling in his face, took the letter, and im- 
mediately catching gently hold of his ſhirt-fleeve 
drew him towards me, bluſhing, and almoſt 
trembling: for ſurely his extreme baſhfulneſs, 
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and utter inexperience, called for at leaſt all theſe 
advances to encourage him : his body was now 
conveniently inclined towards me, and juſt ſoftly 
chucking his ſmooth beardleſs chin, I aſked him, 
I he was afraid of a lady? and with that took 
and carrying his hand to my breaſts, I preſt it 
tenderly to them; they were now finely furniſhed, 
and raiſed in fleſh, ſo that panting with deſire, 
they roſe, and fell, in quick heaves, under his 
touch: at this the hoy's eyes began to lighten 
with all the fires of inflamed nature, and his 
cheeks fluſhed with a deep ſcarlet: tongue- tied 
with joy, rapture, and baſhtulneſs, he could not 
ſpeak, but then his looks, his emotion, ſufficient- 
ly ſatifyed me that my train had taken, and that 
I had no diſappointment to fear. 

My lips, which I threw in his way, ſo as that 
he could not eſcape kiſſing them, fixed, fired and 
emboldened him, and now glancing my eyes to- 
wards that part of his dreſs which covered the 
eſſential object of enjoyment, I plainly diſcovered 
the ſwell and commotion there, and as I was now 
too far advanced to op in lo fair a way, and was 
indeed no longer able to contain myſelf, or wait 
the flower progreſs of his maiden baſhfulneſs, 
(for ſuch it ſeemed, and really was) I ſtole my 
hand upon his thighs, down one of which, I 
could both ſee and feel a ſtiff hard body, confin- 
ed by his breeches, that my fingers could diſcover 
no end to: curious then and eager to unfold fo 
alarming a myſtery, playing as it were with his 
buttons, which were burſting ripe from the ac- 
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tive force within, thoſe ' of his waiſt-band and 
fore- flap flaw open at a touch, when out it ſtart- 
ed; and now, diſingaged from the ſhirt, I ſaw 
with wonder and ſurprize, what? not the play- 
thing of a boy, not the weapon of a man, but a 
may- pole of ſo enormous a ſtandard, that had 
proportions been obſerved, it muſt have belonged 
to a young giant: its prodigious ſize made me 
| ſhrink again: yet! I could not without pleaſure 
behold, and even ventured to feel, ſuch a length! 
ſuch a breadth of animated ivory, perfectly well 
turned and faſhioned, the proud ſtiffneſs of which 
diſtended its ſkin, whoſe ſmooth poliſh, and vel- 
vet-ſoftneſs, might vye with that of the moſt de. 
licate of our ſex, and whoſe exquiſite whiteneſs 
was not a little ſet off by a ſprout of black cur- 
ling hair round the root, through the jetty ſprigs 
of which, the fair ſkin ſhewed as, in a fine even- 
ing, you may have remarked the clear light æther, 
through the branch-work of diſtant trecs, over 
topping the ſummet of a hill ; then the broad 
and bluiſh-caited incarnate of the head, and blue 
ſerpentines of its veins, altogether compoſed the 
mot ſtriking aſlemblage of figure and colours in 
nature; in ſhort, it ſtood an object of terror and 
delight. 

But what was yet more ſurpriſing, the owner 
of this natural curioſity (through the want of 
occaſions in the ſtrictneſs of his home- breeding, 
and the little time he had been in town not hav- 
ing afforded him one) was hitherto an abſolute 
ſtranger, in practice at leaft, to the uſe of all that 
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manhood he was ſo nobly ſtocked with; and it 
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now fell to my lot to ſtand the firſt trial of it, if 
I could reſolve to run the riſques of its diſpro- 
portion to that tender part of me, which ſuch 
an over-ſized machine was very fit to lay in 
ruins. 1 
But it was now of the lateſt to deliberate, for 
by this time, the young fellow, over-heated with 
the preſent objects, and too high mettled to be 
longer curbed in by that modeſty and awe which 
had hitherto reſtrained him, ventured, under the 
ſtronger impulſe, and inſtructive prompterſhip of 
nature alone, to flip his hands, trembling with 
eager impetuous deſires, under my petticoats, 
and ſeeing, I ſuppoſe, nothing extremely ſevere in 
my looks to ſtop, or dath him, he feels out and 
ſeizes gently the center-ſpot of his ardours : oh 
then! the fiery touck of his fingers determines“ 
me, and my fears melting away before the grow - 
ing intolerable heat, my thighs diſcloſe of them- 
ſelves, and yield all liberty to his hand: and now 
a favourable movement giving my petticoats a 
toſs, the avenue lay too fair, too open to be miſt; 
he is now upon me: I had placed myſelf with a 
jet under him, as commodious, and open as poſ- 
ſible to his attempts, which were untoward.enough, 
for his machine meeting with no inlet, bore and 
battered ſtifly againſt me in random puſhes, now 
above, now below, now beſide his point, © till 
burning with impatience from its irritating touches, 
I guided gently with my hand, this furious feſcue 
to where my young novice was now to be taught 
his 
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his firſt leſſon of pleaſure : thus he nicked at 
length the warm and inſufficient orifice : but he 
was made to find no breach impracticable, and 
mine, though ſo often entered, was ſtil] far from 
wide enough to take him eaſily in. 

By my direction, however, the head of his un- 


wieldy machine was fo critically pointed, that 


feeling him fore-right againſt the tender opening, a 
favourable motion from me, met his timely thruſt, 
by which the lips of it, ſtrenuouſſy dilated, gave 
way to his thus aſſiſted impetuoſity, ſo that we 
might both feel that he had gained a lodgment: 
purſuing then his point, he ſoon, by violent, and 
to me moſt painful piercing thruſts, wedges him- 
ſelf at leaſt fo far in, as to be now tolcrably ſecure 
of his entrance : here he {tuck; and I now felt 


ſuch a mixture of pleaſure and pain, as there is 


no giving a definition of: I dreaded, alike, his 
ſplitting me farther up, or his with-drawing : I 
could nat bear cither to keep, or part with him: 
the ſenſe of pain, however, prevailing, from his 
prodigious ſize and ſtiffneſs, acting upon me in 
thoſe continued rapid thruſts with which he furi- 
ouſly purſued his penetration, made me cry out 
cently, „oh, my dear, you hurt me!” This 
was enough to check the tender reſpectful boy, 
even in his mad-career: and he immediately 
drew out the ſweet cauſe of my complaint, whilft 
his eyes eloquently expreſſed at once his grief for 
hurting me, and his reluctance at diſlodging from 


quarters, of which the warmth and cloſeneſs had 
given him a guſt of pleaſure that he was now de- 
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ſire- mad to ſatisfy, and yet too much a novice not 
fo be afraid of my withholding his relief, on ac- 
count of the pain he had put me to. 

But I was myſelf far from being pleaſed with 
his having too much regarded my tender exclaims, 
for now more and more hred with the object be- 
fore me, as it ſtill ſtood with the fierceſt erection, 
unbonnetted, and diſplaying its broad vermillion 
head: I firſt gave the youth a re-encouraging kiſs, 
which he paid me with a fervour that feemed at 
once to thank me, and bribe my farther compli- 
ance, and I ſoon replaced myſelf in a poſture to 
receive, at all riſques, the renewed invaſion, 
which he did nct delay an inſtant ; for being pre- 
ſently remounted, I once more felt the ſmooth 
hard griſtle, forcing an entrance, which he at- 
chicved rather caſter than before: pained, how- 
ever, as I was, with his efforts of gaining a com- 
plete admiſſion, which he was ſo regardful as to 
manage by gentle degrees, I took care not to 
complain; in the mean time, the ſoft ſtrait paſ- 
ſage gradually loofens, yields, and, ſtretched to 
its utmoſt bearing, by the ſtiff, thick, in-driven 
engine, ſenſible at once to the raviſhing pleaſure 
of the feel, and the pain of the diſtenſion, let him 

in about half way, when all the moſt nervous ac- 
tivity he now exerted to farther his penetration, 
gained him not an inch of his purpoſe ; for whilit 
he heſitated there, the criſis of pleaſure over-took 
him, and the cloſe compreſſure of the warm ſur- 
rounding fold, drew from him the extatic guſh, 
even before mine was ready to meet it, kept up 
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by the pain I had endured in the courſe of the en- 
gagement, from the ufiſufferable ſize of his wea- 
pon, tho? it was not as yet in above half its length, 

I expected then, but without wiſhing it, that 
he would draw; but was pleaſingly diſappointed, 
for he was not to be let off ſo. "The well-breath- 
ed youth, hot-mettled, and fluſh with genial jui- 
ces, was now fairly in for making me know my 
driver : as ſoon then as he had made a ſhort pauſe, 
waking as it were out of the trance of pleaſure, 
(:n which every ſenſe ſeemed loſt for a while, 
whilſt, with his eyes ſhut, and ſhort quick 
breathings, he had yielded down his maiden tri- 
bute ;) he {till kept his poſt, yet unſated with 
enjoyment, ard ſolacing in theſe ſo new delights, 
till his ſtiffneſs, which had ſcarce perceptibly re- 
mitted, being throughly recovered to him, who 
had not once unſheathed, he proceeded afreſh to 
cleave and open to himfelf an entire entry into 
me, which was not a little made eaſy to him by 
the balſamic injection, with which he had juſt 
plentifully moiſtened the whole internals of the 
paſſage; redoubling then the active energy of his 
thruſts, favoured by the fervid appetency of my 
motions, the ſoft oiled wards can 1-9 longer ſtand 
ſo effectual a picklock, but yield, and open him 
an entrance: and now with conſpiring nature, 
and my induſtry, ſtrong to aid him, he pierces, 
penetrates, and at length, winning his way inch 
by inch, gets entirely in, and finally, a home- | 
made thruſt, ſheaths it up to the hilt] on the in- 
formation 
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formation of which, from the cloſe jointure of 
our bodies, (inſomuch that the hair on both ſides 
perfectly interweaved, and incurled together) 
the eyes of the tranſported youth ſparkled with 
more joyous fires, and all his looks and motions 
acknowledged exceſs of pleaſure, which I now 
began to ſhare, for I felt him in my very vitals ! 
I was quite ſick with delight! ſtirred beyond 
bearing with its furious agitations within me, 
and gorged and crammed even to a ſurfeit : thus 
J lay gaſping, panting, under him, till his broken 
breathings, faultering accents, eyes, twinkling 
with humid fires, lunges more furious, and an 
increaſed ſtiffneſs gave me to hail the approaches 
of the ſecond period : it came. and 
the ſweet youth, overpowered with the extaſy, 
died away in my arms, melting in a flood, that 
ſhot its genial warmth into the innermoſt receſſes 
of my body, every conduit of* which, dedicated 
to that pleaſure, was on flow to mix with it : 
thus we continued for ſome inſtants, loſt, breath- 
leſs, ſenſeleſs of every thing, and in every part, 
but thoſe favourite ones of nature, in which all 
that we enjoyed of life and ſenſation, was now 
totally concentered. 

When our mutual trance was a little over, and 
the young fellow had withdrawn that delicious 
ſtretcher, with which he had moſt plentifully 
drown'd all thoughts of revenge, in the ſenſe of 
actual pleaſure, the widened wounded paſſage re- 
funded a ſtream of pearly liquids, which flowed 
down my thighs, mixed with ſtreaks of blood, the 
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marks of the ravage of that ,monſtrous machine 
of his, which had now triumphed over a kind of 
ſecond maiden-head: I ſtole, however, my hand- 
kerchief to thoſe parts, and wiped them as dry 
as I could, whilſt he was re-adjuſting, and but- 
toning up. 

I made him now fit down by me, and as he 
had gathered courage from ſuch extreme intima- 
cy, he gave me an aftercourſe of pleaſure, in a 
natural burſt of tender gratitude and joy, at the 
new ſcenes of bliſs I had opened to him; ſcenes 
poſitively ſo new, -that he had never before had 
the leaſt acquaintance with that myſterious mark, 
the. cloven ſtamp of female diſtinction, tho' no- 
body better qualified than he to penetrate into its 
deepeſt receſſes, or do it nobler juſtice ; but when 
by certain motions, certain unquietneſſes of his 
hands, that wandered not without deſign, I found 
he languiſhed for fotisfying_a curioſity, natural 
enough, to view and handle thoſe parts which at- 
tract and concenter the warmeſt force of imagina- 
tion, charmed as I was to have any occaſion of 
obliging and humouring his young deſires, I ſuf- 
fered him to proceed as he pleaſed, without check 
or controul, to the ſatisfaction of them. 

Eaſily then reading in my eyes the full permiſ- 
ſion of myſelf to all his wiſhes, he ſcarce pleaſed 
himſelf more than me, when having infinuated 
his hands under my petticoat and ſhift, he preſently 
removed thoſe bars to the ſight, by ſlily lifting 
them upwards, under favour of a thouſand kiſſes, 
which he thought, perhaps, neceſſary to divert 

my 
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my attention to what he was about. All my dra- 
pery being now rolled up to my waiſt, I threw 
myſelf into ſuch a poſture upon the couch, as gave 
up to him, in full view, the whole region of de- 
light, and all the luxurious landſcape round it. 
The tranſported youth, devoured every thing 
with his eyes, and tried with his fingers to lay 
more open to his ſight the ſecrets of that dark and 
delicious deep: he opens the folding lips, the ſoft- 
neſs of which yielding entry to any thing of a 
hard body, cloſe round it, and oppoſe the fight : 
and feeling further, meets with, and wonders at, 
a ſoft fleſhy excreſcence, which, limber and re- 
laxed after the late enjoyment, now grew, under 
the touch and examination of his fiery fingers, 
more and more ſtiff and conſiderable, till the titi- 
lating ardours of that ſo ſenſible part, made me 
ſigh, as if he had hurt me. On which he with- 
drew his curious probing. fingers, aſking me par- 
don, as it were, in a kiſs that rather increaſed 
the flame there. 

Novelty ever makes the ſtrongeſt impreſſions, 
and in pleaſures eſpecially: no wonder then, that 
he was ſwallowed up in raptures of admiration of 
things ſo intereſting by their nature, and now 
ſeen and handled for the firſt time. On my part, 
I was richly overpaid for the pleaſure I gave him, 
in that of examining the power of thoſe objects 
thus abandoned to him, naked, and free to his 
looſeſt wiſh, over the artleſs, natural ſtripling: 
his eyes ſtreaming fire, his cheeks glowing with 
a florid red, his fervid frequent ſighs, whilſt his 

| K 2 hands 


E * * * 1 — 
= * 1 - - . K a o 5 
> =D -. « — — — —— — — — — ———— 
E 8 mY C — 0 * — —„— — — 2 — 


0 * — * * * o 
. — — & ot *r co T2 


132 MEMOIRS OF A 


hands convulfively ſqueezed, opened, preſſed to- 
gether again the lips and ſides of that deep fleſh- 
wound, or gently twiched the over-growing moſs; 
and all proclaimed the exceſs, the riot of joys, in 
having his wantonneſs thus humoured. But he 
did not long abuſe my patience, for the objects 
before him had now put him by all his, and com- 
ing out with that formidable machine of his, he 
lets the fury looſe, and pointing it directly to the 
pouting-lipt mouth, that bid him ſweet defiance 
in dumb ſhew, ſqueezes in the head, and driving 
with refreſhed rage, breaks in, and plugs up the 
whole paſſage of that ſoft-pleaſure-conduit, where 
he makes all ſhake again, and put once more all 
within me into ſuch an uproar, as nothing could 
ſtill, but a freſh inundation from the very engine 
of thoſe flames, as well as from all the ſprings with 
which nature floats that reſervoir of joy, when ri- 

ſen to its flood- mark. | 
] was now ſo bruiſed, ſo battered, ſo ſpent with 
this match, that I could hardly ſtir, or raiſe my- 
felf, but lay palpitating, till the ferment of my 
ſenſes ſubſiding by degrees, and the hour ſtriking 
at which I was obliged to diſpatch my young man, 
I tenderly adviſed him of the neceſſity there was 
for parting, which I felt as much diſpleaſure at as 
he could do, who ſeemed eagerly diſpoſed to keep 
the field, and to enter on a freſh action: but the 
danger was too great: and after ſome hearty 
kiſſes of leave, and recommendations of ſecrecy, 
and diſcretion, I forced myſelf to force him away, 
not without aſſurances of ſecing him again, to the. 
ſame 
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ſame purpoſe, as ſoon as poſſible, and thruſt a 
guinea into his hands, not more, leſt being too 
fluſh of money, a ſuſpicion or diſcovery, might 
ariſe from thence, having every thing tœ fear from 
the dangerous indiſcretion of that age in which 
young fellows would be too irreſiſtible, too charm- 
ing, if we had not that terrible fault to guard 
againſt, 

Giddy and intoxicated as I was with ſuch fa- 
tiating draughts of pleaſure, I ſtill lay on the couch, 
ſupinely ſtretched out, in a delicious languor dif- 
fuſed over all my limbs, hugging myſelf for being 
thus revenged to my heart's content, and that in 
a manner ſo preciſely alike, and on the identical 
ſpot, in which I had received the ſuppoſed injury: 
no reflections on the conſequences ever once per- 
plexed me, nor did I make myſelf one ſingle re- 
proach for having, by this ſtep, completely en- 
tered myſelf on a profeflion more decried than 
diſuſed. I ſhould have held it ingratitude to the 
pleaſure I had received, to have repented of it ; 
and ſince I was now over the bar, thought by 
plunging over head and ears into the ſtream I was 
hurried away by, to drown all ſenſe of ſhame or 
reflection, 

Whilſt I was thus making theſe laudable diſpo- 
ſitions, and whiſpering to myſelf a kind of tacit 
vow of incontinency, enters Mr, H——, The 
conſciouſneſs of what I had been doing, deepen- 
ed yet the glowing of my cheeks, fluſhed with 
the warinth of the late action, which, joined to 
the piquant air of my diſhabile, drew from Mr. 
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a compliment on my looks, which he 
proceeding to. back the ſincerity of with proofs, 


and that with ſo briſk an action, as made me 


tremble for fear of a diſcovery from the condition 
thoſe-parts were left in from their late ſevere hand- 
ling: the orifice dilated and inflamed, the lips 
ſwoln with their uncommon diſtenſion, the ring- 
lets preſſed down, cruſhed and uncurled with the 
overflowing moiſture that had wet every thing 
round it; the difterent feel and ſtate of things, 
in ſhort, would hardly have paſſed, upon one of 
Mr. H 's nicety and experience, unac- 
counted for but by the real cauſe; but here the 
woman ſaved me: I pretended a violent diforder 
of my head, and a feveriſh heat, that indiſpoſed 
me too much to receive his embraces. He gave 
into this, and good-naturedly deſiſted. Soon af- 
ter, an old lady coming in, made a third, very a 
propos for the confuſion I was in, and Mr. H. 
after bidding me take care of myſelf, and recom- 
mending me to my repoſe, left me much at eaſe, 
and relieved by his abſence. 

In the cloſe of the evening, I took care to have 
prepared for me a warm bath of aromatick and 
ſweet herbs; in which, having fully laved, and 
ſolaced myſelf, I came out voluptuouſly refreſhed 
in body and ſpirit. 

The next morning, waking pretty early after 
a night's perfect reſt and compoſure, it was not 


without ſome dread and uneaſineſs, that I thought 


of what innovation that tender ſoft ſyſtem of 
mine might have ſuſtained from the ſhock of a ma- 
chine fo ſized for its deſtruction. 

| | | Struck 
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Struck with this apprehenſion, I ſcarce dared 
to carry my hand thither, to inform myſelf of the 
fate and poſture of things. 

But I was ſoon agreeably cured of my fears. 

The ſilky hair that covered round the borders, 
now {moothed, and repruned, had reſumed its 
wonted curls and trimneſs; the fleſhy pouting 
lips, that had ſtood the brunt of the engagement, 
were no longer ſwoln or moiſture-drenched : and 
neither they, nor the paſſage into which they 
opened, that had ſuffered fo great a dilatation, 
betrayed any the leaſt alteration, outward or in- 
wardly, to the moſt curious reſearch, notwith- 
ſtanding alſo te fax that naturally follows the 
warm bath. | 

This continuation of that grateful ſtricture 
which 1s in us, to the men, the very jet of their 
pleaſure, I owed, it ſeems, to a happy habit of 
body, juicy, plump, and furniſhed towards the 
texture of thoſe parts, with a fullneſs of ſoft 
ſpringy fleſh, that yielding ſufficiently as it does, 
to almoſt any diſtenſion, ſoon recovers itſelf ſo as 
to retighten that ſtrict compreſſion of its mant- 
lings and folds which form the ſides of the paſ- 
ſage, wherewith it ſo tenderly embraces and cloſe- 
ly clips any foreign body introduced into it, ſuch 
as my exploring finger then was. 

Finding then every thing in due tone and or- 
der, I remembered my fears, only to make a jeſt 
of them to myſelf. And now, palpably miſtreſs 
of any ſize of man, and triumphing in my double 
atchievement of pleaſure and revenge, I abandon- 
ed myſelf entirely to the ideas of all the delight I 
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had ſwam in. I lay ftretching out, glowingly 
alive all over, and toſſing with. burning impa- 
tience for the renewal of joys that had ſinned but 
in a ſweet exceſs: nor did I loſe my longing, for 
about ten in the morning, according to expecta- 
tion, Vill, my new humble ſweet-heart, came 
with a meſlage from his maſtes, Mr. H. 
to know how I did. I had taken care to ſend my 
maid on an errand into the city, that I was ſure 
would take up time enough; and from the people 
of the houſe I had nothing to fear, as they were 


plain good ſort of folks, and wiſe enough to mind 5 


no more of other people's bulineſs than they could 
well help, 

All diſpoſitions then made, not forgetting that 
of lying in bed to recetve him; when he was en- 


tered the door of my bed-chamber, a latch that ! 


governed by a wire, deſcended, and ſecured it, 

I could not but obſerve that my young minion 
was as much ſpruced out as could be expected 
from one in his condition; a deſire of pleaſing 
that could not be indifferent to me, ſince it proved 
that I pleaſed him, which I aſſure you was now 
a point I was not above having in view. 

His hair trimly dreſſed, clean linen, and above 
all, a hale, ruddy, wholeſome country look, made 
him out as pretty a piece of woman's meat as you 
ſhould fee, and I ſhould have thought any one 


much out of taſte, that could not have made a 


hearty meal of ſuch a morſel as nature ſeemed to 
have deſigned for the higheſt diet of pleaſure. 
And why ſhould J here ſuppreſs the delight I 


received 


. 
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received from this amiable creature, in remarking 
each artleſs look, each motion of pure undiſſem- 
bled nature, betrayed by his wanton eyes, or 
ſhewing tranſparently the glow and ſuffuſion of 
blood through his freſh, clear ſkin, whilſt even 
his ſturdy, ruſtic preſſures, wanted not their pe- 
culiar charms? Oh! but ſay you, this was a 
young fellow in too low a rank of life to deſerve 
ſo great a diſplay. May be ſo! but was my con- 
dition, ſtrictly conſidered, one jot more exalted ? 
or had I really been much above him, did not 
his capacity of giving ſuch exquiſite pleaſure ſuf- 
ficiently raiſe and enoble him, to me at leaſt? 
Let who would, for me, cheriſh, reſpe&, and 
reward the painter's, the ſtatuary's, the muſi- 
cian's arts, in proportion to the delight taken in 
them; but at my age, and with my taſte of plea- 
ſure, a taſte ſtrongly conſtitutional to me; the 
talent of pleaſing, with which nature has endowed 
a handſome perſon, formed to me the greateſt of 
all merits; compared to which the vulgar preju- 
dices in favour of titles, dignities, a and 
the like, held a very low rank indeed ! nor per- 
haps would the beauties of the body be ſo much 
affected to be held cheap, were they in their na- 
ture to be bought and delivered; but for me, 
whoſe natural philoſophy all reſided in the favou- 
rite center of ſenſe, and who was ruled by its 


powerful inſtinct, in taking pleaſure by its right 


handle, I could ſcarce have mace a choice more 
to my purpoſe, 
Mr. H 


's loſtier qualifications of birth, 
fortune, 
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fortune, and ſenſe, laid me under a fort of ſub- 
jection and conſtraint, that were far from making 
harmony in the Concert of love; nor had he per- 
hops thought me worth ſoftening that ſuperiority 
to; but with this lad I was more on that level 
which love delights in. 

We may fay what we picaſe, but thoſe we can 
be the eaitelt and freeſt with, are ever thoſe we 
like, not to ſay love the belt, 

With this {trippling, all whoſe art of love was 
the action of it, I could without check of awe 
or reitraint, give a looſe to joy, and execute 
every ſcheme of dalliance my fond fancy might 
pot me on, in which he was, in every ſenſe, a 

107t exquiſite companion. And now my great 
pleaſure lay in humouring all the petulances, all 
the wanton frolic of a raw novice juſt fleſhed, and 
keen on the burning ſcent of his game, but un- 
broken to the ſport: and to carry on the figure, 
who could better thread the wood than he, or ſtand 
fairer for the heart of the hunt. | 

He advanced then to my bedſide, and whilſt he 
zultered out his meſſage, I could obſerve his co- 
lour rife, and his eyes lighten with joy, in ſeeing 
me in a ſituation as ſavourable to his looſeſt wiſhes, 


as if he had beſpoke the play. | 
I {miled, and put out my hand towards him, 


which he kneeled down to, (a politeneſs taught 
hin by love alone, that great maſter of it) and 
ercedily killed. Aftcr exchanging a few confuſ- 
ed gucitions and anſwers, 1 aſked him if he would 
come to bed to me for the little time I could ven- 
ture 
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ture to detain him. This was juſt aſking a per- 
ſon dying with hunger, to feaſt upon the diſh on 
earth the moſt to his palate. Accordingly, with- 
out farther reflection, all his cloaths were off in an 
inſtant ; when bluſhing ſtill more at this new li- 
berty, he got under the bed-cloaths I held up to 
receive him, and was now ein bed with a woman 
for the firſt time in his life. | 

Here began the uſual tender preliminaries, as 
delicious perhaps as the crowning act of enjoy- 
ment itſelf ; which they often beget an impati- 
ence. of, that makes pleaſure deſtructive of itſelf, 
by hurrying on the final period, and clofing that 
ſcene of bliſs, in which the actors are generally 
too well pleaſed with their parts, not to wiſh them 
an eternity of duration. 

When we had ſufficiently graduated our ad- 
vances towards the main point, by toying, kiſſing, 
clipping, fceling my breaſts, now round and 
plump, feeling that part of me I might call a 
furnace-mouth, from the prodigious intenſe heat 
his fiery touches had rekindled there; my young 
ſportſman, emboldened by every freedom he could 
wiſh, wantonly takes my hand, and carries it to 
that enormous machine of his, that ſtood with a 


ſtiffneſs ! a hardneſs ! an upward bent of erection! 


and which, together with its bottom depen- 
dence, the ineſtimable bulſe of lady's jewels, 
formed a grand ſhew out of goods indeed! "Then 
its dimenſions, mocking either graſp or ſpan, al- 
moſt renewed my terrors. I could not conceive 


how, or by what means, I could take, or put 
ſuch 
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ſuch a bulk out of fight. I ſtroaked it gently, on 
which the mutinous rogue ſecmed to ſwell, and 
gather a new degree of fierceneſs and infolence ; 
ſo that finding it grew not to be trifled with any 
longer, I prepared for rubbers in good earneſt. 
Slipping then a pillow under me, that I might 
give him the faireſt play, I guided officiouſly with 
my hand, this furious battering-ram, whoſe ruby 
head preſenting neareſt the reſemblance of a heart, 
I applied to its proper mark, which lay as finely 
clevated as we could wiſh, my hips being born 
up, and my thighs at their utmoſt extenſion, the 
gleam} warmth that ſhot from it, made him feel 
that he was at the mouth of the indraught, and 
driving foreright, the powerfully divided lips of 
that pleaſure thirſty channel received him. He 
heſitated a little ; then, ſettled well in the paſ- 
ſage, he makes his way up the ſtreights of it, 
with a difficulty nothing more than pleafing, 
widening as he went, fo as to diſtend and ſmooth 
each ſoit furrow : our pleaſure increaſing delici- 
oully, in proportion as our points of mutual touch 


| Increaſed, in that ſo vital part of me, in which I 


had now taken him, all indriven, and complcatly 
ſheathed, and which crammed as it was, ſtretched 
ſplitting ripe, gave it ſo gratefully ſtrait an accom- 
modation! fo ſtrict a fold! a ſuction fo fierce, 
that gave and took unutterable delight! We had 
now reached the cloſeſt point of union; but 
when he backencd to come on the fiercer, as if I 
had been aQtuated Ly a fear of loſing him, in the 
heighta of my ſury, I twiſt my legs round his 
naked 
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naked loins, the fleſh of which, ſo firm, ſo ſpringy 

to the touch, quivered again under the preflure ; 

and now I had him every way encircled and 

begirt; and having drawn him home to me, I 

kept him faſt there, as if I had ſought to unite 

bodies with him at that point. This bred a pauſe 

of action, a pleaſure ſtop; whilſt that delicate 
glutton, my nether-mouth, as full as it could 
hold, kept palating, with exquiſite reliſh, the 
morſel that ſo deliciouſly ingorged it. But nature 
could not long endure a pleafure that fo highly 
provoked without ſatisfying it; purſuing then its 
darling end, the battery recommenced with re- 
doubled exertion ; nor lay I unactive on my fide, 
but encountring him with all the impetuoſity of 
motion I was miſtreſs of, the downy cloathing of 
our mceting mounts, was now of real uſe to 
break the violence of the tilt; and ſoon, too ſoon 
indeed ! the high-wrought agitation, the ſweet 
urgency of this to-and-tro friction, raiſed the titi- 
lation in me to its height, ſo that hnding my- 
ſelf on the point of going, and loath to leave the 
tender partner of my joys behind me, I employed 
all the forwarding motions and arts my experi- 
ence ſuggeſted to me, to promote his keeping me 
company to our journey's end. I not only then 
tightened the pleaſure-girth round my reſtleſs in- 
mate, by a ſecret ſpring of ſuction and compreſ- 
ſion, that obeys the will in thoſe parts, but ſtole 
my hand ſoftl / to that ſtore- bag of nature's prime 
ſweets, which is fo pleaſingly attached to its con- 
duit-pipe, from which we receive them; there 
feeling, 


we 
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feeling, and moſt gently indeed ſqueezing thoſe 
tender globular reſervoirs, the magic touch took 
inſtant effect, quickened, and brought on upon 
the ſpur, the ſymptoms of that ſweet agony, the 
melting moment of diſſolution, when pleaſure 
dies by pleaſure, and the myſterious engine of it 
overcomes the titillation it has raiſed in thoſe 
parts, by plying them with the ſtream of a warm 
liquid, that is itſelf the higheſt of all titillations, 
and which they thirſtily expreſs, and draw in like 
the hot-natured leach, who, to cool itfelf, te- 
naciouſly attracts all the moiſture within its 
ſphere of exſuction: chiming then to me, with 
exquiſite conſent, 2s 1 melted away, his oily 
balſamic injection mixing delicioutly with the 
ſluices in flow from me, theathed and blunted all 
the ſtings of pleaſure, whilſt it lung us into an 
extaſy, that extended us fainting, breathleſs, 
entranced. Thus we lay, whilſt a voluptuous 
languor polleſt, and ſtill maintained us motion - 
lefs, and fait locked in one apother's arms. Alas! 
that theſe delights ſhould be no longer-lived | 
for now the point of pleaſure, unedged by en- 
joyment, and all the briſk fenſations flattened 
upon us, reſigned us up to the cool cares of in- 
ſipid life. Diſingaging myfelf then from his em- 
brace, I made him ſenſible of the reaſons there 
were for his preſent leaving me ; on which, tho? 
reluctantly, he put on lis cloaths with as little 
expedition, however, as he could hep, wanton- 
ly interrupting himſelf between whiles, with kiſ- 
ſes, touches, and embraces, I could not refuſe 
myſelf too; yet he happily returned to his maſter 

| before 
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before he was miſled; but at taking leave, I forced 
him (for he had ſentiments enough to refuſe it) 
to receive money enough to buy a ſilver watch, 
that great article of ſubaltern finery, Which he at 
length accepted of as 2 remembrance he was care- 
fully to preſerve of my affections. 

And here, Madam, I ought perhaps to make 
vou an apology for this minute detail of things, 
that dwelt ſo ſtrongly upon my memory after ſo 
deep an impreſſion. But beſides that this intrigue 
bred one great revolution in my life, which hiſto- 
rical truth requires I ſhould not fink upon you ; 
may I not preſume that ſo exalted a pleaſure ouaht 
not to be ungratefull y forgotten or fuppref} ed by 
me, becaule J found it in a character in low lig fe, 
where, by the bye, it is oftner met with, purer 
and more unſophiſticate, than amongſt the falſe 
ridiculous refinements with which the great ſuffer 
themſelves to be fo groſly cheated by their pride: 
the great ! than whom, there exiſt few amongſt 
thoſe they call the vulgar, who are more igno- 
rant of, or who cultivate leſs, the art of living 
than they do; they, I ſay, who for ever miſ- 
take things the moſt foreign to the nature of plea- 
ſure itſelf, whoſe capital favourite object is en- 
joyment of beauty, wherever that rare invalu- 
able gift is found, without diſtinction of birth or 
{tation. | 

As love never had, ſo now revenge had no 
longer any ſhare in my commerce with this hand- 
ſome youth. The ſole pleaſures of enjoyment 
were now the link I held to him by: for though 

nature 
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nature had done ſuch great matters for him in 
his outward form, and eſpecially in that ſuperb 
piece of furniture ſhe had ſo liberally enriched 
him with ; though he was thus qualified to zive 
the ſenſes their richeſt feaſt, {till there was ſome- 
thing more wanting to create in me, and conſti- 
tute the paſſion of love. Yet Will had very good 
qualities too, gentle, tractable, and above all 
grateful : ſilentious, even to a fault; he ſpoke at 
any time very little, but made it up emphatically 
with action; and to do him juſtice, he never 
gave me the leaſt reaſon to complain either of any 
tendency to encroach upon me for the liberties I 
allowed him, or of his indiſcretion in blabbing 
them. There is then a fatality in love, or have 
loved him I mutt ; for he was really a treaſure, a 
bit for the bonne bouche of a ducheſs: and, to ſay 
the truth, my liking for him was ſo extreme, that 
it was diſti: aguiſhing very nicely to deny that I 
loved him. 

My happineſs, however, with him did not laſt 
long, but found an end from my own imprudent 
neglect. After having taken even ſuperfluous 
precautions againſt a diſcovery, our ſucceſs in 
repeated meetings emboldened me to omit the 
barely neceſſary ones. About a month after 
our firſt intercourſe, one fatal morning (the ſea- 
fon Mr. H rarely, or never viſited me ir.) 
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I was in my cloſet, where my toilette ſtood, in 
nothing but my thift, a bed-gown, and under- 
petticoat. Mill was with me, and both ever too 
well diſpoſed to baulk an opportunity; for my 
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part a warm whim, a wanton toy had juſt taken 
me, and I had challenged my man to execute it 
on the ſpot, who heſitated not to comply with 
my humour; I was fat in the arm chair, my ſhiſt 
and petticoat up, my thighs wide ſpread, and 
mounted over the arms of the chair, preſenting 
the faireſt mark to Mill's drawn weapon, which 
he ſtood in act to plunge into me, when, having 
neglected to ſecure the chamber door, and that of 
the cloſet ſtanding a- jar, Mr. H. ſtole in 
upon us, before either of us was aware, and 
ſaw us preciſely in theſe convicting attitudes. 

I gave a great ſcream, and dropped my petti- 
coat : the thunderſtruck lad ſtood trembling and 
pale, waiting his ſentence of death. Mr. H 
looked ſometimes at one, ſometimes at the other, 


with a mixture of indignation and ſcorn, and, 


without ſaying a word, ſpun upon his heel, and 
went out. 

As confus'd as I was, I heard him very diſ- 
tinctly turn the key, and lock the chamber- door 


upon us, fo that there was no eſcape but through 


the dining-room, where he himſelf was walking 
about with diſtempered ſtrides, ſtamping in a 


great chaſe, and doubtleſs debating what he ſhould 


do with us. 

In the mean time poor ////iam was frightened 
out of his ſenſes, and as much need as I had of 
ſpirits to ſupport myſelf, I was obliged to employ 
them all to keep his ſrom ſinking outright ; The 
misfortun2 I had now brought upon him, en- 
deared him the more to me, and I could have 
joyfully ſuſfered any puniſhment he had not 

Vor. I. L ſhareg 
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ſhared in. I watered plentifully with my tears. 
the face of the frightened youth, who fat, not 
having ſtrength to ſtand, as coid and as lifeleſs as 
a ſtatue. 

Preſently Mr. . comes in to us again, 
and made us go before him into the dining-room, 
trembling and dreading the iſſue. Mr. H. 
fat down on a chair, whilſt we ſtood like crimi- 
nals under examination; and, beginning with 
me, aſked me with an cven firm tone of voice, 
neither ſoft nor ſevere, but cruelly indifferent, 
what I could ſay for myſelf for having abuſed him 
in ſo unworthy a manner, with his own ſer- 
vant too, and how he had deſerved this of 
me: 

Without adding to the guilt of my infidelity 
that of an audacious defence of it, in the old 
ſtyle of a common kept Miſs, my anſwer was 
modeſt, and often interrupted by my tears, in 
ſubſtance as follows: That I had never had a 
ſingle thought of wronging him (which was 


true) till I had ſeen him taking the laſt liber- 


ties with my ſervant-wench, (here he coloured 
« prodigiouſly) and that my reſentment at that, 
* which I was over-awed from giving a vent to by 
complaints, or explanations with him, had 
driven me to a courſe that I did not pretend to 
« juſtify ; but that as to the young man, he was 
„entirely faultleſs, for that in the view of mak- 
ing him the inſtrument of my revenge, I had 
« downright ſeduced him into what he had done, 
and therefore hoped, whatever he determined 


* about me, he would diſtinguiſh between the 


« guilty 
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« guilty and the innocent; and that, for the reſt, 


I was entirely at his mercy.” 

Mr. H-———, on hearing what I ſaid, hung 
his head a little; but inſtantly recovering him- 
ſelf, he ſaid to me, as near as I can retain, to the 
tollowing purpoſe : 

«© Madam, I take ſhame to myſelf, and con- 
„ feſs you have fairly turned the tables upon me. 
2 — Alt is not with one of your caſt 
of breeding and ſentiments that I ſhould enter 
<« into a diſcuſſion of the very great difference of 
de the provocations: be it ſufficient that I allow 
you ſo much reaſon on your ide, as to have 
changed my reſolutions, in conſideration of 
what you reproach me with: and I own too, 
that your clearing that raſcal there is fair and 
* honeſt in you: renew with you I cannot; the 
© affront is too groſs: I give you a week's warn- 
ing, to go out of theſe lodgings : whatever I 
have given you, remains to you; and as I 
never intend to fee you more, the landlord will 
pay you fifty pieces on my account, with which, 
and every debt paid, I hope you will own 1 
„do not leave you in a worſe condition than 
e what I took you up in, or than you deſerve” of 
me. Blame yourſelf only that it is no 
« 'better.” 

Then, without giving me time. to reply, he 
addrefled himſelf to the young fellow. 
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« For you, ſpark, I ſhall for your father's 


„fake take care of you: the town is no place 
„ for ſuch an eaſy foo] as thou art; and to- 
„ morrow you {hall ſet out under the charge of 
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« one of my men, well recommended, in my 
„ name, to your father, not to let you return 
and be ſpoilt here.” 

At theſe words he went out, after my vainly 
attempting to ſtop him, by throwing myſelf at his 
feet : he ſhook me off, though he ſeemed greatly 
moved too, and took Will away with him, who 
I dare ſwear, thought himſelf very cheaply oft. 

I was now once more a-drift, and left upon 
my own hands, by a gentleman whom I cer- 
tainly did not deſerve. And all the letters, arts, 
friends, intreaties that I employed within the 
week of grace in my lodging, could never win 
on him ſo much as to ſee me again. He had 
irrevocably pronounced my doom, and ſubmiſſion 
to it was my only part. Soon after he married a 
lady of birth and fortune, to whom I have heard 
he proved an irreproachable huſband. 

As for poor Will, he was immediately ſent 
down to the country, to his father, who was an 
eaſy farmer, where he was not four months be- 
fore an inn-keeper's buxom young widow, with 
a very good ſtock both in money and trade, fan- 
cied, and perhaps pre-acquainted with his ſecret 
excellencies, married him; and I am ſure there 
was at leaſt one good foundation for their living 
happily together? 

Though I ſhould have been charmed to fee 
him before he went, ſuch meaſures were taken 
by Mr. H——'s orders that it was impoſſible; 
otherwiſe I ſhould certainly have endeavoured to 
detain him in town, and would have ſpared 
neither offers nor expence to have procured my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf the ſatisfation. of keeping bim with me, he 
had ſuch powerful holds upon my inclinations 
as were not eaſily to be ſhaken off or replaced; 
as to my heart, it was quite out of the queſtion : | 
glad however I was from my foul that nothing 
worſe, and, as things turned out, probably no- 
> FF _Þ thing better could have happened to him. 
As to Mr. Ez. , though views of conve- 
niency made me at firſt exert myſelf to regain his 
affection, I was giddy and thoughtleſs enough to 
be much eaſier reconciled to my failure than I 
ought to have been; but as I never had loved 
him, and his leaving me gave me a ſort of liberty 
that I had often longed for, I was ſoon com- 1 
forted; and flattering myſelf that the ſtock of | 
youth and beauty I was going into trade with, | 
could hardly fail of procuring me a maintenance, 
I ſaw myſcif under a neceſſity of trying my for- 
tune with them, rather with pleaſure and gaiety, | 
than with the leaſt idea of deſpondence. [ 
In the mean time, ſeveral of my acquaintance 1 
amongſt the ſiſter- hood, who had ſoon got wind ö 
of my misfortune, flocked to inſult me with their | 
malicious conſolations: moſt of them had long l 
envied me the affluence and ſplendor I had been | 
aintained in, and though there was ſcarce one | 
of them that did not at leaſt deſerve to be in my | 
caſe, and would probably {ooner or later come to l! 
it, it was equally eaſy to remark, even in their [| 
affected pity, their ſecret pleaſure at ſeeing me ll 
thus diſgraced and diſcarded, and their ſecre 
grief that it was ſtill no worſe with me. Un- 
accountable ma'ice of the human heart! and 
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which is not confined to the claſs of life they 
were of. 

But as the time approached for me to come to 
ſome reſolution how to diſpoſe of myſelf, and I 
was conſidering round vchere to ſhift my quarters 
to, Mrs. Cole, a middle-aged diſcreet ſort of wo- 
man, who had been brought into my acquain- 
tance by one of the miſles that viſited me, upon 


learning my ſituation, came to offer her cordial 


advice and ſervice to me; and as I had always 
taken to her more than to any of my female ac- 
quaintance, I liſtened the eaſier to her propoſals ; 
and as it happened, I could not have put myſelf 
into worſe, or into better hands in all London; 
into worſe, becauſe keeping a houſe of conveni- 
ency, there were no lengths in lewdneſs ſhe would 
not adviſe me to go in compliance with her cuſto- 
mers, no ſchemes of pleaſure, or even unbounded 
debauchery, ſhe did not take even a delight in 
promoting : into better, becauſe nobody having 
had more experience of the wicked part of the 
town than ſhe had, was fitter to adviſe and guard 
one againſt the worſt dangers of our profeſſion ; 
and what was rare to be met with in thoſe of 
her's, ſhe contented herſelf with a moderate liv- 
ing profit upon her induſtry and good offices, and 
had nothing of their greedy rapacious turn. She 
was really too a gentlewoman born, and bred, but 
through a train of accidents reduced to this courlie, 
which ſhe purſued partly through neceſſity, partly 
through choice, as never woman delighted more 
in encouraging a briſk circulation of the trade, 
for the fake of the trade itſelf, or better under- 
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ſtood all the myſteries and refinements of it, than 
ſhe did; ſo that ſhe was conſummately at the top 
of her profeſſion, and dealt only with cuſtomers 
of diſtinction: to anſwer the demands of whom 
ſhe kept a competent number of her daughters in 
conſtant recruit: ſo ſhe called thoſe whom their 
youth and perſonal charms recommended to her 
adoption and management: ſeveral of whom, 
by her means, and through her tuition and in- 
ſtructions, ſucceeded very well in the world. 

This uſeful gentlewoman, upon whoſe protec- 
tion I now threw myſelf, having her realons of 
ſtate, reſpecting Mr. H—, for no: appearing 
too much in the thing herſelf, ſent a friend of 
her's, on the day appointed for my removal, to 
conduct me to my new iodyings, at a bruſh- 
makers, in R—/reet, Covent-C an, the very next 
door to her own houſe, where ſhe had no con- 
veniences to lodge me herſelf ; lodgings, that by 
having been for ſeveral] ſucceſſions tenanted by 
adies of pleaſure, the landlord of them was fa- 
miliariſed to their ways: and provided the rent 
was duly paid, every thing elſe was as caſy and as 
commodious as one could deſire. | 

The fifty guineas promiſed me by Mr. , 
at his parting with me, having been duly paid 
me, all my cloaths and moveables cheſted up, 
which were at leaſt of two hundred pounds va- 
luc, 1 had them conveyed into the coach, where 
I ſoon followed them, after taking a civil leave of 
the landlord and his family, with whom I had 
never lived in a degree of familiarity enough to 
regret the removal; but ſtill, the very circum- 
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ſtance of its being a removal, drew tears from 
me. I left too a letter of thanks for Mr. H 
from whom I concluded myſelf, as J really was, 
irretrievably ſeparated. 

My maid I had diſcharged the day before, not 
only becauſe I had her of Mr. H , but that 
J ſuſpeed her of having ſome how or other been 
the occaſion of his diſcovering me, in revenge 
perhaps for my not having truſted her in it. 

We were ſoon got to my lodgings, which, 
though not ſo handſomely furniſhed, nor fo 
ſhowy as thoſe I left, were to the full as conve- 
nient, and at half price, though on the firſt floor, 
My trunks were ſafely landed, and ſtowed in 
my apartments, where my neighbour and now 
governante, Mrs. Cole, was ready with my land- 
lord to receive me, to whom ſhe took care to 
ſet me out in the moſt favourable light, that of 
one from whom there was the clcareſt reafon to 
expect the regular payment of his rent: all the 
cardinal virtues collectively attributed to me 
would not have had half the weight of that re- 
commendation alone. 

I was now ſettled in lodgings of my own, 
abandoned to my own conduct, and turned looſe 
* upon the town, to fink or ſwim, as I could ma- 
nage with the current of it: 2nd what were the 
conſequences, together with the number of ad- 
ventures which befel me in the exerciſe of my 
new profeſſion, will compoſe the matter oi ano- 
ther letter; for ſurely it is hightiumne, to pot a 
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